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NARRATIVE OF A VISIT TO THE ASSYRIAN
CHRISTIANS IN KURDISTAN.

Undertaken at the request of the drchbishop of Canterbury,
in the dutumn of 1854. .

HIS Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury requested Mr. Athelstan

Riley, M.A., of Pembroke College, Oxford, FR.GS, to
undertake a journey in the autumn of 1884 to North-Western Persia
and Kurdistan, with 2 view of ascertaining the present condition of
the Assyrian or Nestorian Christians, and the state of the Misnion
sent thither in 1881 Ly the late Archbishop Tait and the Archbishop
of York.

Mr. Riley promptly undertook the journey, without putting the
Assyrian Christians Committee to any expense, and the following is
the account of his labours.

1t may be noticed, in explanation of a passage in his letter to the
Archbishop, that as Mr. Riley was passing the chief centre of the
Armenian Church, the Archbishop of Canterbury took the opportunity
of interchanging friendly communications with the superior authorities
of that Church ; similarly, the salutations of his Grace were conveyed
to the Exarch of Georgia, as the highest representative of the Holy
Orthodos Eastern Church met with on the journey.

My Lorp ArcHBISHOP,

At your Grace’s request I shall describe in this present letter the
principe’ details of my recent journey to Armenia snd Kurdistan.
The general Report on the Assyrian Church I have added separately
for the sake of distinctness, and bave touched therein upon various
matters well known to your Grace, which I considered proper to insert
for the information of thos - to whom your Grace might be pleased to
submit it.

Accompanied by Mr. H. T, Cholmeley, B.A., of Magdalen College,
Oxford, I left England on August 20th and travelled vid Warsaw,
Kieff, and Rostoff, tc Vladikevkas, and then across the Caucasus by the
Dariel Pass to Tiflis, which we reached in thirteen days. The Exarch
of Georgia being absent from his metropolis I was unable personally
to convey your Grace's salutation, so I wrote to his Holiness to express
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There are about seven adul 1 \
t English people i ; includi [P
the Consul-General 2nd Mrs. Abbott,whg :f:pzielﬁigxibﬁzrh o it maing el

On September 8th we reached the convent of X chmiadzin at the . England. These are, of course, permanently without y, visit were in Engilan a:

him on my Teturd, and then left Tiflis as

the hope that € chould see
soon 8S WY arrengements Wer

§ interva tions of religi 7 the mini Tab
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5 i hhishop Meperti o ol caused by the upon him to celebrate th fat ocred vessels with him, I prevail
Viear. el Vicar in abscnce of the Catholicos, the vacancy ( ) dbsired it which w e the Eucharist, and give C - ed

death of 1';,I:Lcﬂer latea}lsgud of the Armenian Ch,\xglc!:tnot h';mhe Eu};iinofth’ii% ‘,e]‘“] egmxt, Ebhl"{i‘:h‘vacshﬁ?lx;e during our stay, on °lsntm‘ﬁl§‘h§; iu%xans

P ur . 3 s g en 3 ised : .
§lled up, and prescnbed fo bim 30 Gmcz EI\Iicl?;‘tan'st of Venice, but administers this sacrame are buptised; the Consul generally

nt, in the absence of a priest.

college, Dr. Mesrop Djermak, formerly s Trench ond understands ‘We left Tabriz in caravan on Se
[

i i tember 23rd, any -

now 8 Gregonan Armenian, who spe road to Urini, round the northern g rd, and took the usual Chosrava
Yish, acted i . iadzi s H : f the lake. O Shosror

Fnglish, acted 88 Y interpreter <stics of Etchmiadzin: - stayed two nights at Chosrov | sioe o ke, On the way we Aho g adesn
This Yector is the most Jearned of all the eccleili&:g c&\ l; hoglican an H by the French Missiunn;g;:.m 0, where we were hospitably entertained Chureh.

it mé?ly c‘:{:;l:ﬂ;;%ﬁ%l;s e;.i’gr(::?sl:a nr i:'g:lf to Tead some works is situated, has a lar, The plain of Sulmas, in which Chosrova
enian Charches, 8

< e Christinn populati N

Arm! : scatte in di > population, Armenial ot

® English theology with a view to enlighter the Armenians asto our intiurﬁgs:?;ﬁt‘g?s ‘}])‘({Lf:rt‘ntt ‘blllll;;xg(:ls round th'e tum: ;fusﬁiﬁbynﬁt
trin iscipline. . ; itk en established for over thirty years, .
ao?But a:ngp?cs: 1})nto which I must m:ccss_anlybgonéprgs; ;1!;:“};‘3-;‘ uudm:nlll:l:t(«lvi dnfh&’t";gffi fﬂ:!}!lonft the Armenjans, 'itt al::; u:oda:ig‘(f;ig
i son from the main subject © ! 3 o A e Assyrian nation, whi i

et o dﬁ?iﬁ;eniun suthorities Teceived us with the part of the seventcenth century, has been uui‘;v::ilc&i:éuclelag]: :x.l;t;u
; or

Y will only eay that the name of the ** Chaldican Church.” |
diality. . . P few of — urch.”? T believe there
abriz. “t%(:tscgtelmkg 13th we cx‘os:;eo%H the Persian frontier ‘it'eDi]':v.llil‘\Jli nt!\l]de Lntin: ”t:mlm(r):}gno:ltt:) lx-xqutl}l:o ulelft in ﬂ;le plaia of Sulmua?; t})ll:f;e\'z;ye
briz on the 16th. ere to Our surprise been para ; al oh o small Protestant
!lé‘::h;gugi.pazwnhl, who had nrriveduWéﬁ}all }lels f'uul])dyt ;efeg‘:v :r:x};i . Urmi‘*estabhahgd ucder one of the American mfﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁlﬁﬁ
G having been forcibly expele rom Urmi by ¢ % T cion . ) ]
g;e‘a;":s;};’uﬁl;?:%n September 00 e o b conFu'chth?x(:l “;I}Eaht %1:: menl,lislf;ijg;"?f (;‘.ggzrg—u 151 “'frked by slx Roman Catholic clergy- Latin Missi
alsion are in 3¢ ecession. Finding ih f sting of fo ench Lazarists and two Armen: Y- on
expulsion already in FELr Gmce_s Pts) her Majesty’s Minister at tarists, who have just arrived fi A wo Armenian Mechi. % CPoo™
case of Mr. Wahl was in the hands of her My S : Sisters of Chari tved from Y?mce. There are als
i hastening his return el harity. It maintuins a semins . 0 geven
Teheran, and that 1 could not be of any service m Vs time. Before training young ecclesiasties ; ¢ ry or theological college fi
i 2 : . € twenty students are boa ge tor
to Urmi, I arrapged for our dj:purt\lre in & weel " * and clothed, at th ; ats are boarded, lod
- - 2o Consul-General, and at his reques ) e average annual cost of £2 i 3 ged,
leaving I paid ovisit to the Turkish S ion t ! oss the Ottoman hove thus discovered the most effecti £28 apiece. The Lating
. o8 S . < eotive way of )
telegraphed to Constantmpple for permission 0 Church, and in all i ‘e e y of assisting the Chaldsm
ronti tory, o further explanatory y n all the villages I afte 4n
{rontier ; the answer being unsatisfactory, Y was a Chaldos villages i rwards s horn o
sed to send the result by a an community, I invariabl ; ere
telegram Was DCCCSSATY, and the Consul promis oty Turkish well-instructed, intellizont, | riably found the priest to bes
telegraph to Urmi, 88 1 should be upable to proceed 3950 i 8 the village, an ligent, and polite man, generall :
tf:rrxi’tog' without c’xpress orders from him, whick he was ot then in 2 barburis:;';’ and always a little oasis of civilisation ii t‘lixel"ﬂder 3 ‘

. 7 J lain my
osition to give. 1 also telegraphed to your Grace to exp: y The native Che g B
gmc‘m}" gt : ) . et just Dutsli‘(g’;}‘_'t lﬁh{}gﬁ; %ahop resides at Chosrova, axd his church is Chaldmcn Mis-
American There is a Protestant Mission at Tabriz (American TPresbyteriot) . Westorn Chureh, and the ouse. Itis to all intents and purposes g o™ Reme
BPResbyterisn  the staff of which consists of three ministers (one of them being s . g 4y "o ae 0 nd the Old Assyrian rites have been so Latinised
ToWAn ® physicien), o sgent of the American Bible Socicty, and three lads- * giffured from gmy spectator would fail to discover wherein they

orkers. It maatains two schools; one for boys, with thirty or forty ¢ moders Roman; the altar and the vestments
pupils, mortly day scholars; the other for girls, with twenty-thl:eg xu’dié“;f\"l:ﬁ\lntflgoughoutuzz.w.,,.] “Assyrian” to denote the Nes tori are
pupils, nearly all boarders. The girls' school, 2 sub_stnntw_l two-storied . Giireg Swrinas S s e r‘;l‘};'el))y :;}:iwh_ they are known in this conntry. "’%ﬁ‘:vi‘iﬁ‘“"m':."
building of burnt brick, with s house for the medical missionary, the . See the Patrinrch's letter, page ';‘S‘;’f g‘ut’glﬂ; n“%em:nt, Nestoriana and Chalimans
whole standing in a large garden in_the centre of the towxn, cost, ~ Europeans to denote the Latin Assyrians, ¢ name is invariably employed by

g " g
} . - 3 8 @ 1o the ¢ 2The Chaldican Bish : .
including land, £3,000. There is also & chapel belonging h ishopa end prisss receive T "
Mission. The *work is almost entirely amongst the Armenian colonf /-, i pubsequent y.!r{:v’:x'm:  publications the practics o y‘-ff" nds h“;m .
o 18 o ot 1 o .
but latterly the Missionaries have attempted to make converts AMOBE - people is kngwon by the Mmu;}g“;; E""éuféj',,ﬁ,?. n l_“‘fB""‘ s Chaldamen ddgen
: o ,"“g}"l " tRis

the Mussu.mans, with the result, it is said, of scriously endangering . and although the multiplicity of titles is " Chaldaan -
the safety of the whole European community. : .f’“”“y‘d- confusing, each Ras to be ucoarionally
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the plain tu ronve
roms Amerion bes
in the o
meoular, aiout belf o
sehaals are
bullt wnud surrounded
Riz ministers, one s G
it their owr Louses wit vives and families. These Americans
are conrtantly building - uying fresh honses and land. I was
informed that this suwmer wlone they had built private residences in
three or four places.  Apparentiy they bave large soms of money at
their command, desived pantly from America and partly, I belisve,
frum Englund. They go by the nome of * English,” and I have
frequently bad extrewe dificulty in persuading the natives that
“ Englishmen were not necessarily American Presbyterians. On
unt octusion we were very peorly driven out of a e Armenian
villoge, where we had craved hospitality for the night, because the
inbabitunts declared thut * Englishmen  only came for the purpose
of drawing away people from their ancient faith. '

ik = lirpe estsblishmeny
theological. medicsl, and
walls.

