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14 THE KHELAAT U PUSHAN.

was I permitted to see. Our bard’s pithy descrip-
tion of a staring crowd comprises all that I would
say, and with this I will close my day at the
¢ Khelaat u Pushan:"—
¢« Clambering the walls to see him, stalls, and bulks,
Are smothered up, leads filled, and ridges horsed

With variable complexions, all agreeing
In earnestness to see him.”















THE TAUJ U DOULUT. 19

I could learn but little of the history of the
present “ Tauj;” nothing whatever as to how she
found her way to the royal favour. She was said
to have been the daughter of an obscure ¢ kiabab”
cook at Sheerauz, who kept a public eating house
for these dainties, and that her brother was then
in the same profession. She was esteemed to be
a woman of talent, and a woman of taste too, so
far as English porter goes, of which she took her
bottle daily—such, at least, was the “om dit” of
Tehran.

The jealousy of the Persians that their females
be not seen by any but their legitimate lords is
remarkably strong. I have seen numerous in-
stances. The harems are guarded by the black
eunuchs, who can alone enter the apartments,
whilst the white eunuchs keep the doors. The
obeervance of this custom among the ancients of
the East is first instanced in Rebecca covering
herself with a veil at the approach of her affianced
lord. The females themselves are equally jealous
of being seen, as in the times of ¢ Vashti, the
queen, who refused to come at the king’s com-
mandment to show the people and the princes her
beauty.” The observance of this custom is thus









22 THE TAUJ U DOULUT.

of all intrigues within and without the palace.
From the unbounded sway which he exercises
over the ladies of the harem, he becomes the
-terror and the courted of the fair prisoners. The
ugliest stamp which nature can imprint forms one
of the requisites for office ; brutality, intrigue, and
all the other dark shades of character, make him
up a very Machiavel.





















THE MESHEDEES. 29

I passed another of these saints’ tombs, not
far from Kishlock, which they called ¢ Imaum
Zadeh,” and found here a most luxurious resting
place in a very pretty “ baula khaneh,” surrounded
by flowers and fruits. It was a large circular
building, surmounted with a dome of exquisite
workmanship, having some rough paintings on the
walls within. The saint’s grave was stoned over
with very good masonry. I could learn nothing
of his history; but they told me that the most
profound veneration was entertained for him by
the Persians. Some say that he was the twelfth
and last Imaum according to the ¢ schiahs,” and
was the legitimate successor of the Prophet ; that
he ascended to Heaven without having ceased to_
live, and that he is destined to reign at some
future period over the whole world, and to destroy
all Anti-Mahomedans. Others say that Imaum
Rezza had been poisoned with some grapes, the
poison having been mixed with them by order
of Mamoon-al-Rasheed, of Koos in Khorasson;
but so clouded is the history, that nothing can be
vouched for.

Interment of the dead is very prompt in Persia.
The “ murdeshars,” or washers of the dead, are


















THE MESHEDEES. 35

grounds by the novelty of these “ grave lamenta-
tions.” The women were apparently the principal
mourners, and children have I seen in seeming
agonies, whilst the young Moslem, occupied with
the Koran, was reading aloud from its inspiring
pages. I like these associations from the living

to the dead, it reminds me of the idea of our
at t:

great poe « Each soul

That ever animated human clay

Now wakes, is on the wing.”




CHAPTER 1V.

THE EVENING SALAAM.

It is customary for the Persian monarchs to
show themselves twice a-day to their subjects at a
public audience, where they hold what may be
termed a “ court of common pleas,” for redress of
grievances, pronouncing judgment, &c., such as
“ off with his head”—* cut out his tongue,” or
some such other summary mandate, which is
always as summarily executed. The sovereign is
supposed to witness these executions, and during
my stay at Tehran, a culprit was suspended by
the legs from two poles, and literally cut in halves
by the henchman in the royal presence.

This mode of punishment is common in Persia,
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CHAPTER V.
THE PERSIAN “HAKEEMS,” ETC.

Tae lassitude of the Tehran climate in August
(97 Farenheit, in the shade) induces disease,
which sometimes engenders death; and a six
weeks stretch on my mattress had prostrated my
strength, and almost converted me into *food
for worms;” but nature rallied, and the God of
nature had decreed that I should not find a grave
amongst the Moslems.

The table land on which Tehran is planted,
subjects it to a sort of vertical exposure, from
which one is almost tempted “ to call on the rocks
and mountains to cover one.” The hot stifling air
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CHAPTER VIIL

A VISIT TO SULIMANIA.

