





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THIRTY-TWO PATHS OF WISDOM
LESSON SEVENTEEN

THE THIRTY-FIRST path of wisdom is
that of the letter Shin, symbolized
by Key 29. It is the second path
proceading from Hod. It joins Hod
to Malkuth, the Sphere of Mercury to
the Sphere of the Elements, the
field of intellect to that of sensa-
tion, Its name is Perpetual Intel-
ligence, *1'ON 72, saykel temidiy.
The adjective is derived from TN,
tawmeed, signifying continuance, or
indefinite extension, and referring
most often in ancient Hebrew to per-
petual time,

Remember, from the twenty-fourth
to the thirty-second path we are
dealing with powers at work in the
field of personality. As we have
explained in the first lesson of the
MASTER PATTERN, the Qabalistic con-
stitutien of man includes three
great divisions.

The highest, and innermost, com-
prises the Divine Triad, Kether,
Chokmah and Binah. These correspond
respectively to the cosmic SELF,
Yekhidah, to Chaiah;, the life-force,
and to Neshamah, the Divine Soul.

Reflecting this Divine Triad, and
acting as mediator between it and
the outer and lowest triad, is the
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THIRTY-TWO PATHS: 17
Triad of Individuality, or Egoic
Triad. _Its three elements are
Chesed, Geburah and Tiphareth, or
memory, volition and imagination,
focussed in the single EGO of all
humanity, seated in the sixth Se-

phirah, The EGO is the reflection
of Yekhidah in Kether.

Under the control of the EGO, per-
sonality is evolved. Every person-
ality passes from the astral plane
into embodiment by way of birth, and
is active for a time on the physical
plane. At death the EGO withdraws
its co-ordinating and cohesive in-
fluence from the physical plane, but
continues to exert this influence on
the astral vehicle until the time
comes for another incarnation.

Here the Western School’s doctrine
is at variance with later Theosoph-
ical opinions which hold that in due
course the astral vehicle is left by
the EGO to disintegrate. As we have
received it, the doctrine of the
Western School is that this occurs
very seldom, and only when the
astral vehicle is so seriously in-
jured by a prolonged course of evil
action on the physical plane that it
is better for the EGO to afandon the
astral body, and wait for a suitable
opportunity to send forth the finer
personal vehicies (desire-body and
mental body) in combination with a
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newly formed astral organism. When
this occurs, it is what is meant by
obscure references in New Testament
teaching to the *‘second death,’’

Even such an apparent failuse is
not final., The EGO permits the as-
tral vehicle of such a person to
disintegrate, but this does not end
the life of that person. He 1is
merely temporarily ‘‘out of circu-
latien.’’ He is like one who has
a serious illness;, and must miss a
year or so at school, so that he
loses touch with his former class-
mates.

To understand why such apparent
failures should ever occur is dif-
ficult, but there are many bits of
Ageless Wisdom which indicate that
set-backs of this kind do happen.
We must bear in mind that the EGO,
though identical with the Christos,
is not the all-perfect SELF. Thus
‘‘I and the Father are in perfect
union,’’ is a better translation of
Jesus’ declaration than ‘I and the
Father are one.’’ There is never a
total failure. The unique tendency
of the Life-power which expresses
itself through a given series of
personal incarnations does ultimate-
ly find zdesjuate manifestation. We
may rest assured that the destiny of
every human being is the perfect
fulfilment ci this unique tendency.
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Below the Egoic Triad is the triad
of the lower mind, comprising the
Sephiroth Netzach, Hod and Yesod,
and combining the powers of the
desire nature, the intellect and the
vital soul. These powers descend
into the sphere of sensation and of
physical embodiment through the
paths of Qoph, Shin and Tav.

The path of Qoph carries the pow-
ers of the desire nature into the
physical body. The path of Shin
carries the powers of intellect,
The path of Tav is the link between
the vital soul and its physical in-
strument,

Thus the path of Qoph is that
which is chiefly concerned with the
corporeal pattern and form. Its op-
posite, the thirty-first path of the
letter Shin, carries into the physi-
cal organism the influences descend-
ing from Kether through the side of
Geburak on the Tree, beginning with
the twelfth path, which carries the
Holy Influence from Kether to Binah,
continuing through the eighteenth
path to Geburah, then descending
t hrough the twenty-third path to
Hod, and completing the line of
descent by means of the thirty-first
path from Hed to Malkuth. Thus this
whole series of paths is on the side
of the Tree which has to do with ac-
tivities which, from the ordinary

=



THIRIY-TwO PATHS: 17

human standpoint, are concerned with
the future, with the szlaboration of
the consequences of what the ONE
SELF knows itself to be, into forms
of expression which make that knowl-
edge manifest in actual states of
realization.