Hons, strongly
by the nsme of “castles.”

ed to the Mission, who lve

@an, are

The Latins huve a fine church, large Mission buildings, and & staff Foadda Misdon at

vonsisting of o Bishop, four Lazarist priests, a lay-helper, and some
Risters of Charity, all French,

I found it desirable to lesve Urmi earlier than X had intended. The Difcltios in
Turkish Vice-Consul informed me that for fiom beingable to assist me Turkien

in crossing the frontier, he had received absolute instructions from sier,
Tubriz to prevent my doing so. i therefore despatched one teleg
to the Turkish Ambassador in London to say that I was still in
diftieultive, und unother to the Turkish Consul at Tabriz to tell him
thut 1 proposed to cross the frontier on the following day, and then
loft Uri on October 8rd.  Before my departure 1 paid a return visit
to the Sulu, when his Excellency asked me to inform her Majesty’s
Minister in Teberan that having inguired into the matter of Mr.
Wuhl's cxgulsiou 1 was satistied that his (the Sala’s) explanation was
vorreet. replied that I bud that day heard that Mr. Wahl was on
his way back to Unni, and that if or my return from the mountains in
three wecks time I found that be had been received by bis Excellency,

ome tedrz oceupied Iz reveiving Umerioen
P s x o Prosbateiias
wio came from all perts of Moy in e

estart [Preshyterian) Mission v of Crmd

ol tarel
Bala.
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£nd that all was satisfactorily arranged, I would take care to report

favourably on the matter when I returned to England. The Spls
lied that T might count on him,

i . Cholmeley had visited severa! “llages in
iﬁic;lfgntﬁ:l, lfgilinguﬁ?f»:rﬁrrecmost E%Sﬁ‘cmfnf effected tae recon-
re flintion between the Sula und Mr. Wabl. . id Dilman Returm w0
Departure from lj&n escort was sent with us to the frontier, ‘We pursued the ordinary cm\}-xve left Urmi the following day, and tak1}n,h t,.he. rso zg &f hﬂ%’;ﬂ, v} Intee.
ol ot theMat- road 10 Diza for some tme and then, dismissing the escort, turned off . and Choi crossed the Russian frontier and Tedc “;1 - :mme of which we Extmh of

s House. abruptly towards tha south, crossed the frontier by & wild mountain . of October. We remained here three duys, mt ehcurs in interesting °°F
path, and arrived safely at the Mattran’s house in Shamsdin on the . visited the Exarch of Georgin, and spe“?_t(‘l‘ oh.\u stification at m;
secord day from Urmi, b5 conversation with his Hohncss,. whq expresse ttlf gl':tl in acadociod
I adopted this courge because vour Grace had informed me thas you visit. The following duy, being Sunduy, I attende

p : > chane: he Exarchate.
Tere particularly anxions that I should see the Mattran,! ang fearing dress the celebration of the Liturgy in the chapel o}t; mle }:lxwilhout Rewm 10
® - e A Y e e v ber 3rd, aud travelled to Eng 40, . Logland.
t <he Ottoman authorities on the frontier (owing, perhaps, to an We left Tilis on November 's and th South of Russia, reaching
- e;)'tlxl:r (l'in the transmission of orders '{‘rom ConStunﬁuople) might feel stopping, overland ;)‘w i};‘t‘hc'm"“s“’ and the
obliged to prevent my entrance into Turkish Kurdistan, I thought it London on November - . RTIN oy
imprudent to place myself in their hands. ° And now, my Lord Archbishop, I hf["‘—‘ __"3?3“? u‘i‘é‘:i;);t:(f and
I presenteq your Grace’s latter to the Mattran, received his reply, Report, which bas ussumed lurger gmpt{mﬁj < to the Assyrians, by
8pent a considerable time in conversation with him, and lef Shamadin to fulfll my duty to your Gruee, u.nh ‘-m"’n’_)“ ies to vour Paternal
on the second day for Diza in the plain of Garar, the ®endquarters of submitting th, condltwﬂ, and ‘ u.r Itbc" to subseribe wyself,
- Wahl for the Jast two years, and the residence of the Pasha. I wisdom. I usk your Grace's hlus:m; ~1.m 2 o ant
might have avoided Diza and have gore direct to Kochanes, but it was Your Grace’s most obedient and dutiful cervant,
Tepresented to me that on account of the Kurds it would be better not Arnesstax Rivey.
to penetrate farther into the country without the recognition of the c ok, Oxroup.
authosities and g Proper escort, and as I had 20w finished my most Peymnoze Correcy, .
Arcivalat Disas important business I did not mind running the risk of expulsion. Novewber 30th, 1884,
hostilitg o™ Op our arrival at Diga I found that the favourable commrtnication A
Tasha, from Constantinople had oot arrived. The Pashy refused to allow us GENERAL REPORT. X
to proceed to the Patriarch’s village, was annoyed at our having seen - X oF 1HE Existise Missiow.
the Mattran, ang informed us that we must not visit any of the T Ox mmx }VOLk Austrian by birth, but in Anglican m:fuu:
Christ'an villages in the plain of Gavar, nor leave the town., Hoy- Tae Rev. Rudolph Wahl, "‘i us sent yout to Eurdistan in the Enghisks Chasch,
ever, we managed to employ the time which we were forced to spend Orders (of the American CI}‘;}“ 0 i‘-‘gmwbury and York, to minister The Mision of
at Diz in visiting those villages n which Mr, Wubl hud opened spring of 1881 by the A“thhh(;}-)f"o §, in answer to the many appeals
schools.  In two days the telegrams which I had sent to the Minister to the needs of the A-‘S)"“lli" 'C ]l':fl.[:.rncil Tixe history of our connec-
of Forcign Affairs at Constantinople and to her Majesty’s Ambassador made by them to the Anglican ‘i”.u q {I.m following.~ Since the year
were answered, and I wag allowed to proeced to the Patrinrch, I tion with this ancient Chgrcl} 13 .nehy ities have been imploring the -
arranged that M. Cholmeley should retyry to Urmi with Mr. Wan] 1838 the Assyriun QCdﬂﬂ“Sf}“‘i ““;n"?s 12 the Rev. Dr. Budger and
who kad joined us in the mountains’, and arrange matters with the help of the Church of Eng :n t to Kurdistan, but were withdrawn
Sala. I therefore wrote to the Saly begring him to receive M. Mr. J. P. Fletcher were sent ou fresh appeal wus made by certain
Wahl with Ay, Cholmeley, and left Diza oo October 11th, Ay the following year. In 1868 3 ire N uel;ce of which the Rev, E. L.
caravar. reached Kochanes the following morning, Tie Patriarch was Assyrian Zishops und priests, “ff-"““& inquiry in 1876. He was
gbsent, and T hag to wait & week for his arrival, the time being spent Cutts was despatched on & M{,’“ﬁﬁe wholglizvrian people, and has
in frequent conversations with the E.bban Johnan, the chief received with great enthusiasm { of his journey under the title of
Lhet:llggi:;:u fmongst the Assyrions, and vencrated for the holiness of %!;bh:b“l an d:ﬁt‘:;‘:’ugr‘i‘:?;‘;: _Asia, which forms a snpple:;eltl‘:’:?
... his life, hristians - ratis e Nestorians a r
{*hi",‘::‘ki‘i"u‘:’h“;, On Friday, October 17th, Mar Shimoon, Patriarch of the East, + D Buadger's lengthy and vul%nizvm%;e{ gﬂs the sending cut of
the East, arrived ; T transacted the Becessary business with him, presented your " Rituals.  The result of Mr. l}l fon hl:zs been borae by the 8.P.G.
Grace’s letter, received the reply,? and starteq for Urmj on Monday, Mr. Wahl.  The cost of ,thlf m-lvin annually £300 stipend, £72
October 20th, Early on the third day after leaving Kochanes I ;_md t}ll“’ ;SPCn{d{xt’u?e? ;‘:fl“:‘m'sief,i'ﬂ Hgnun grants for mwilmlgthe
OT &clool expend e & school re,
"groirnt to;iexnrn that news has recently been received of the death of the Mattrap. : He first es;ah}}lﬂll;d h;?szudni;?:;‘;zﬁ %’;‘ti:&inegimmu snd the & D
< Thiy iz, ied in 1836, @ fortniohs o o but owing, I belicve, to a d& f 1881, and established
Rk W 7 o g 165, S gt e pit e, ] e o o dlgeenent bbyeen |
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Schools,

Ignorance of
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himself at Diza, Here he remained until this summer, when believing
his life to be in danger from the hostility of the nuthorities, he crossed
into Persin angd kought a house at Urmi,* which he had to leave g
fertnight later, as 1 have stated in the uccount of my journey.

en at Diza, Mr. Wahi employed the £72 in the following ways:—

1. In tha stipend of o Dative sceretary.

2. In paying small sums to individual priests 4o enable them to
devuto some of their time to giving elementary instruction to children
in their villages during the winter months, and in providing schogl
materials.

The sehouls opened last winter were in the following villages:

In the plain of Cavar (Turkey),

Gagoren, with gbont 25 children.®

eezim  ,, | ag » ¥
Khiat » s 16 y ®
Persalan 3y 15 ¥ -
Vezeer-Arva 20

Tn the district of Targavar (Persia),
Marwang, with about 14 children.®
mbi? ?

Tullee ?
In tle district of Shamsdin (Turkey),

Binter, with about 25 children,®
Inthe plain of Urmj (Persia),

Mar Sergis, with about 18 children,

and one scheol in the distriet of Jeely (Turkey), to which Mr. Wah)
infcrmed me he had contributed but had never visited , and the
Bishop of Irely was not nequainted with it.

The schools are held in the priests’ houscs, Irstruction is given in

Syriae, and in reading the Pealms,
Beyond this T go not think many progress. Dogmatie instruction is
not given; the children are supposed to receive this in ehyge
schools are, T believe, almost the only work of the existing
Xurdistan. The printing-press sent out with Mr. Wahl is iq
the neceseary permissions have not been obtained from the
in elther country, and also beeause Jacobite instend of Syro-Chaldaie
type was provided by mistake. 1, Instruction has been given to
priests or to candidates for ordination, but Ar, Wy

T 5 d bl has occasionally
8iven addresses, with the assistance of his secretary, in some of the
village churches,

To give an instance of the native ignorzmce; ou questioning one of
these priest-teachers, T found thay bis faith as to the raystery of the
[ncarnation was that by the Power of God the Blessed Virgin brought

1 Ilave written the Bame of this ¢, it i b, fv istiy
the Poro ritten Glargunme of t OWn 14 it is pronounced Y the native Christians

: Inl_-eI!:']erz “'l(ih“’“; is ;u‘::]rg'r ‘f{u Mussulman Protiunciation,

zt1- these villages T gy, And personally inquired j king ol
2 I saw the supe;nten\lnnt of thispschool. y iatired into the merking of the schools.