ON my way to Tehran I had to pass through
this pretty village, having made various stages to
it, some of which I will notice.

Early in the moming I was on a fine road lead-
ing to Armakaneh, a very large village, and
nine hours from our last station. Here I found a
splendid “ menzil,” or post-house for strangers,
and plenty of water gushing out from its soil in all
directions. This is the source of all their riches,
and an abundance of corn and other produce pro-
claimed the extent of those riches.

On the following day I left the village, by a
tremendous pass, which is sometimes considered

















































































118 TOORKOMANCHAL

—in at one door, out at the other. It would be
rather uncivil to suspect any one in particular;
8o to avoid personalities, you request the thief to
drop the stolen articles in the earth, and nothing
more will be said about it. I tried the experiment,

but without success.
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CHAPTER X.

HENRY MARTIN.

Or this distinguished missionary and champion
of the cross, who fearlessly unfolded his banner
and proclaimed Christ amongst the bigotted Maho-
medans, I have heard much in these countries,
having made acquaintance with some persons who
knew him, and saw (if I may so say) the last of
him.

At the General's table at Erzroume (Paskevitch),
I had the honour to meet graffs and princes,
consisting of Russians, Georgians, Circassians,
Germans, Spaniards, and Persians, all glittering
in their stars and orders, such a mélange as is




































HENRY MARTIN. 131

racter (from av obstinacy of indiscretion, if [ may use the term)
has sacrificed a life of wearying and unproductive labour at
Bagdad. His Journal from thence, instead of reporting spi-
ritual progress amongst the Mahomedans, presents a tissue of
sufferings and misfortunes to himself and his dear people, quite
barrowing to the feelings, and partaking more of romance than
reality. Where he may be now spending himself I know not,
though I believe him to be labouring on Mahomedan soil.

























































148 KARADAGH.

which I have so often entered into, and so truly
felt:—

¢« There is a pleasure in the pathless woods,
There is a rapture on the lonely shore, .
There is society where none intrudes,
By the deep sea, and music in its roar :
T love not man the less, but nature more,
From these our interviews, in which I steal
From all I may be or have been before,
To mingle with the universe, and feel
‘What I can ne'er express, nor yet can all conceal.”

































































































































PERSIAN AVARICE. 191

ninety persons wounded. Property to the amount
of thirty lacs of rupees, or three hundred thousand
pounds sterling, is said to have been carried
off by a desperate and ferocious gang, gloating
over their prey, although stained with so much
blood.

It was said at the time that this gang had been
organised by a prince of the blood, the governor
of Shiraz; although he did not personally head it,
he was its founder, and shared the produce of its
infamy. Such was the on-dit of the day. Sir John
Malcolm, in his Persian Sketches, tells of a certain
Khan, who when he first viewed the wealth and
extent of Calcutta, exclaimed, ¢ What a fine place
for plunder!”
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CHAPTER XV.
THE “RAMAZANS

Tais is the name of the ninth month of the
Hegira, and is the Lent fast of the Persians. It
was instituted thus by Mahomet :—¢ The month
of Ramazan shall ye fast, in which the Koran
was sent down from heaven, a declaration unto
men, &c. ‘God would make this an ease unto you,
and would not make it a difficulty unto you, that
ye may fulfil the number of days and glorify God,
for that he hath directed you, and ye may give
thanks.” Its commencement (in February) was
governed by the appearance of the new moon;
the moment the brilliant crescent shows itself in
the heavens, the gun fires, and the fast commences,
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MAHOMEDAN VENGEANCE.

DuriNG my stay in Persia, that awful event
took place at Tehran, of massacring the Russian
ambassador, M. Grybydoff, and all his suite,
(saving M. Maltzoff, a secretary, and three Cos-
sacks,) being thirty-nine in number. The Persian
history scarcely presents so barbarous an outrage
on humanity; nor need I narrate the circum-
stances, which were soon after so ably set forth
in “Blackwood’s Magazine.” It was a storm of
fanatic fury, raised by the moolahs, which swept
away these devoted victims. Islamism was said
to be in danger; the Ghiaours had insulted their
religion, and never was the fury of the Persian
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CHAPTER XVIL
THE TATAR GALLOP.