It is for this reason that Tarot
Key 20, corresponding to the thirty-
first path;, is a symbol of a state
of human personality which is *‘{fu-
ture’’ for the majority of human
beings. Not for all, because there
are men and women now incarnate who
have reached this state, and some
who have advanced beyond it to more
exalted spiritual unfoldment,

Careful consideration of the doc-
trine we have developed in these
lessons since we came to the expla-
nation of the twenty-fourth path
will make it clear that the Western
School is not seeking a way of es-
cape from incarnation. On the con-
trary, it helds that the Great Work
aims at perfected embodiment, as one
result of what Christianity prays
for when it says: ‘‘Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven.’’ =

Note that the last word of the
text concarning the thirty-first
path is "1 iudgments;’’ in this.in-
stance written DVIMEZD, mishpatiham,
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‘“their judgments.’' The ‘‘revolu-

tions of the zodiac’’' are the cycles
of successive incarnation., The form
of their judgments is a veiled ref-
erence to the completion of the
incarnation cycle by the _‘‘resurrec-
tion’’ from what St. Paul calls
‘‘the body of this dezath’’ (Romans
7:24).. This is-the *‘natural
body,’’ the body of sin, dominated
by the vital soul, and not yet per-
fected by the EGO.

Yet this ‘‘body of death’’ or
‘‘natural body’’' is the seed of the
spiritual body, which is finally
evolved from it at the completion of
the creative process. What raises
it from corruption is the spiritual
fire which enters it through the
channel of the thirty-first path,

The angel in the corresponding
Tarot Key is Gabriel, whose name is
from the same root as Geburah, one
of the titles of the fifth Sepbirah,
Gabriel is the Divine Presence mani-
fested as the irresistible strength
of velition., He is the sounder of
the last trump, and Key 20 shows
plainly that sound is act¥ve in the
process which raises the new crea-
ture from the ‘i‘death’’ of the
delusion of separateness.

The angel here is the EéO, Jjust as
is the angel in Key 14. Do not be
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confused by the fact that Ga ifriel is
said to be the angel of water. He
is also the angel of the western
quarter of the heavens. Thus he is
the angel of completion., If you
bear in mind the fact that the Seven
Spirits are all aspects of ONE BE-
ING;, you will understand how that
ONE appears, now as Gabriel, now as
Raphael, now as Michael, and now as
Uriel; these being, respectively,
the angels of the West and water, of
the East and air, of the South and
fire, mand of the North and earth.

Seven rays extend from the angel’s
trumpet, to shew that the powers of
all seven Elohim are combined in the
sound whick brings the resurrected
figures from their floating stone
coffinse This_sound is also the
Voice, and by Greek gematria the
word for ‘‘voice’’ or ‘‘sound’’ is
equivalent to the Greek for ‘‘the
full (exact, perfect) knowledge,’’
and the Greek for ‘‘Robe of Ado-
nai.’’ The Robe of Adonai is the
perfected body of the new creature,
and it is because he has this new
body that he enters into the perfect
knowledge of his Divine Selfhoeod.

Until this final consummation of
the Great Work, we seem to be di-
recting it from the field of intel-
lectual, self-conscious awareness.
We make plans, We concentrate. We
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study and practice, Yet the final
liberation is a call from above. It
is not our work, but the operation
of the fiery Spirit. Every sage
agrees with every other as to this.

The Perpetual Intelligence, then,
is the spiritual power which, with-
out a single break in the continuity
of its operation, works to perfect
every one of its personal vehicles
by providing each of them with the
spiritual bedy of the new creature.
This is a physical body, incarnate
on the physical plane, but it is
freed from the necessity for birth
and death, It begins its final in-
carnation as a natural body, but
ends that incarnation transmuted
inte the immortal vehicle of the
liberated adept.