5 This school s not fur from the Materan's house.
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i i le life Christ
ho was called Christ; that during His who i
fwonr;h b‘:x;n :n mv:"\ not God in any s’ense, but that when He I(‘ivorked
miracles it - s by the power of God, as the Propnot:‘sl of o d uzg;e’
enabled to perform them; that Christ was crucified an was

being mere man, and thet afterwards Ged took Him up to heaven, ;|

{

X s ill existing in heaven,
3 became God and was no longer mau, stil sting i :
:ixlxll;xi(;-HGeod. This poor priest wus quite ready to scknowledge his

ignorance, and listened attentively whilst I explained to him the

Cutholic doctrine of the Incarnation; his heresy was sxxvi\_ltly ttli::e xsnurlet
i T e L euficint theoiogion
i et in the whole 2 an f 0
iﬁx:u}fgt’:;nbén teacners of the faith, To employ T;.;nox:nlut byiir;résmantg
teach even children is only to provide blind zuides o'r)! lend bro,u"ht
it i3 not in this way that this ancient Chureh will be saved , a s

back into the old paths.

i is ign, OficisiSanctiog
The formal permission of the authorities, Turkish and Persian, Py

should be obtaimed for the establishment of the Mgssicz_' ,no‘t):t};ﬁ;ﬁ
there result such conflicts with the powers. thntd ﬁ u; A
hinder the work of the Mission, tglrL_thJ'Enghﬁl lixlx'ohu;rm{:]an g
i cs of the matives, both Christian an , and G
;Jl:. flh:():.?‘-‘f:i of avxiety to the Missionary and trouble fo Hexl' M:JG:?E:
Consuls, but also to irtlict positive cruelty onthe very Apeopie ¥ :w oy
to help ’by creating difficulties between them ued their m ers&l e
only end in trouble to the unfortunate Christians while we ¥
e powerless to help them. X e
ung ‘l:tr:‘ix?\?:‘ telfatsil'r. \\'url)xl hus honestly tried to do hl? !:x ,St ; ﬂt;]élt t;i;:
mopey entrusted to him for schools has been properly sr;:n s ity by
ull murmurings on the subject can be entirely uccounmh)?rr, rréfusayl v
the natursl avarice of thec.—\ss_\']riunfs, Ffmdl itxdrzlg‘uﬁy }t\a\L‘le ety Lo
clieve that the wealthy hurch of Engla could
?ﬁmﬁvz su;‘u toxthc work of their religious regeneration. I h“?;m
fully exumined and checked Mr. Wuhl's accompts of moneys pa
find them to be correct.

2. Ox rue Present CoNDITION oF THE AssYRiN CHURCIL

/

The Assyrian Christinns vere cut off from the nicn of the

P Heresy,
Catholic Church in the fifth century after Christ, because they refused

to join in snathematizing Nustorius, who had been condeml;ﬂeg:y ﬁ
Third Eeumenical Council r‘ordhxs 'Il‘:ﬁn_etxcal »opm:gns‘m_sp sotis g 1
carnation of our Blessed Lord. eir olog

xgle nndo:ﬁtedly tainted with hc‘;'esy,.and gl:i:ﬁ?ggel;g;fy snt;ﬁ :;;fmwnz
‘too ig) t to hold Nestorizn doctrines intel 8 ignorance
1(?;’111;1‘1)?‘“?11;:1 ilex'esy, and as a Church they :refuf:sTtl:\;E:i duﬁv:
:}mplny orltlmsox language by objecting to the hﬂg T Pemos," =
““ Mother of God,” und by using the expression anwo n:,f -
speaking of the Nature of Chriet. They habitually speak

i i ith Syriss, ble to suy how far this expresdion is the
! Not being acquainted with Syrss, I am unal 3 f preas e
res\:lteof confusion of language,” The whole matter ia t ﬂ{'l:mm-ed Bul‘er"

Nestorians and their Rituale, with notes by the late Dr,
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great heresiarch as ¢ Saint Nestorius,”’ and the popular estimation
puts him at least on the level of the Holy Apostles. | )
Next in importance comes the abuse of hereditary Bishops, which
seems to te o cormiption of the last three hundred years. ~The cheice
- being thus limited to single families, the sees are frequently filled with
unworthy prelates. X
Ecclesiastical discipline is at such a low ehb that bad or Careless
ecclesiastics seem to be left unpunished. * At the present time, of the
three Bishops whose sees are in the Plain of Urmi, two have been
absent in Europe for the last three years, ono having utterly rofused
to return to his people, the other (so the Exarch of Georgia informed
me) is now on his way home, simply because he could not get himself
sapported any longer in Russia; tho third Bishop has not left his
country, but is reported, whether truly or mot, to be thoroughly
worthless and immoral. No steps had been taken to deprive these
Bishops, Jut on my representing the state of affuirs to the Mattran, he
told me taat he intended to call a Synod and try to dqpqse then3, snd
the Patriarch promised me that if we established a Mission stutmlt at
TUrmi, he would consecrate fresh Bishops to take the place of the
aobsentees, but that without English support it would be useless to do
0, 03 they could not stand against foreign proselytism.

acionnt Url,  Since the abarndonment of the Old Assyrians of Urmi by their

Bishops with
their Sees,

spiritua] rulers they have become so disorgonised that there have been
no services on Sundays in the church, but only occasional Eucharists
on festivels. We recommenced the usual services on the Sul}day while
Mr., Cholmeley was at Urmi, and I left instructions that a priest was to
be found to carry them on through the winter, under the superinten-
dence of Mr. Wahl. There is a large body of Christians in and about
Urmi who have once been cither Presbyterians or Chaldweans, but who
now beleng to no community in particular, wishing to return to their
own Church, but having no one to take them by the hand. .

The following is a list of the Assyrian Bishops as furnished to me
by the Mattran, and corrected and enlarged by the Patriarch¥ ;—

Mar Shimoon, Patriarch of the East, resides at Kochanes. i

Mar Joseph Hnan-Ishu (or Joseph Levi), Maitrau or Metropolitan
of the East, resides at Shamsdia.

Mar Johannan of Shamsdin.

AMar Sor-Tshu of Gavar.

Mar Sleeva of Gavar, now ministering to the necessities of the
Assyrian colony in Erivan (Russia Armenia), having escaped
thither from persecution.

Max Sergis of Jeelu.

M.r Ishuyou of Amidia.

Alar Johnan of Ekri.

Mar Shimoon |

Mar Touma ;Ot Artel.

Mar Joseph of Schoch.

* For subseyuent and corrected lists of the episcopate sec mors recent Mirsion
publicatious.
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Moar Oraham, Patriorch-designate, a young man of twenty-two,
first cousin of the Patriarch, and consecrated by him last
Easter. He lives ct Kochanes.

All the above are in Turkish Kurdistan. On the Persian side of
the frontier there are in the Plain of Urmi:
Mar Goriel of Urmi, now in Russia. -
Mar Johannan of Gavilan, now in England (and said to be insane).
Mar Johnan of Superghan.

The two principal faults in the Assyrian character are untruthtul- Cotustwortht.

ess and avarice.  To proceed on & begging tour to England or Srganis

8
America 1s the highest smbition of an Assyrisn ; for muny have
returned to their native lend to puss their days in compurative
wealth owing to the misplaced zeal of honest and charitable people
in England, who are no match for the subtle Oriental. The appeal is
usually on behalf of a school, in rare cases there is some estublish-
ment of this kind in existence, and if the applicant be more than
ordinarily horest he may spend a third or even a half of the sum he
has ruised in England on his school when he returns, Any Oriental
begging for religious purposes should be suspected, but no support
without the most careful inquiry ehould be given to persons cal.ng
themselves Nestorinns, Persian Christiuns, Reformed Nestorinns, Pro-
testant Nestorinns, Assyrian Christians, and the like, even if they
present letters from their highest ecclesiastical authorities.

That the Assyrians really desire our religious uid I see no reason for Asyrisz dovo-
Joubting; their devotion to the See of Cunte.bury is such that they gm%
seem to be cor ident that the appearance of * Archbishop's men ” will dosiry trpe-
be the signal for the cure of ull their ills. They trust us because they rsasooable.

are persuaded that our desire is not to meke them Anglicans, or to
create schisms smongst them, and form fresh religious communities, as
is the aim of the Roman Catholics and the Presbyterians; but enly to
aid the existing Church, not to destroy, but to build up. Besides this
desire for religious aid the hope of temporal succour and protection
enters. largely into their calculations. “We cannot interfere with the
rule under which they live, but the clergy that are sent out to minister
to their spiritual necessities should at least be able to extend towards
the Old Assyrians the same protection as i afforded to thoir converts by
the French and American Missionaries, and this much I think they
have a right to expect. At present the temptation to leave their old
religion for the suke of temporal ndvantages is cruelly great. Of
course we must tuke care thut tte Church we protect shall be a home
of true teaching to them, otherwise they might us well be encouraged
to leave it.

Ané here I must briefly do justice to the work of the Latins aed Work

the Presbyteriaus. Both have dome much for the Assyrian nation ; ]

38 Tad
the former by cleansing a large body of the npative Christiana from sl °

taint of Nestoriun heresy, and by giving their clergy a semsible

theological education; the latter by the printing of the Sacred ...

Scriptures in the sucient and modern tongues, the excellent secular
instruction they have afforded toa large number of the natives, and the
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- English priests vculd probabl st rot less than £200 at Koch
i . . . 4. sach as an nglish priests weuld p ¥ cost rot less 200 at Kochanes.
philanthropic works in which 2&‘.”. ha:e been engaged, The people wil give the land and what materials and labour they can.
hospital ard a small school of medicine. l‘:‘tl Urmi thers iz already a suitzble house of which I shall speak
i 3 . ian Church delow.  The averge annual cost per head of bourding, lodging, and,
x:::as of the The two imrediately pressing necessities of the Assyrian nre;

in some cases, clothing the students would most likely be about £15,

Chureh, are 1—— but the most diﬂ:emut sums were mentioned to me!; the Lutins (as I
N 1. Education for the clergy. d service-books, before stated?) 8Ive £28 as the average at their semiuvary at Chosrova;
o ook ?:Emﬂirtts‘;rg;: Shl::lip stehr(:;ll1selves‘ m these :)h{z lﬂgludes CIOtlljltl;nfal and lthe maintenance of large buildiags, things
ey o it : rch eing done on u liberal scale. . . .
Sy R T ST o b it b e
e collnpsei. ki (;;16 otl;d‘t‘.'hes‘ have not enmough books for We should have thirty Littlo eentres of spirituul eulightenment and .
without education of any sort, ai

£ the Chureh, al1 the. oxisting oncs being i manusoripe. orthodox teaching distributed throughout Kurdistan, in eight or ten
the services of the Church, s

Tears, fifty or sixty, and so on.
and only two or three copyists being left. This is only submitted gg & rough sches

me ; in practice probably many
alterations would have to be mado.