ON the 23rd November I got into the saddle.
The morning opened in a tempest on the Black
Sea, to which I was turning my back ; it was tossed
to and fro in foamy fury, agitated by one of those
frightful storms, the result of “ the elemental strife”
of this part of the world. The ominous cloud,
about the size of a man’s hand, soon spread over
the horizon, and secemed to awake the winds, which
threatened destruction to all opposing objects. It
was a magnificent sight, and I waited some time
in hopes that the clouds would exhaust them-
selves, and that there would be some chance of a






















































244 THE TATAR GALLOP.

« May your shadow increase,” &c. It was alto-
gether a most agreeable termination to my journey.
Then the sort of triumph with which Ferrajulah
led me in, having performed his bargain, and
looking for his ¢ bakshish.”

I speedily delivered myself, through my inter-
preter, of the numerous enquiries which I had
bottled up on the way—why he stopped at one
place, and went on from another; all of which he
satisfactorily answered; and I made him happy
beyond his expectations.

To give a fillip to nature and a buoyancy to the
faculties, I should say there is nothing like a Tatar

gallop.



CHAPTER XVIIL
THE «“ TAKHT KAJAR’

Tuis palace, which is considered to be one of
the Persian “lions,” is situated about one fursek,
or four miles, from Tehran, under the refreshing
mountains of Shemroun, within a large garden en-
closed by the usual mud walls. The garden, though
formal, is umbrageous and fruitful, and plentifully
watered—the great source of all Persian luxuries.
The sandy soil which one is obliged to pass from
the city, is desperately fatiguing, in a climate
at 97 Fahrenheit, in the shade; but the moment
you cross the little brook, from whence spring

u 2*

































CHAPTER XIX.

TABREEZ.

In describing any one Persian city, the descrip-
tion will apply generally to others, allowing for
differences of the scite and dimensions. The mode
of building, or rather of burrowing under the
ground, is general in Persia. The soil which they
excavate is moulded into walls—mud upon mud—
with flat roofs, the whole baked into a uniform
substance, so st.rong.a.s to resist cannon balls.

I had had a long midnight march from Marand,
with one attendant only, Bucktrari Ali, who was
to conduct me for the first time into Persia. No
means of communication existed between us beyond
that of signs. Wearied and sleepy, I was nearly
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CHAPTER XX.

CARAVAN TRAVELLING.

THE caravan is an assemblage of merchants and
travellers congregating together for mutual pro-
tection; for there is always a certain degree of
danger when going over the Turkish and Persian
soil, which arises from that restless and untamable
nomadic population, called Koords, who inhabit
the frontiers of those countries,—despising all
authority, governed by none. During my stay at
Erzroume, they were flying about in all directions,
taking advantage of an unarmed population, and
almost to the gates of the city, committing their
depredations.®* Thirty travellers had just pre-

* It was formerly the custom of the Pasha of this city, on
capturing any number of Koords, to send up their heads, salted,
in sacks, to Constantinople, to be laid at the gate of the seraglio.
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CHAPTER XXI.
THE “EDE Y NU ROOZ.”

WHo can determine that knotty point as to
what season of the year “the evening and the
morning were the sixth day. Even our immortal
bard admits “for man to tell how human life
began, is hard.” The Persians contend for the
21st of March, the feast of the vernal equinox, and
the anniversary of the elevation of Ali to the
Caliphat. Their year of twelve months contains
each thirty days; they add to them five compli-
mentary days for the common year, and six for the
bissextile. Hence their great veneration for New
Yearsday. This festival was formerly observed by
the fire worshippers, and it is the only one which has

o3
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CHAPTER XXII.
ABBAS MEERZA.

I BAD once the honour to be invited to wait on
his late Royal Highness the Crown Prince of
Persia.  “ Surely,” said I, “ my face shall be
whitened, and my consequence increased, now
that I am to bask in the sunshine of royalty!”
So mounting the stirrup of impatience, and being
goaded with the spur of novelty, I bounded off
with my friend and interpreter the Khan, and made
my way to the ¢ dhur khaneh,” or palace gate.

All visits in the East must be made on horse-
back, be the distance ever so short;* and when a

® It is customary to precede it with a present. I was honoured

with a kalaat by the Prince, which was taken from me by the
Koords.
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REMINISCENCES

OF A THREE YEARS'

RESIDENCE IN PERSIA.

CHAPTER L
FUTTEE ALI S'HAH.