When this occurs,; the physical ve-
hicle can be ‘‘laid down’’ and taken
up again. Men and women walk the
‘earth today in bodies they have kept
intact and youthful for centuries.
Sometimes they lay them down volun-
tarily, Often, in order to avoid
exciting undue curiosity by surviv-
ing most of their contemporaries,
they permit it to be supposed that
they have died. Occult records con-
tain some hints of this, but there is
wise reticense as to particulars,
Nor will vulgar curiosity ever be
satisfied by those who know.
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What is of greater importance is
that you come to understand that the
Perpetual Intelligence is even now
at work within you. It is even now
preparing you for bhe event pictured
by the symbols of Key 20. Perhaps
that event may seem to yeu to be far
in the future, but you will profit
by remembering that both ‘‘past’’
and ‘‘future’’ are terms belonging
to our natural time-sense. They are
meaninglrss to a human being who has
risen from the grave of error into
the light of the exact knowledge
which_is the inevitable fruition of
the Great Work whereby the EGO
brings its personal wvehicles to com-
pletion as new creatures.

The thirty-second, and last, path
of wisdom is that of the letter Tav,
symbholized by Key 21. It is the
only path proceeding from Yesod,
joining the Sphere of the Moon to
the Sphere of the Elements. the
field of the automatic consciousness
and the vital seul to the field of
sensation and physical embodiment.
Its name is the Serving, or Admin-
istrative, Intelligence, T3Y3 227,
saykel neobed.

In TAROT FUNDAMENTALS veu have
read that the letter-name 1[i, Tav,
signifies ‘‘mark,’’ or ‘‘signa-
ture.’’ In the prophecy of Ezekiel,

it has a speeial meaning, implying
=02
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salvation, for it was a mark set on
the foreheads of men who were to be
saved from death (Ezediel 9:4).

As a number, the letter-name Tav
1s 406, and this is the second ex-
tension from %, For the theosophic
extension of 7 is 28, and 406 is the
extension of 28, or sum of the num-
bers from 0 to 28. Hence, in the
Hebrew alphavet Tav may be consider-
ed as being the full development of
what is symbolized by Zain, the let-
ter corresponding to the seventeenth
path of wisdom.

The Tav is the mark of those who
were to be distinguished from others
so that they mizht escape death. A
signature is a distinctive mark,
which renders valid a legal docu-
ment. It is a mark of identifica-
tion, and in our daily use of signa-
tures we employ them to establish
clear distinctions of personality.
Thus they partake of the quality of
discrimination we associate with the
letter Zain, the Disposing Intelli-
gence, and Key 6. Furthermore, the
Tarot Key which corresponds to Tav
and the thirty-second path is num-
bered 21, which number is the exten-
sion of the number 6, printed on the
Key corresponding to Zain.

These clues direct us to careful
consideration of the thirty-second
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path, as being in some sense a de-
velopment of ideas related to the
seventeenth path., If we look at the
diagram of the Tree of Life, we see
that the path of Zain conducts the
Holy Influence from Binah, the
Sphere of Saturn, down to Tiphareth,
the Sphere of the Sun, and seat of
the EGO. Thus we may properly as-
sume that in the seventeenth path
‘there is a strong tinge of the Sat-
urn influence. This, of course, is
a link connecting Zain and the sev-
enteenth path with Tav, which is the
special letter of Saturn.

Again, the sign Gemini, corre-
sponding to Zain, is ruled by Mer-
cury, pictured in Tarot as the
Magician., The psychological activ-
ity of concentration, leading to
specialization, is what the Magician
symbolizes, This is a restrictive
activity, definitely Saturnine in
basic quality.

Right diserimination, pictured by
Key 6, uses this same Saturnine
quality to make the sharp distinc-
tions between conscious and subcon-
scious functions which are necessary
to the establishment of balance in
our personal manifestatiens of these
two modes of consciousness., Nor is
this all. Over and over again we
have pointed out the occult dictum
that ‘‘above’’ and ‘‘within’’ are
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synonyms. The highest is the inner-
most. Consequently, the mountain
peak in the background of Key 6, and
the angel to whom the woman lifts
her eyes, are both symbols for the
central Spiritual Presence. Union
with that Presence is the goal of
the path of spiritual attainment,
and this goal is the mountain peak.
The top of the mountain is compar-
able to the single point at the apex
of a pyramid, and this is the CEN-
TRAL POINT.

In the Cube of Space, the CENTRAL
POINT is innermost., This is the
‘‘Palace of Holiness in the midst,’’
the Holy Temple that stands at the
center. Note that The Book of For-
ma tion says this temple or palace
corresponds to Tav, while the other
double letters, those corresponding
to the directions Above and Below
and to the four cardinal points, are
related to the planets and to the
faces of the cube.