Two Mission 3. RECOMMENDATIONS. All the old‘l,oyks should be printed in.the two languuge Aucient pristing.

e is Grace’s request to base upon the above Report and Modern Syriae. Liturgies and serviee-books are necessary imme-

I now venture at his mcei utlld unewest the establishment of two diately. The people would value their old theological works iafinitely
certain recommendations. I sho ths other in Kurdistan, either at more than any new Western ones; we might choose for printing such
Mission stations, ome at UmGlz; o At one of these the printing. as were cithur free from Nestoriun taint, or such as required the fewest
Kochanes or in the plain Olf b1 -v%!'.;mi‘ would be the best for this), at possible omissions.  And here it s the place to say that I do not think
press migkt be worked (%‘: "i )'cnl Collese should be established. there will be found any scrious difficulties ig the way of eradually
the other a Scmlﬂalijl‘l 'i’)f EZ:%LC immediate dircction of the English putting the Assyrians in the path of orthodoxy, provided that the

This college shou t'e untenchers of whom there are at least three Missionary clergy exureise judgment,
clergy, nsiisted by native ho o already sufficiently capable. It Edueation and prioting ure the two works to be taken i hand at gymoa.
amongst the Old Assyrinns w do :;mt’he disposal of the Mission for once. A nutional synod, to be convoked under the influence of our
seems advisable that ht'.he1 dﬁ;)n cc:;  the disposal o ok clergy, for the reformation of abuses which have mostly crept in during
educationel purposes shou :h Patriarch, the Mattran, the Rabban the lust three hundred years, s u great work to be kept in view, but

Scheme for a The idez I submitted to the Tesiactical and lay, and which was not immediately pressed.

Beminary, Johnan, and other chief pemouﬁ, ecfcﬁ;“_'iu"‘, —That’ the students be Less than three English priests would make 0o impression whatever Number af Mis
approved of by them, was ft fe _&m and .cnir-hteen, the latter being on the work. _Five would, I think, be ample for ali purpeses,® but porme aadid
educated? between ihe O orine of deacomss ETpar they reside nine three are sullicicat for the present. They ought to be unmarried,
the usual age for the %r ﬁm:f t%r their vacation the three winter because although European women snd children could live comfartably
months at the college, an . av nior students be required to give in the plain of Crmi, none ought to be taken into such a country as
months, during “i‘;fé‘r t] cin Etehei!‘ Vet ook bunb M Kurdistan proper, and Mrs, Wahl des;rvqs the highest eredit for
instruetion to mﬁ e th 'e’:au attend school. If this scheme were to having cheerfully submitted to great privations during the last four
guly montlis W e}ﬁ \?e should be maintaining more village schools oars I order to be with her hushand. Again, if the ‘are
be found practical de’ ith hardly any cost beyond the college expenses, married, cach must have a sepazate establishment, Europeans are
than at presen.t, aa s W better instruction, and the students would be bound to keep up a certain position in Persia, and thus the expense of
the children would ge: branch of pastoral work before they left their maintenance would be full three times more thap if they all
obtaining e?pencncc in one. bra P hv;‘(lix tugethﬁ; ;n !tlhe Mission station.* 1
the college. g ece. A house to ey ought to have a common purse and control of the expenditure,

Qost of Boml Ifis ‘h‘!i.c“lt t°r3PCnL ‘.‘&t‘l’e?gﬁrg"fgo‘l’ﬁ::ﬁ igggﬁodation for two Oze important witter is that they should be empowered to act on
contain thirty boarders wi their own responsibility, without having always to wait for orders

1 They would have learnt already at least to read and write. 1 The natives put it mueh lower—£5 or £6,
a Thiryty is the age for the ordination of priests. 3 ’ X % In letter containing nparrative of jourray, See p. 5.
* A close- qequaintance with the wrk of the American P.r::sb‘_yt:nqm/db_spoﬁ;;;;;b S A ,,,e.h:c‘[ man would be of T ase,
ke a less favaurabls view of the wor th of the seculur education given in l‘"‘:::‘[‘“ o - SMr. ahl was withdrawn #1885, The Rev. Camon Muclean, E.A.,.Qud the
%Z not tlink they wunderstand the rientat eharacter, and they seews to ap Yy ;?Z:vh’l:’. E grmt;":; l)f-il-.(r{ “p ﬂ:‘ m 2:326. ;{d x»:‘m bn:'u frmy
ot Zstern a type. . - d. M, y .. X . (2 .
mu,a;;;,: 011::;‘,:,: ::I:;a ‘:hcy}s’mor students teach in eillage schools has boew adopted The trco former are graduates of Cambridge, the tios Iaturajo:%rd.
byvllte ‘.lllfs(on (1887) and scems to work well,
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from home. Occasions must constantly arise when it will be necessary
for the Mission to determine upon a course of action without delay,
and it takes at least two months in summer and four in winter for ay
exchange of letters between Gavar and London. .
Head of the This makes it all the more important to have a good priest af the
o) . heed of the Mission. He must be & thoroughly capable man with
:?‘?:g'qunlm- great fact, a theologisn and a gentleman, and he must be able to steer
the ship of the Missior through many temporal difficulties, and to hold
his ow=: in case of necessity, against that most sstute of all diploma-
tists, & polished Oriental. . .
Agan, the Old Assyrinns look upon the Latins and the Presbyterians
as the'r two great enemies. The head of our Mission must be & man
who i juito sure of his ground, with 21l his theological lines clear and
distinat, and whilst ke maintains unswerving fidelity to the decrees of
tie Tniversal Church, e must not give colour to the suspicion thet
Le is e Prpist or a Presbyterian in disguise.! The interference of
“Westarns with any of the old Eastern Churches is always a delicate
matter, and requires the greatest coution. And as regards the twe
Miss:onary organisatiors at present established there is no reason why
our M:ssivn should net bo on friendly terms with both; in fact it
would be most unforturate if the Europeans in Persia should qaarrc
- mmeagst themselves ¢ prtting aside the religious question altogether,
7 ane cannot help being thankfal for all philanthropic work undertaken,
* by good and zcalsus men in such & country.
Furthor detste, . 10 descond to smalles matters. Total abstinence having been in-
applicable tc all'sisted upon as a condition of communion by the Americans, and having
the misslonaries heonme the distinguishing mark of Presbyterianism, a Teetotal Mis.
sionary would run the risk of arousing the prejudices of the people.
On the othier hand, the strongest survival of old customs amidst the
general decay of the Assyrian Church is that of fasting, about which
all from the highest to the lowest are most sirict; and the clergy that
are sent out must be careful as to their conduct in this matter. 1
need hardly say that they must be endewed with the real Missionary
spirit, with the same disintercsted zeal and eare for the glory of God
and th2 good of His Church which animated the Apostle of England
and his little band, for they will have just the same work as St. 4 ustin
had to de.

Amnoal income 1 cannot speak with any accuracy on the annual income required

required. for the Mission, but I should think that after we have procured the
necessary buildings, £1,000 to £1,500 a year would be sufficient, *
Flrmins, One more general recommendation I have to make, and an important

one; that proper firmans for the Mission in Turkey and Persia be
obtained, and the whole affair definitely arranged *with the respective
Goverrments, befors any clergy are sent out from England.

1 X pray thee that men leavened with the leaven of the Popes and the Americans
be not eiixed up with the foundation of this school.”—Letter of the Mattran to Mr.
Wubl (Mission Field, March, 18525,

st the time I uwrote this T I‘a(/ nit travelled over the whole Chaldean country, and
Aad no_idea of its extent or of Me/mrerly and helplessuess of the people. A much
larger income ts necessnry to enuble the Mission work to be carrisd on properly.
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If it be decided to estublish this ermanent Mission I should Firss be
: adrise the following steps to be taken asiu.rly as poseible.on SO e
t. Three priests to be sent out from England, one t {
Urmi, the other two to proceed to Koclmnea.‘g ’ o remein at

2. There is a house at Urmi alrendy in the occupati; Vi

It is a large building of two storeys c{nmining eig‘:: x:?;ujf {orc‘zrn;u‘gyni}nm
the whole of one of the long sides of a courtyard measuring’ 133 ft. bg
108 ft. Besides the house proper 8 row of offiees ozcupies another side
of thm. court, and the stables und a porter's lodge part of a third.
There is also a smaller yard, and plenty of space for future addition to
the building, if required at any tirme. Ig my opinion it is g saitable
housg for the purpose of a Mission station, and I recommend its
scquirement.  Its total cost inclusive of land and necessary repai:

was £230, which Mr. Wah! hos incurred on his own resp&nsibilit\'.
It would require some further repairs aud a few alterations. :

3. Proper Syrinc (Syro-Chaldaic) type to be sent out to Trmi,
and the printing commenced without delay.

4. The opening of a temporary and experimental seminary at
Kochares.

" Mr.‘“'ahl was of opinion that a Mission station at Kochynes Was Inportance of
unadvisable. I do mot think the post ought to be ubundoned without ke a5 s
grave reasons. It is the centre of the Assyrian Church ; at the present —
time the young Patriarch-designate is living there, and his spiritual
Nand mtellef:tual education is most important ; the present Patrisech
and all his family wish to have the college amongst them, and
the Rubl.)nn Johuan, the best and most learned man in the whole
Church, lives at Kochanes, and Eas promised to do his utmost in support
of éhe scheme,
upposing the two English priests to arrive at the beginning of £s parisental
May, something of this sort might be done. They might pm%i;u 2’,,“”‘,,;""’,“'“
themselves with two large tents, take in ten pupila as an cxperiment'
and commence their education with the help of the Rabban Jchnag
and an assistant (ome that speaks English can be found), occupying i
them.st:lycs with the general direction of the course of studi the L
acquisition of the Syriac language. At the approach of winter"the few B
students would be dismissed to their homes, the Missionaries would
retire into one of the houses in the sillage, and early the following
year could either commence building operations at Kochanes, or, if the
experiment had not been eatisfactory, move down to the plain of Gavar :
and open the college.under the autherity of the Mattran.® - o

1 In summer & good rider could reach Urmi in two long days from Kochages,
* There ars now (1368} four Mission stationa: the central statiom at Urmi, one az

. Eochanes, one at Superghan, and ancther ut Ardigh i, Builds
i commenced at Kockares, am‘u’y to diffeulties with the IirkiakuGﬂxl;‘“«tr“ ¥t deen
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APPENDIX.

The following letters! were brought from the East by Mr. Riley, and
deliversd by him to the Archbishop of Canterbury on his refurn.

-At the request of his Grace, the translations from the original Syrise
have been made by the Dean of Canterbury. .

They are numbered I., I, and IIL., and were written by the
following persons:—

I. Mar Shimoon, the Patriarch aud supreme Ruler of the
Church and nation.

II. The Mattran, or Metropolitan ; hereditary Second Acthority in
the Church, whose duty it is to invest the Patriarch.

IIL. Robban Johnan, or Rabbi Jomak, a learned anchorite, who
dwells in a little room attached to the church at Kochanes.

Assyrian

I

Reuben® Simeon by the grace of God Patriarch, Catholicos of the
East, ruler of the ancient Church 91‘ the Chaldcans.