THE late King of Persia is most gracefully in-
troduced on the canvass of history by Mr. Morier,
in his «“ Zhorab.” I will fancy him seated on his
“musnud” of royalty, bearing his “jika” of mo-
narchy, and girded with the imperial girdle of
despotism ; which took place in October, 1798.
The young prince was at Shiraz at the time of his
uncle’s death, from whence he was summoned by
the Grand Vizier, Hadji Ibrahim, who took in-
stant measures for his succession to the throne.

Whether the many striking instances of the

VOL. II B





























































































—
a4

N
32 THE KOORDS.

piers, rent and tax free; and if civilization could
but throw her mantle over them, and bring order
out of confusion, good government out of anarchy,
what a blessing would it prove to the Asiatic
traveller !



CHAPTER IIL

PERSIAN SOVEREIGNTY.

THeRE is no difficulty in penetrating into the
genius of the Persian government, since it is all
comprised in “the purest despotism.” The sove-
reign of Iran is deemed to be the most absolute in
the world ; the will of the King rules every thing;
his subjects are ¢ less than the dust of the earth”
in his presence ; with the breath of his mouth he
can annihilate them. »

It is a remarkable fact in the history of this
country, that from the reign of Ahaseurus (now
more than two thousand yearsago), notwithstanding
the various revolutions which have so devastated
Persia, the same despotic power has been handed
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PERSIAN SOVEREIGNTY. 49

ficulty in getting credence amongst them for some
of my English anecdotes, such as travelling in this
country without horses faster than they could with
them. As to conveying to them a correct idea of
steam power, that I gave up in despair; I pointed
to the steam issuing from a tea-kettle, and endea-
voured to explain how it acted as a momentum in
driving us through the air. How Hadji laughed !
“Tamum shud ast,”—* it is finished,” he said; “I
never can believe that.” Nothing in the Thousand
and One Nights could be more marvellous to the
Persians. It was an extravaganza far beyond any
thing they could offer. Then again, as to our hav-
ing a passage under the Thames: my attempts to
explain this brought me into great discredit. But
when I declared I had myself been in it, Raust
ast |”—< It is true!” they exclaimed, but with a
look and expression which evidently showed that
they did not believe a word of the matter.

VOL. IL D



CHAPTER 1V.
DOMESTIC LIFE IN PERSIA.

THis is rather a tender subject for the Ferengee
stranger. It is most difficult to pry into the pene-
tralia of Persian society, since with all their polite-
ness, they have a secret contempt for kaffirs, or
infidels, and many have an aversion from being
mixed up with them. As to domesticating one-
self with a Persian family, that is quite out of the
question. They have a code of religious laws,
called the Jumah Abassi, which reckons the
touch of infidels to be pollution; and they would
not use their drinking vessels, pipes, &c. Of the
latter 1 have seen many exceptions; but I speak
generally.
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CHAPTER V
JOURNEY FROM TEHRAN TO ERZROUME.

A suieaT Itinerary of the journey from Tehran
to Erzroume may be useful to travellers.* This
was my second visit to the capital of Persia. I
had exhausted all it had to offer of entertain-
ment—its bazaars, gardens, baths, &c., and was
filled with new-born expectations of revisiting
Ferengistan.

On the 23rd of August we started for Suli-
mania, which was my favourite place, already
alluded to. Our party was increased by Baron
Hyter, a Polish nobleman, whose occasional gaie-
ties sometimes amused us, whose eccentricities

injured us, and whose ¢riste reminiscences of his

® See Appendix.
VOL. II. E






TEHRAN TO ERZROUME. 75

draw it against his own countryman ; but, *jcalous
and quick of honour,” of a fiery and untameable
temper, his fighting propensities were uncontrol-
able, and in the course of three days he chose to
quarrel with Borosky, and challenged him with pis-
tols across the table at the short shot! Borosky com-
plained to the Prince, and the Baron was discharged
with a present of a hundred tomauns for his services.

Under these circumstances, he requested the
Khan to be allowed to join our party to Tabrecz,
which was immediately assented to. Wayward and
spoiled, adversity never seemed to have chastened
him to any purpose; the old leaven would occa-
sionally break out, much to our discomfort, always
to his cost. “I like not this”—¢1 like not that”—
when he had neither food to eat, nor the means to
purchase any! I was much amused at his angry
independence. Nothing would please him, and
the Khan did his utmost even to humour his way-
wardness, much to our inconvenience. He was
always at cross purposes; he would occasionally
branch off the road, and gallop on in a different
direction, that we might have to wait his return,
or be at the trouble to send for him. He was
fighting his way, as it were, always in arms, and
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104 JOURNEY FROM TEHRAN TO ERZROUME.