Hence our text says the Administ-

rative Intelligence ‘‘directs all
the operations of the seven planets,
and concurs therein.’’ This central
presence is what is symbolized .in
the Apocalypse by the *‘Lamb.’’ The
Lamb is the light of the city. The
Lamb, in unicn with the Lord God Al-
mighty, constitutes the inner_ temple
of the city. The throne of God and
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the Lamb is in the midst of this
crystalline, golden cube, and from
the throne flows the river of living
water, clear as crystal,

Forget all your early religious
training, and all your later preju-
dices. Consider the symbeols care-
fully, and you cannot miss their
true meaning. For they were taken
the Seer of Patmos from the same
treasure-house of images which you
also possess, and which is yours to
use and understand,

Remember that the Holy City is
also called the Bride, and that this
is the specific Qabalistic term for
Malkuth, the tenth Sephirah. She is
the world-dancer of Key 21. Her He-
brew name, 11?J, Kallah, is usually
translated ‘‘bride’’ or ‘‘spouse,’’
but means literally ‘‘crowned one,;’’
and is derived from the root 272,
kallal, ‘‘complete, perfect.’’ And
the Greek_for ““Bride’’ is nymphe,
which in Greek gematria is 998, the
number of Kore Kosmou, ‘*Virgin of
the World.’’ This last is the title
of one of the Greco-Egyptian occult
books ascribed to Hermes, and refers
to Isis-Sophia, the Virgin Bride who
is indicated in that book as being
the revealer of its instruction,

_ Whether Christian, dabalistic, or
Greco-Egyptian Grostic, all this re-
fers to what is symbolized by Key
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21, namely, the new order of knowing
made possible by the perfected body
of an adept. 1In this perfected or-
ganism, the new creature finds him-
self living in a different world,
because he possesses a different
kind of interior mechanism for per-
ceiving that world, There is a
sense in which he perceives the
whole universe to be continuous with
and inseparahle from his hody.
Identified with the Central Pres-
ence, he sensee directly that the
entire universe is really his great-
er body. This is what is meant by
‘*cosmic consciousness.’’

Here we are only talking about it.
We are keenly aware that no words
of ours can convey the experience
itself, All we are concerned te
make you understand is that this is
a genuine experience. Testimony for
this is abundant. It is what Buddha
meant by Nirvana, and here we may
note that one metaphor Buddha him-
self employed for Nirvana is identi-
cal with that used by the writer of
the Apocalypse. Both spoke of the
supreme attainment, the completion
of the Great Work, as the ‘‘Holy
Citys""

The foundation of this city is the
vital soul seated in Yesod, when
that vital scul is impregnated with
the power of tne EGO. The EGO is
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the ‘‘Lamb.’’ The EGO is the LIGHT.
The EGO is manifested in the Admin-
istrative Intelligence, the greatest
of all because it is the servant of

all.

To know this is the goal of occult
practice,. The knowledge is incom-
municable, but it is exact knowl-
edge, the quintessence of certitude.
Every seer bears witness to this;
and every true seer knows himself to
be a cosmic servant, knows himself
to be a participant in the cosmic
administration,

For the new creature is concen-
tered with the Cosmic Heart. His
perception of the universe includes
knowledge of powers hidden from the
gaze of ordinary genus homo. This
perception enables him to use the
powers his clear vision unveils.
His life rests on no ‘‘material’’
basis. On the contrary, he is in
perfect union with that which is the
spiritual foundation of the totality
of physical existence.

Yet he possesses no power which is
not just as certainly present in the
life of the unenlightened. He has
gained nothing., The difference is
that he really knows what is really
meant by the saying so familiar to
you by bhis time: ‘‘The Kingdom of
Spirit is embodied in my flesh.’’
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We purposely refrain from further
vain attempts to describe this state
of being. To those_who approach the
completion of the Great Work, what
we have written may carry a faint
intimation of the glory of the ac-
tual realization. They may feel it
vaguely, but we can hope to ac-
complish little more than this,

That every reader of these words
will some day knor: what we cannot
tell is certain, For this fanal
realization is the ultimate destiny
of every human personality. ‘‘We
shall all be changed,'’ wrote St.
Paul. ‘*I, if I be lifted up, will
draw all men unto me.’’ There can
be no exceptions., The creative pro-
cess is a success process. In it
there is no place for even a single
failure. We shall be like him;, for
we shall all see him, the Divine
Self, as he truly is.
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