»
To his Grace Edward Archbisiop of Canterbury and Metropolitan,
and general (or universal) ruler of all England and sl her possessions,
complete in honour and glory, this is brought near with loving
greetings.

T iting of your Grace on the 8th of the Western month of
A'ngllxzt,‘“l’lsts%; with joy +was brought to our hands by the most
escellent Athelstan Riley, your beloved som in our Lond and our
honoured brother in Christ, student of FPembroke College in the
¢ity of Oxford ; by meeting whom and sceing him and by his words we
have found hope and eonfidence for the fulfilling of our requests which
it our writings were brought before the blessed former Archbishop
and also before your Grace. In which we described for your Grace
the state of our ancient people, which was eminent and affluent in
times past, and has come to this feebleness at the present time. And
it seems to us that there is o help mor support from any cther place
whereby we might be strengthened; because they are our enemies
except the pure and cleansed [reformed] Church of the Archbishop.
And if your compassion neglects her as hitherto it has neglected her,
she will be dispersed and perish among her enemies, and in a short
time her name and memory will vanish for ever,

‘We have spoken by word of mouth with your honoured messenger
about our requests and petitions, that we might have 2 school in
Kochares and aoother in TUrumia, firstly for the instruction of
presbyters who stand at the head and their instruction in the Cenons;
w1d then smaller schools for the villages. And also o priuting press

[Sez pp. 8, 14, and 17.]
* Or* Rewit”

-

" Sacraments.
1ds

Y ~hbishop,

“ond affectionate salutations are offered t,
’»;lla!.)bis 2nd chief of the fathers, that is, ¥
politan of the blessed Church of England,
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to print Church books which are needed for

holdi .
And it is clear that for these elng o b

We require money and

help
For

And that which ye have written that ¢ the atr i
3 A ongly d
your people,” this we did pot belieg; to be py;mebsl:e

3 f
I as perished by robbery and theft ynd lund, ¥
race is greatly imporerished until what e need evexf i‘:l:metr’c:ﬁgcgeué
fxcom the community.  On this account oyr third request is that you
_uould. take care for the de!’epce of our nation from those wrongs which
11111 ;algx;;s \x;{yi are (ione ]to it by our enemies ang especially to our soi}
E 5 which are bough: and sold b e i
the Fg cyuich are Sougl S Y royal deeree (wickedness %) to
Fgr thi purpose of confirming these
we beg that your Lordship will take eare to chaose and ge
; nd zealous
:l;g]l:ht;uﬂfof S]xe H&ly Sht;:t, Iz whom your love ghal] be fervent in
ang for the rational she f Christ's flock, ike
coeking.  Dr. Dagns ep o rist’s flock, like the good and
. We believe that love und strength and zeu] for the
18 you more than in those who Tos¢ up before you,
gout;e the l:mnd of the council of your kingdom that
duty in the matter of sovernment; and likewise to incite and mak
‘zeulous the spiric of t.he‘rivh and z,zoble ond powerful of your fumouz
.md‘ blessed Chu.rch of England, that she way open her bund to give
tggo%lg’ﬂudl;ns, (\;iinchh\ydl be the means of uniting the four portions of
he unt Church into one. A frerthis the m 4
bﬁhop shall sec that she Efurth to Gl el the —
ful and Pleasing in aspect aud in brave deeds in the
Then shall be establis_hed # crown of victory and a great treasure in
heaven for the Archbishop who cared for them, and for the Bishops
!x;nd presbyters who laboured, and for their messengers who bore the
urden and begt of the day, and for the rich and noble who pat their
mo&lpy into an mitlmupt.lble treasury for ever and ever, Amen,
. Yiven in our palace on the 7th d f the Easte,
in the year of Christ 1664 > 927 of the Eustern month of @etober

From your troe brother Reuben Simeon.

things which we have described

Church are found
aad that you ean
they may do their

—_—
. IL
¢ Address. May this book document] come to th
Metropolitan of ondon. %.men. © the hand of Fdward,

Frox Smawspry

oF Konprsrax,
Mar Joseph Hnnanjesns,

Metropolitan of the East; loving i)
thy Holiness, ﬁm
to Archbishop Edward, Metro-
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1 rejoiced greatly when thy letter came unto me, and it was esteemed
by me as a treasure fall of spiritual blessings. And especielly, cause
of endless gratitude we have received from [of] thee, even I and all
our people, Nestorians; because thou hast remembered us again and
has sent to us that worthy messenger and evangelist of peace our
beloved brother in Christ, Athelstan Riley, who was a comfort fo us
and dawned on uslike brightness from the East to lighten the darkness
of our hearts, gloomy with the darkness of tribulations and oppressions.
And now behold, we receive him with much love, and showed him all
our occupations and customs, and have con!mended to him all our
requests, and ke shall make known our petitions before thy Holiness,
according as he has seen with his eyes and heard with his ears.  For
from the day that Mr. Cutts, the firsi messenger of your Lordship,
came unto us, and I assembled our Church to meet him, and he gave us
a helping hand, we bave taken refuge in your powerful kingdom.
And our friend Mr. Voel [Wahl] came azd showed much zeul towards
us, but was not helped according to his »eal. For he was much
sraitened and persccuted with us by those heathens because be was
with us amongst those [wword unknown] terrible lions who were thirst-
ing for the blood of Christians. And they destroyed our church and
trampled under foot its enclosure [or laura]. And we were thrown

down and fell into the hand of our enemies, and would not have been
able to arise if we had not been helped by your Lordship with great
might and by the will of the Lord. As Mr. Riley also will inform
thy Holiness about us. These suffice, Amen.

1884, September 24,

Mar Joserm,

This by my hand.

IIL

Rabbi Jonah, a stranger, poor and needy, despoiled and oppressed,

needing help from Christianity [Christendom], who is not worthy of
the name and rank which by grace is given to him, even that of an
Evangelic Deacon, unworthy either of name or of remembrance or of

intercourse with the faithful, or of fellowship with the clerical assem- " |

blies of the sons of the Holy Apostolic Catholic Church which is in
all the ends of the earth, and in the four quarters of creation; in whick

the discrect wisdom of God is revealed, the mystery which was hidden

from worlds and sges in God, who created all, and it was declared by
the knowledge of the adorable Persons of the sovereign Trinity. In

which truly we take refuge, the exalted with the lowly, the nine -
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ranks of the heavcaly churches und the nine degrees of our earthly
church, wkich enclose within them in the sospel net by the preachers

- of the gospel, both Jews and Aramcans, and the divided people who

desire war. Peace which the archangel proclaimed to th= Virgin of
our race by Him who is God and manp, perfect and complete in the

- nuality of natures and persons of one Soaship, one Person; who by

the Holy Spirit took flesh and became man, and the firsthorn from the
dead, and the Father of the adoption of sons for the world to come;
who became the Mediator of the New Testameat between God and
man, and destroyed the hedge which stood in the midst, and the
enmity, by the sacrifice of His human Body and the Blood of his
fleshly Person, and came and preached peace to us that were far off
and to them that were near. This very peace we give to ali who
accept our peace [or salutation], we Eistern Chaldwean Nestarians,
although we are a reproach amongst the nations .ad an abomination
accused amongst the peonles. We all, indved, finally give peace [or
greetings of peac.] although we be not worthy, to the star shining in
a gloomy night and to the one watchful shepherd and careful pilot and
firm pillar, who is the great priest Edwand, Metropolitan of England.
Whose sealed letter came unto us iu these days in which also que
writing is penued, und it is sent by the hand of the desirable youth
Athelstan Riley, aposile and messenger and a pleasant odour and
acceptable sacrifice und pleasant before God and pleasant ulso to men.
For such as he is we thirst, and such as he is we receive. If you
remain towards us according to the promise that is between us we are
content with this, we have no complaint at all against any one, if it
shall be accordiag to the law of your kingdom which decvives not.
And now forthwith this indication is enough for thy wisdom. Farewell,

‘The Chaldxan October:
8th of it, 1884, of Christ.
Rapsr Joxam,
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Communion but a remuant in the almost inaccessible fastnesses of
the Kurdish mouncains, whither the Catholicos fled for safety with
the survivors of his flock.

In the sixteenth century a schism arose in the Assyrian Church Schism in e
over the succession to the Citholicate or Patrinrchate, and a third ' ceaty:
of the Assyrian nation followed an anti-Patriarch, who set up his

REPORT ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE
" ARCHBISHOP'S MISSION TO THE ASSYRIAN residence at Mosul; the other two-thirds, COmEosed of the dwellers +
in the mountains and in Persia, maintained their allegiance to the

CHURCH IN 1886. . Shimoon Patriarch, the Assyrian Catholicate having been hereditary
. in that family since 1450, In 1778 the anti-Patrarch of Mosul

submitted to Rome with all his flock, and thus arose the Chaldear

Tniat Church, the Yatriarh of Mosul taking the title of Patriarel

1. HISTORY OF THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH. of Babylon. Vut the old Church still remmined isolared from all
- contact with the rest of Christendom, and it was not until the year

II. APPEAL OF THE ASSYRIANS TO THE CHURCH OF 1843 that it opened formal communicatimg with the Church of
ENGLAND, AND THE ANSWER. - England through a letter indited tw Mar Shimeon o the Archbishop

of Canterbury (Dr. Howley',
Much kaving been hes

Assyrian or Chaldean Christians Fimt commoui.