are existing which were contemporary with that
patriarch. But I had no time to explore, and
had, moreover, seen the place before. The dirty

streets have generally large canals running through
them, and are intersected with bridges. The flat

roofs have crops of the long grass growing on
them, enough to feed a donkey or a camel, though
I do not recollect seeing any of those animals
browsing on them. I passed eleven days here,
and on the 11th November started for Trebisonde.
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PERSIAN ISLAMISM. 119

would be repulsed with great slaughter, and driven
beyond the Caucasus; and that the King would
reign seven years longer. This latter prediction
was confirmed by his Majesty’s special dream on
the occasion.

I will close my slight sketch of the religion of
the Persians, by reverting for a moment to what it
originally was, and showing that they are at present
in noon-day light, as compared with their primitive
darkness. The sun was an object of worship with
the ancient Persians; nor was it peculiar to this
people, since it was the Baal of the Pheenicians,
and the Moloch of the Ammonites. They were:
also Ghebres, or fire-worshippers. At Sari, in the
province of Mazandaran, are still some remains of
the Ghebre temples, built in the form of a rotunda,
about thirty feet high, and bearing every indica-
tion of once massive buildings; and in the city of
Yezd, there still exist some thousands of these
idolaters. They were described to me as a quiet,
industrious race, under the immediate government
of their priests. The women do not clothe them-
selves with the ¢ chadre,” or veil, having none of
that shamefacedness which I have already de-
scribed. The men are a mean and poor looking
race, such at least as I have seen.








































































JAMALABAD. 143

ting apart one day of the week (Friday), which
they call the “ prince of days,” and the day on
which the last judgment will be solemnized, is
required by Mahomet, though he does not demand
the whole of it being consecrated to the service of
God. There is less observance of this day in
Persia than in Turkey; the Shah would seldom,
if ever, go to the mosque, the Sultan would always
go in great pomp on the Friday.

Pursuing our way to Veran Kash, we had to
cross a rocky pass, which was occupied by a
Koordish encampment, situated in a beautiful part
of the wilderness. These nomades have apparently
very good taste in this way. Whether their posi-
tions were dictated by necessity or by choice, I
cannot tell—

“ Rude rocks and wild woods were their palaces,
Streamlets their music, fountains their delight ;

The azure canopy of cloudless Heaven
Their temple, and the cliff their mountain home.”

It was now the month of July, and the sun
warned us to make hasty retreat to our place of
sojourn ; we entered cheerfully into the stable,
from whence the sun’s rays were excluded, and
where a dish of sour milk waited for our refresh-
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ment. At this pretty village I had my full share
of the vagabondising life, which I have so much
enjoyed in the land of Iran, having remained
here for some time. The water was abundant,
and found its way to the numerous gardens, which
were rich in their varied produce. The dogs,
too, were civil—a most important courtesy to meet
with in a Persian village. I love to revel in these
Persian gardens, and find much entertainment,
and, it may be, instruction, in these living emblems
of Naturc’s magnificence. It is nature, after all,
which strikes home to the heart, and finds a res-
ponsive chord in every bosom, where—

“ Not a tree,
A plant, a leaf, a blossom, but contains
A folio volume ; we may read, and read,
And read again, and still find something new.”
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CHAPTER IX.

THE LATE WAR BETWEEN PERSIA AND
RUSSIA.

Tris subject having been named to me by the
Crown Prince, Abbas Meerza, when I had the
honour of an interview with him, I gathered from
himself some of the events connected with these
hostilities, of which the following are the leading
features.

This war, which proved so disastrous to Persia,
grew out of an undefined treaty, called ¢ the
treaty of Gulistan.” The Russians, having con-
centrated their strength in Georgia to the amount
of a hundred and fity thousand men, began to
call in question this treaty, and numerous con-
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CHAPTER X.

OF THE LATE TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN
PERSIA AND RUSSIA,

HaviNg cursorily glanced at the events of the
late war between Russia and Persia, I will briefly
revert to the treaty of peace, which was to establish
everlasting friendship between the two nations.-
As it is rather lengthy, 1 will merely transcribe
a few of the leading articles, which bear upon
the actual political position of Persia, as regards
Russia.