i Foundatior.. HE Assyrian or Chaldeun Church was f.ounded,wnccordhxg t on the return of the Euphrates E pedition in 1837, the Royal 1 oo bitwean
] the ancient tradition, by two of the disciples of St. Thomas— Gueographical Socicty aud the Sociery for Promoting Christian Cawter’sng tha
Saints Addai and Mari of the Seventy (8t. Luke x. 1)—in the first Knowledge united to bear the expenses of an expedition to the ™7
age of Christianity, St. Mari, or Mar Juri, asheis called in Assyria, Assyrian country, and thus Mr. W. F. Ainsworth effectod nu
being the first Bishop of Ctesiphon, an ancient city on the Tlg:m-" -~ entrance into the Kurdish mountains in the vear 18400 Thix JETSY
not far from Babylon. The immediate successors of St Mari in expedition was folliwed hy that of the Rev. Geurge Perey Badger
the primacy of the Church of the East were Abrees, Abraham (a in 1842,* who was despatched by the Archbishop of Canterbury s
kinsman of James, “the brother of God”), and thirdly, Yakoo, (Dr. Howley} and <he Bishop of London (Dr. Blom#icld} to assist
or James, who was also of the kindred of the Blessed Virgin. Tp Mar Shimoon in the education und improvement of his people, and
to the fifth century the Assyrian Church, or Chureli of the East, as " 10 open communications with Mar Elia, the head of the Papal
it was called, was dependent on the Patriarchate of Antioch, the Chaldeans, who was holicved to he inclined to euter int amijeable
suceessors of St. Mari heing designated by the title Cutholicos of the rclations with the English CLureh. Dr. Dadger remained in
3 East, and rapking next to the five great Patriarchs of Rome, - Assyria for & year at the cost of the Society for the Propagation
: Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, accordingtoa - of the Gospel and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
5 Nestarian canon of the Council of Niceea in 325. But in 431 Nestorius was but, the former Socicty withlrawing from the work in 1843, Dr. is
g Leresy. condemned by the Council of Ephesus for his heretical opinions Budger wus recalled.  He had already commenced educational work
¥ respecting the Incarndtion of our Lord; the Church of the East amongst the Assyrians. and the epistle of Mar 8himoon, which will
¥ espoused his cause, and was thereby cut off from communion with De found with the uther letters at the end of this Report, shows
: the Catholic Church. Soon after this the Catholicos of the East - with what feelings of dismay the Assyrians viewed his recall®
) assumed the further title of Patriarch. . " During the mission vf Dr. Badger the great Kurdish insurrection,
133 Several centuries elapsed before the visitation of God fell upen under Bedr Khan Reg, took place: thousands of Christians were
: the Assyrian Church: her schools at Edessa, Bagdad, and Nisibis put to the swerd ; ard Mar Shimoon himself, flying from the infidels,
were noted for their Iearning, her divines for their subtle intellects, obtained a shelter under Dr. Badger’s roof at Mosul. The fact of
her missionaries for their zeal. Assyrian missions were planted the presence of an English priest as a counseller and Pprutector
smongst the Bactrians, the Huns, the Tartars, the Persians, the during the greatest calamity that has befallen their naticn in
: Indians, the Chinese, and in the eleventh century the Catholicos of - = modern times may perhaps explain the devotion the Assyrians have
the East ruled over twenty-five Axchbishops, whose Metropolitical  ever sincéfexhibited towards England and England’s Church.
Persecutins.  Soes stretched from Jerusalem to China.” But in the fourteenth Being thus bitterly disappointed of English suppory, it was long
century the blow came: successive Mohammedan persecutions before the Catholices of the East again applied to our Primate; but
extérminated onc by one the branches of the great community, and . Ainsworth’ . o o Al ; P
Tamerlanc pursued)the unfortunate Christim;gsr with such relgx'nless & uynxi j:::,:;f“;iloi.bf’:rt;’.d lgif.’(.ardm o sduis Mizor, Mesopotam, Chaidea
fury that nothing was left of the once flourishicg and powerful 2 See Badger’s Neatorvans and their Rituals, 2 vols. Masters, 1852,

s See Appendix, p. 38.
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casional appeals of a more or less private nature reached
1868, %cnglnnd hats'gen 1843 and 1868. In the latter year a formal
petition, signed by three Bishops, five Ialeks, or _chiefs, thirty-two
priests and eleven dencons, was forwarded to the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the Bishop of London.! Moved by these persistent
+  supplications, the two English Axchbishops cgmm.m.smnfzd the
Reverend E. L. Cutts to undertake a journey to Kurdistan in 1876
for the purpose of obtaining more definite information respecting
the Assyrians and of the way in which help could be most usefully
given to them. Dr. Cutts has published the account of lis
journey and the way in which he was received by Mar Shimoon
and his flock in Christians under the Creseent tn Asia® The result
of Dr. Cutts’s report was the sending vut of the Rev. Rudolph Wahl,
an Austrian by birth, but ir Anglican Orders (of the Amem;n?l ’
1881 Church) in 1881 by the late Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Tait’. -1
184 In 1884, serious difficulties having arisen with the Turkish and . *
Persian authorities, I was commissioned by the present Archbishop
of Canterbury to visit Assyria and Kurdistan in the autumn of
that year and to draw up a report upon the state of the Mission
and its future conduct.® 1t being found that Mr. Wakl was not a
persona grate to the Assyrians, and that his nationality was an
inguperable difficulty to obtaining for him th2 zecessary protection,

o 18sm this clergyman was withdrawn in 1883, . .
Re-establish- Meantwhile great exertions were made by his Grace to re-establish
Englishmisslor. the Assyrian Mission upon a permanent and satisfactory basis, it
being felt that the honour of the Church of England was more or

the Holy Commuuion to those who were present. The two
Mission priests then received a special benediction at the Lands
of the Primate, and a few hours later the Assvrian Mission sturted
for the East. His Grace having commissioned me to conduct the
Mission to Assyria, to introduce the clergy to the Patriarch and
Bishops, and as far as possible to arrange matters satisfactorily
with the Turkish and Persian authorities, I left England shortly
after the dlergy, who went by way of Constantinople, and joined
them at Titlis. Some delay was caused by the unwillingness of the
Russian Government tc allow the Mission to pass through Russian
territory, but, thisdifficulty being overcome, we ut length arvived at
Urmi on August 9th. © Ten miles from Urmi we were met by Mar
Goriel, the Bishop of Trmi, at the head of ahout 1wo hundred of his
people, clergy and laity, and so escorted to the town. The Sunéay
following, the Holy Hucharist, according to the Engli<h rite, vas
celebrated in the Assyrian Cathedral of St Mary, in the preserce
of the Bishop and an overflowing cougregation, when Canon
Maclean brietly addressed the people, throngh an interpreter,
< “setting furth the object and aimof the Mission and how the work

would be conducted with the approbation of Mar Shimoon and his

Bishops, at whose earnest entreaty it was commencel.

From Urmi we crossd into Turkey. entering the mountains of
Kurdistan from the Plain of Gavar, shaping our course for Kochanes,
the Patriarch’s village. At Shandtah, & village six hourd’ journey
from Iochanes, we met the Putriarch, Mar Shivwoon, Catholicos of

€ A . the East, and I presented to his Holiness the Mission priests with
less at stake, and that the devotion of the Aseyrians to the English theletter of our Primate.? We travelled together to the Patriarchal
Church after nearly half a century of disappointment, deserved an seat, and when we had arrived within an hour’s ride of that place
adequate response. were met by the Rabban Johnan, the Hermit of Kochanes. I had
In the spring of 1885 the Reverend W. H. Browne, LL.M, one = g the acquaintance of this remarkable man in 1884, The
of the clergy of St. Columba’s, Haggerston, \:nlvmteered for . Inst of the theologians of * the Church of the East,” the last of
Assyrin; and in the autumn of the same year, Canon Maclenn, her monastic order, a man whose reputation for saintliness and
M.A., late Scholar of King’s College, Cambridge, placed his learning had spread far beyond the limits of his own Church, * and
services at the disposdl of the Archbishop for five yesrs, with the whose iufluence was co-extensive with the Assyrian nation, he
approval of his diocesan, the Lord Bishop of Argyll and the had left his retreat in the valley of Tyari, in the year 1883, and
Isles. The spring of 1886 was spent in making due preparation - }ag taken up his residence in a little cell attached to the church
for the establishment of the permanent Mission and in corre- at Kochaues in the forlorn hope of being able to save the
spondence with the Patriarch of Antioch that all might be df.»ne Assyrian Church from the destruction which seemed inevitable.
in accordance with the order of the Church. Everything having Here he emplayed his time in training Mar Auraham, the youn,
been satisfactorily arranged, o farewell service was held in Lam- Patriarch-designate, teaching the children of the village, ang
beth Palace Chapel at 8.30 ..., on Wednesday, Jube 2nd, the copying the old Assyrian MSS. I had much conversation with
Archbishop of Canterbury celebrating _the Iloly FEucharist, him in 1884, and he had entreated for help from England. “I
assisted by his domestic chaplain, the Rev. Montague Fowler, ' g old and alone,” said he; “what can I do?” snd he had
Canon Maclean and Mr. Browne ministering as Gospeller eud - promised ®o use all his influence on behalf of vur Mission if this
Epistler. His Grace delivered an address, and aftersards guve assistance should be sent to the Assyrian Church. .
His joy at the sight of my return with the loug-expected English

1866,

1 See Appendis, p. 40, ?1vol. Dublished by S.I.C.K. . priests can he imagined, he absolutely fell upon our necks and
et . . e y - kissed us, and then taking his staff preceded us to Kochanes.

8 See Narrative g Tisit to the A an Christias Kurdistan, published at - 4 A 3 . . .
the office of the Ass)"{i:[:n Cmixsj.?nnsl‘Cum,gi:‘zé:, '_‘.”1;::\‘3';’\%‘\‘ l’\’\“n‘!‘tm’il’)gkh The old man cherished the idea of going himself to Urmi to see

8ee Appendix, pages 41—45. 1 See Appendix, page 45, 2 He was invited to the last Vatican Couneil.
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the opening of the college, but it had been otherwise decreed,
Oae day, nbout three weeks after the arrival of thq Mission at
Kochanes, he went-down to bathe for his health in a sulphur
spring at some distance from the villuge,_ and never ret'umed
alive; it was supposed he had been taken with a fit whilst in the
water. 'Che English priests were almost the last persous he ever
spoke to on earth, and they followed him to his grave, when,
emidst the tears of the Assyrians, he was laid to rest in the little }
ccmetery of Kochanes, Truly a wonderful Nune dimdttis ! Lo,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have
seen Thy salvation.”

The Patriarch summoned the Mattran, or Metropolitan, Mar
T:aae, to Kochanesto assist at the deliberations on the manner in
which the work of the regeneration of the Assyrian Chuwwlh
should be begun. The Persian Bishops also came for the some
purpose. The college and school, opened at Urmi this winter,
are the outcome of their deliberations.

the Roman obedience in 1873, and had since remeained as an isolated
Catholic communior, under the supervision of the Mattran Mar Elia
Melus, a prelate of learning, and, by all accounts, of piety and
homour. Out of tha six Assyrian or Chaldean churches in Mosul
(which all belonged to Rome before 1873} four are the property
of this independert Catholic Chaldean Church. Many of the chief
families of Mosul have thrown in their lot with this Church, notably
that of Rassam. well known in connection with the Layard explora-
tion, and now represented by Mr. Nimrod Rassam. The great
village of Telkief, near Mosui, eontaining one thousand houses, is
chiefly non-Roman, and the Church is in the hands of the inde-
pendent Chaldeans. In the other villages round Mosul the
churches are in the hands of the Romauns, and the inhabitants,

owing to pressure, have outwardly conformed. Two monasteries,

Mar Elia and Mar Michael, hav renounced the Roman obedience,

and twelve priests in Mosul are under the jurisdiction of Mar Elia

5 Melus. A printing-press (with firman} is attached to one of the

Catholic As. y-
rian Church.