The treaty begins—as most of those documents
do—by invoking the name of the Most High to
witness professions of unaltered friendship, that are
to be broken only at the first convenient season.
The Count d’Erivansky (General Paskevitch) was
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government appear to have thought Persia of little -
importance with regard to political relations. The
Russians thought otherwise, and did their utmost
to establish friendly relations with this country.
The consequence was an uninterrupted and almost
exclusive supply of her manufactures; the bazaars
were filled with them, and caravans pouring down
from Georgia almost weekly, gorged the mar-
kets with her fabrics, which, to the amount of
half a million sterling, were imported there an-
nually.

General Yermoloff concluded a treaty with the
court of Tehran, political and commercial, highly
advantageous to Russia, and left in charge of Rus-
sian affairs Colonel Mukzaravich, who was much
liked amongst the Persians for his liberal expen-
diture and conciliating address.

Russia having now conquered in the cabinet as
well as in the field, thought only of augmenting
her armies on her newly-acquired frontiers, and
the answer given to an enquiry was, that  the
Persians must submit to the dictation of Russia
with respect to a successor to the throne on the
death of Futteh Ali, the present Shah.” This
seemed like opening the leaf of future intentions;
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LETTER IIL
The Fortress of Malis-Ghird,
My pear G. July 16.

I now resume the thread of our stirring adven-
tures. We started from our camp at five o’clock
on the Sunday morning, to make a retrograde
movement ; having been assured by the Agha that
it was dangerous to proceed ; of which fact, indeed,
we had every indication around us, as already
related. I should tell you that in the course of
the night two messengers had arrived from this
man to the Khan, bidding us to return, saying that
there was great danger of our being attacked. But
Ali would not allow his master to be disturbed.
The motive for his sending will appear by and bye,
as [ have since learnt from my informant here in
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Yours.
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impracticable, the dangerous state of the country
having cut off all travelling; indeed, we are told
that we should risk our lives by attempting it. In
the present state of affairs it is impossible to make
any definitive arrangements. We are thankful to
find ourselves in security again, and shall enjoy
that security for a short time during our stay here.
Should I find any incidents deserving your atten-
tion, I will write to you again. So far as we can
anticipate our movements, the Khan talks of re-
turning to Tabreez; whereas I propose to make
my way over the Caucasus.
Yours.






APPENDIX.

ITingrARY oF TATAR JouRNEY FROM TREBISONDE TO
TABrEES.

To Gevaslic . . . hours.
Karacaban . .
Gumish Kaneh .
Balahou . . .
Baiboot . .
Karagulah .
Ash Kaleh
Erzroume
hours.

To Hassan Kaleh . .
Delli Baba . .

Toprah Kaleh .

Youngali . . .

Diadin . . .

Avajek Persian village.
Kereny . .

AliShah . . .

Khoe . . .

Zangera . .

Maran . .,

Tabrecz .
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ITiINerARY ¥RoOM TerRAN TO TABREEZ.

To Sulimania . . 8 furseks.
Kishlock .

. . 10
Kerishkeen . 8
Koramdereh 9
Sultaniah . . 8
Zenjan . . . 9
Armakaneh . 9
Arkand . 8
Miana . . . 8
Karehchummun . 8
Hadji Aghsa . . 7
Bostmich . . 8
Tabreez . . 4

104 furseks,
Or about 450 English miles.

It is sometimes reckoned as so many hours: four miles
in the hour is good travelling with the same horses.

There are many villages which may be branched off 1o,
to vary the road. Thus, from Sulimania to Abdullabad and
to Siadeen, from thence to Koramdereh.

Aguin, from Miana to Toorkamanchai.
- - to Tickmadash.
- =  to Syeed Abad.
- and to Tabreez.

I bave gone all the roads, and prefer the former.
















































APPENDIX. 333

in our final union, with which will consist our supreme
beatitude.”

The Vedenta creed says, “ That, excepting the Deity,
nothing exists, the universe being only an appearance without
any reality ; just as a man in a dream sees imaginary objects,
and in that state experiences ideal pleasure and pain ; so that
life is nothing but a dream, there being only one resplendent
light, which assumes different appearances.”

It is an extraordinary fact of the Mahomedans, that the
Turks are imbued with a strong traditional belief that they
shall be driven out of Europe ; and the good Moslem orders
his bones to be interred on the Asiatic side of Constantinople,
that they may not be disturbed by the invaders. Of the
Persians, also, it is said by modern travellers, that in the
south it is a common enquiry amongst them, “ When are
the English coming to take possession of Persia ?” Evidently
there is a shaking amongst the dry bones !
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