5

?gy ’Oﬂhml';l!! As- Leaving the clergy at Kochanes, where they stayed six wecks churches. A Bishop, Mar Audishou, is under Mar Elia in charge of
syrian conmizy. t¢ study the language, I undertook two journeys, vue a com- a similar separated Catholic Chaldean Church at Mulabar in India.
1. To Van. i

paratively short one, to Van—through = little known country, nut
of any particular interest from an Assyrian point of view. At Van
Mr. Barnham, the English Consul, resides.  Unfortunately he was

From Mosul I returned to Amadia, and then striki
direction crossed the Zab aud passed through the A-
of Tyari, Tchooma, Baz, and J--elu.
of the Maleks or chiefs of the -

in a N.E.
an valleys
I usually stayed in the houses

ahsent at the time of my visit. The Russian Consul, M. Kolu-
bakine, received me with extreme courtesy, took much interest in
hearing about the Mission, and recommended that the Russian
Ambassador at Constantinople should be supplied with all the
feets relating to it, that he might understand that the objects
were purely religious, as otherwise political complicativns might
ensue.

After the arrival of iho Matiran, and before the death of the
Babban Johnan, I undertovk my second and longer jowrner,
following the course of tho Zab through the Tyari zountry ro
Amadia, and thence to Mosul, starting from Kochanes «n
September 4th. At Amadia Mar Shimoon’s country ends, the
Assyrians south of this Kurdish town belonging to the Mosul
Patrinrchate, now united with Rome (sce page 23). The line is

rot exactly drawn, and in the valley of the Supna there are still |’

eight old Assyrian villages, which Kasha Auraham, a learned priest

of the old Church, has, with difficulty, kept loyal to Mar Shimoon. %

yrian tribes. At Jeelu [ remained
two days, at the request of Mar Sergis, the Bishop, who wished
me to be present ot the festival of the Exaltetion of the Cross, a
day kept with great solemnity by all Eastern Christians. Finally,
" 1 emerged from the mountains at the Plain of f-avev, and then

. crossed the frontier into Persia, reaching Ureai or. Mivhuelmas Eve.
% The Mission priests had already returned from Kochunes, and were
busy furnishing the mission-house, and laying iu stures of every
kind for the winter. Ileft Urmi ten days later, on (htober 12th,
after paying a furewell visit to Prince Jansis Mirza, the Governor,
and travelling viz Titlis and the Caucasus, reached London on All
Sain:s’ Day.

. THE COUNTRY OF THE ASSYRIANS.

The Assyrians live partly in Turkey, partly in Persia. The map
wat the end of this Report shows their position, between Lake Urmi.
{Lake Van, and the River Tigris. Their numbers are probably

The Dominican missionaries extend considerable protection to the -
Romar Assyrian villages, and thus the temptation to join the -
; Romen communion is very great. (Concerning this see Nurrative

of @ Fistt to Rurdistan in 1884, p. 13.) The Americans also have

sent agents from Urmi to endeavour to found Preshyterian schools in
+his valley, but hitherto unsuccessfully. From Amadia I proceeded
rvie Daoudia, Bebozi, and Sheikh Adi to the Plain of Mosul. I
visited the ancient Assyrian monastery of Rabban Hormuzd, now
Roman, and so reached Mosul. Here a surprise awaited me.
Instead of the whole Mosul Patriarchate united with Rore I found
¢ separate Assyrian communion of considerable size that had abjured

“ubout 100,000, By far the larger part of the nation inhsbits
‘Turkey; here, too, are the Patrierch, the Mattran, and ali the
; Bishops except two, Mar Goriel and Mar Johnun. Their country
vin Persia is flat, comprising the Plain of Urmi and the Dlain of
«Salmas to the north of the Plain of Urmi and separated from it by
:a ridge of hills, which stretches from the Turkish frontier to the
~Lake of Urmi, These plains are extremely fertile and carefilly
cultivated. The owners of the soil are chiefly Mohanumneduns. The

P
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two towns are Urmi and Dilman, the latter in the plain of Salmas, - 29 :
The population is Persian, Assyrian, Kurdish and Armenian. The - ¢ Rayals or non-tribal Asovying : .. N
preseI;JtPGovemor is Prince  sis Mirza, a relative of the Shah. " Their villiges are penergliy r;gj;iﬁs:n%;? Iaip tiablo conditior, SNy mes
The relations of the Mission w1 the Persian authorities have heen, - they themselves Lrtle berter than slnI':'es' The u oo chiefs, and T
up to the present time, most satisfactory; and much courtesy has - starvation point; theqr houses are hardly e fo;i b tf,xa;;d up to
been shown towards the Mission priests by the Prince. men, women, and childreg 80 about “scarcely :::?:gd itation ;

Tarkey. The Assyrian country on the Turkish side of the frontier is o winter's cold by g fow Tags: and yet g Ostac‘z fro : S ‘.ﬁo.m the -
fotally different from that on the Porsian, Its chief features are which would bring them instantaneqns reliief ﬁ?o ﬂlln i hmtmm ; '
bold and grand mountain ranges, separated by deep and narrow 1s alwost wnknown, T gy 10 more toyclis .f;; suﬂ‘ermg:
valleys—the fortresses, so to speak, in which the ssyrians have nterior of one of thejy poor churches; the olg N than'
been enabled to preserve the Christian faith amidst the dominaat vestment of the meapest materig) r,epeatin'r Enest,daid iy
Mohammedan races. There is one valley of considerahle size, o Drayers that have come down from the cradle e?m"‘%@f ¥ the
small plain, indeed, in the mountains, called Gavar; but, with the poor villagers pressing forward 4 kiss g littlet o Ch‘?bmmty'
this exception, the mountain ranges extend to the plair of Mosul, ross, the emhlon 5f our holy faith, the monof:mww

where they suddenly cease at o day’s march from that town, The . of the cOBgTegation conducted” in low murm it t tng
river Zab flows through the heart of the Assyrian country and afraid of being heard outside—a seepe almos“tx:,iatioft they werp
falls into the Tigris below Mosul.  Until 1844 the Assyrian since the days of the catacombs, & parallel
mountains were under the rule of various Kurdish Beys, but in

that year the Porte succeeded in establishing jts swar over thy. TEACHIN o
country, and that part is now known as the Uri/ug/(*f of Haklkiari, The Assrri ING oF THE ASSYRIAN CHTRC
under & governor (Fikri Pasha, a Kurd) responsible directly to Ee € ¥ S¥Tian Ul ) Chaldean Chu.mh 8ccepts the firgs two

the Minister of the Inzorior. The mujority of the population is before se 3
Kurdish, the Assyrians come mnext in point of nun:hers, the Chm’."?hs'.“ted’ was cut off from the communion of the Cathalic
remainder heing made up of Yezeedoes or devil-wershippers, ) Lﬂ hel ffth century after Christ for rejectivg the Thirg
Armenians, and a few Jews. Thero are also some Turkish OU.U.!'I(. » held at Ephe i i}
officials, but the Porte usually employs Kurds in the government ug’"dnsoﬁ' dI’J:'he é
of this province. The Kurds (2 Mohammedan race! are the ion, u bte )h A L "
natural enemies of the Assyrians, and live side by side with them. wi omz:: to hold §estunau doctrines | telligenely, el § o
Struggles are almost constantly going on between them, fre em 1!;0 P“i%’s beresy, and gy & C'.hunh they retuse to this day ¢
quently producing nctual conflicts, A grave question has recently . | l{')od{ urtf “03 }l’lnguage, by rejecting the tigly « 5['.'1‘?0&0(:@5g
arisen respecting the appropriation of Christian villages by the in s ea;:;;, ufo 1 aud by using the expression « Two Persapg
Kurdish chiefs, and the consequent eviction of the unfortunate * lend£ to all's o tlfxe ucamnate Son of God. Thi
villagers, their churches being turned into mosques. “ the Ineg :’ms o ﬁ:mous opions (amongst individuals) rospecting
Ashiretha, or The Assyrians of Turkey are divided into two classes, the most org:n d on. © best pyucted amongst the clergy are the
ribal Assyrians ~Askiretix or tiibal Assvrians, and the Ruyaks or non-trital, The " Mission h;suxh—a ve gD, Il:f: 8
former mhnl»i: the valleys of Tyeri, Tehooma, Baz, Jeelu, Di. - advanced j nlsgadi sect of the Asayrian Church, the opinion
- Welto, and Etl; they ‘are under Jlleks, or chiefs, and rarely . that theye ?ill 1 bl}s been rather strengthened thay w, ened
leave their valleys, where they live undisturbed by the Mussub 5 o Catholic wm;xlot oy 1much diticulty in removing the hindrances
maus, thoneh their flocks are frequently carried off by freebooters, . The Assyrians ;L;nu}? -hind st 3 :
as t}.le valeys, from their extreme ruggedness, do not afford "Holy Scn'p)tlu-es- LhiirL - noh%mnmm&mmmﬁonfor&e
sufficient rasture, and the Assyrians have to feed their flocks 2 thorouwh]y Lh-te’rminde mgx, SOwever, seems to have been Rever -
outside their natura] fortifications, These tribal Assyrinns are ““the AI;ZC‘!J"PB'“ are m;.jyn:, b:L;:T:t Séththe mdes together with

wild and savage; schools are rractically unknown amongst them: @ & o n S8, : :
th&:ix: Priests and deacons are frequently incapable of ;ading o theA L‘o?:l?:‘ It)lg; flzi ?Zﬁgﬁsg‘f the ma;fln&;%" and for
writing, and are generally ignorant of tha rudiments of the Christiat “conspicuous feu’tu.res of their yelj rynnclei;ﬂf © istan fasts gre
fmth.' Even the‘ Bishops are better judges of a rifle zhan of 1 - They have three Liturgies of Eoﬁs qui ks
doctrine, Preaching js absolutely negl- “ted, and the holy mysteries - accurately, one Liturgy with three € @ﬁqm!y' o Speak more B
though validly eelebrated according te “he ancient rites, have become igpren 8z .raments or Sacramenta] vtix['u'x i i ot
almost neaningless, hoth to the priest who officiates, and the peopl - being somewhat different from ﬂmg St&m:'n;hmﬂ enmmm i

who assist at them,
e, ! There is at present no communion betweeq ourselves ang the Avsyriage, -
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the highest ambition of an Assvrian ; for wany have returned to
their native lund to pass their days in comparative wealth owﬁ
o the misplaced zen.F of honest and charitable people in England,

Church, but the two great Sacraments of Baptism and the
Eucharist are of courseg;mong the number. They have main. :
tained to this day the Apostolic Ministry of DBishops, Priests, -

. 13 o buse -3 who are no match for tlfc subtle Oriental. . The appeal .is usually
and Deucon55 the B-lShOPSt mulstt e ;;l;}))::},i: ﬂfﬁ. gﬂ;l;t I?nfl;i 2. on behalf of a school: in rare cases there is some establishmant of
?f ate t}éiie%;tﬁryoiﬁlﬁog? the %gfﬁe was probably the origin of this kind fu existence, and if the applicant he more than ordinarily
tl'?o} custompwl;iclrl) éook its rise ni'out three hundred years ago. For : - :"v"}lz‘-’i‘f'}‘“‘ 11““.‘ i]}f‘ﬂ_dhﬂ lllurii erIe\ t'u) lmilt- of ihe a(t;u.} he alhm[; mgeg
further inf;rmation the reader is referred to Christians under the .~ it England on his schoo When he returns.  day Orient opging

for religious purposes should he suspected, but no support withoug
the most carcful inquiry should be given to persons calling them-
. “selves Nestorians, Po an  Christians, Reformed Nestoriugs,
PRESENT ASSYRIAN EPISCOPATE. " Protestant Nostorians, Assvrian Christians, and the like, even if
v they present letters from their highest ec-lesiastical authorities.!

The Archbishop’s Mission espevially desires to warn the charitable
eainst giving money 1o Assyrians climing to he js agents. Ap
ative s any wuthority to beg on its behalf, end wo woney given to ons
il in any day benefit the work of the Mission.

Crescent in Asia.

The following is a list of the Assyrian Bishops :—

The Patriarch, Mar Shimoon, Catholicos, of the East, rosides ar 7
Kochanes. . B .

Mar Isaac, Mattran ox Metropolitan of the Enst, resides at :
Shamsdin, .

Mar Johannan of Shamsdin.

Mar Sor-Ishu of Gavar.

Mar Sergis of Jeelu.

Mar Ishu of Duri :

Mar Johnan of Ol,{ri, } near Amadia.

HISTORY OF THE RISE OF THE INDEPENDENT
CATHOLIC CHALDEANS OF MOSUL.

: I have already veferred? to the independent Catholie Asoyrian
h ( =i Church under Mar Elia Melus. The followiug is & brief accornt of
%I[n.r ;]S:hxmoon, s of Artel. jgxe sluhlism amongst the Chaldeans united with Rome, In 1868 Y
Mar Tuma, X Pup. as promulrated whick ovep. :
Mar Auraham, Patriarch-designate, first cousin to the Patriaxch. (.m}‘ﬁ]s‘ m'.ll%h;:j l,:uﬁ“:?:f t?,.(xlt::i fxél;:‘,l: ;.:u‘ rode the old Assyrian
He lives at Ixochzmqs . e e o . <, () The Bishops, to the exclusion of priests and laity, to elat the
All the above are in Turkish ]\\u‘(lxst_ml.‘ On the Persian side of ; Parriarcly of Babylon, i
the frontier there ave in the plain of Trmi i (82 The Patriurch to be confirmed by the Tope, :
Mar Goriel of Trmi. {¢j The Patriarch to personally visit Rome, give full reports on
Mar Joinan of Superghan, . ecclesiasticul questions, and obey strietly the Papal orders,
Mar Johannan of Gavilan, now in England and insane. L (@) Every Bishop to be nominated by the Synod of Bishops and -
Besides these prelates, T Lelieve Mar Sleeva of Gavar is still hroe names to he sent to Rome, the Pope 1o chooss one of the three, -
alive in Russia, whither he fled from perseeution. T, if he see fit, another person 2ot nowminated.
These provisions ran counter to the old canons, which previded
CHARACTER OF THE ASSYRIANS. at the Patriarch should be elected by the Bishops, ani L sabse-
i ;gxemly approved by priests and laity., Bishops to be appointed i
The miserable condition to which the Chaldeans have been ¢ same manzer. S
reduced during the last five hundred vears kas had g powerful - L
effect upon the national character. Whilst they exhibit 2 pas- | ¥ 1 The waste o money caused by the lavish support given to Asyrian m

&1 voti istinn it = . +England und America fs rfectly lamentable. I'can neither apeak too
slonate devotion to ‘Chns?txuglr_‘, n.u.tl ‘“n. end}ne to the death *this nor insist lou"earnal y that "by such action well-meaning peaple are
g-xghm; ﬁhan dhn} Cl{)nls)t], Lut little spiritual life exists amongst themi. %:zeﬂd of elevating mg nitionu{r ch'm:gu of ‘uhw“ ‘\f‘;'ﬁ“"’ :im?'m‘m now three
Sti ey will probably compare fn‘.mu.n'b]y with any body of tinet Missions in an about Urmi (Oroomiah), whence e

\ " tstians in o, s el ¢ . : generally come—the Angli the Bomso, aud the Prosbytorian—aurely suMcipnt
Western Chns.t 1ans . morals, \\’1_[11 the exception of cgrtmn special choice to)r must&pvupie an e:)x:x'gh 10 prevent the giving of money to nstive Christiaas,
defects, of 11\']nch the most prominent are Jenlousy of ench other - sho arememortl be trusted, Tni mixture of ho&az_ui_:and uﬁ;m_xa;:”- g’in Chaldesn
and quarrelsome eS8—Univers : . s tharactar—a combination entire nnmﬁv to the Engl mind—iy oulited to
and :lhose which l;mve E:;L&X’:{lltinulﬁ nmoﬁ;gs t Eastern Christians, deceive even the most astute, and f <30 ouly asy that of all the Aumqlnx’.‘umnap
et PN able € Mussulmans to l“3'5‘1" them so who huve visited Englund during the last few vears I cannot eall go mind ono wh e
easily in subjection, TUntrathfulness and avarice are aléo national word I would believe when his interests wore concerned, or t0 whom I would ewtrast
failings, resultivg from the unfortunate position of these poor . ith ol apnce the amallest sum of money. S

1 : . - 3 Puge 27,
veople. To proceed on o begeing tour to England or America 5 - T




- 32

33

Tn 1873 the secession began by the Patriarch Ysuff consecrating
some Bishops contrary to the terms of the bull. The Challean
dergy had already been much shaken in their allegiance to Rome
by the declaration of the Infallibility. The Patriarch, a very old
max, was forced to submit before his death, but three Bishops still
stood out. Finally, two of them were reduced to submission, hut
the Mattran Mar Elia Melus remained and still remains firm. The Eg
old Patriarch died, and a new one (Elia) was consecrated according §#
to the terms of the bull in 1878.

1 had several conversatiops with Mar Elia Melus! He told me
that his hope was for a reunion with Mar Shimoon’s Church on 2
Catholic basis, the obstacles to immediate reunion being the Nestor-
janism of the mountain Churck, a matter about which there could
be no compromise, and the ignorance and low state of the Bishops
and clergy under Mar Shimoon’s obedience. He expressed the
warmest sympathy with our work as tending to remove the
obstacles, promised us all the assistance in his power; and, with (8
respect to the needs of his own flock, said that the presence of 2 &
priest of the English Church in Mosul would help to strengthen his f
position, oppressed as his people are by the fecling of isolation, aut
would also assist the work of re-organising the educational systew,
which, since the separation from Rome, appears to have fullen
into some disorder.

To conclude I would point out: () That this Chw'h
holds the same position as the Old Catholic Church of Europe,
with this difference, that its position seems unassailable from
the strictest ecclesiastical standpoint, the Roman Church having
no shedow of a title to jurisdiction in Assyria; and (&) That
in this Assyrien Church, similar in all respects save one,
Nestorianism, to the Old Assyrian Church, with which we are
more immediately comcerned, we may have found, by God's
blessing, just theleaven we require to purify the old Church from fi
all taint of false doctrine respecting our Lord’s Incarnation, and j
that this discovery may be of the highest importance to the work of
our Mission.

there is also an establishment of the Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul.
The strangest centre of the Roman Catholics is the Plain of Salmas,
where nearly all the Assyrians are united with Rome. The native
Bishop lives at Chosrova ; he is under the obedience of the Patriarch
of Babylon at Mosul.

The Preshyterian Mission from America has existed over fifty b Awerics
years. Its headquarters are at Unwi, with five or six ministers, &
physician, and several Mission women. The American eolony is
pumervus, as nearly all the members of it are married and live in
separate houses with their families. The efforts of the Missionuries
have resulted in the establishment of a native Presbyterian com-
munity, with chapels, schools, and congregations scattered all over
the Plain of Urmi. Just outside the town the Americuns have
erected some fine buildings. Here are their hospital and seminary.
The Presbyterian Mission Las large funds at its disposal, and all its
enterprises aro carried on regurdicss of vost and in the most Lbersl
way.

In Turkey there is a Doniinicun establishient at Mosul, witl, Tuskey.
stations as far north as Amadia. Practically the whole of the plaiu
country between Mosul and the northern mountains is under the
coutrel of the Roman Catholics. Their position with the Turkish
Government is & very strong one, and as the whole of the anti-
mmfm"hate of Mosul submitted to Rome in 1778, the work of the
ominicans has been to build up the Uniat Chaldean Church rather
than to engage in direct missionary enterprise. The schism of 1875
and the rise of the ladependent Cutholic Chaldeaus has somewhat
altered the aspect of affairs in the Pluin of Mosul. This movement
has been already discussed.

At present there is no Protestant Mission at Mosul, but I beliove .
the American Missionaries are thinking of atiempting to maintain .
a station in that town.

On reference to the map it will be scen that none of these
Missions have penetrated into the heart of the Assyrian country,
where Mar Shimoon, Cutholicos of the Eust, still reigns su] Q.
Both Roman Catholics and Presbyterians are working in the two
plains of Persiza and of Turkey, and although isolated aitempts -
have been made from time to time to establish stations in the

Shimoon has -

WESTERN MISSIONS AT WORK AMONGST THE
mountains, the loyalty of the Assyrians to Mar Shi

ASSYRIANS,
L arss . N A rendered them abortive. :
Persia, Two Missions have been at work for some time in the Persian It may be mentioned that the English are upon of
the most friendly social intercourse with the members m Fronch

part of the Assyrian country, the Latin Mission of the French
Lazarists, and the Presbyterian Mission from America.
a. FrenchMi»-  The Latin Mission dates from the last forty years. It hastwo
sion. stations, one at Urmi, where the French Bishop i partidus
resides; and another at Chosrova, in the Plain of Salmas, to which
is attached the ecclesiastical seminary. There are about seven
French clergymen, besides the Bishop, at work in this country

and American Missions at Urmi.

1 The Bishop was a friend of the late Monsei, Darboy, Archbishop of Paris,
end other prelates of the Anti-Infalliblist pacty at the Vatican Couneil.
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WORK OF THE ENGLISH MISSION DURING THE
PRESENT WINTER 1886-7.

After consultation with Mar Shimoon and Mar Isaae e
Mattran, the following scheme was arranged by the Misson
priests :—

(@) A college for thirty priests and deacons.

(8) A school for twenty boys, those who will eventually take
Holy Orders to be preferred.

Both these to be opened at the Mission-house at Urmi, this being

the only building possessed as yet by the Mission.

(¢) Printing, if possible, to be begun (service-books mos
needed).

Agreeably with these decisions the school was opened on St
Andrew’s Day, and the college a few days later. Kasha ! Oshana
(Archdeacon of Persia), and a young Chaldean of the name of
Darvid (since ordained a deacon) were appointed as teachers under
the English priests; the archdeacon is also the secretary of the
Mission, being a pupil of the late Rabban Johnan, a considerable
theologian, one of the most learned men in Assyria, and a great
favourite with the Patriarch Mar Shimoon.

On account of the pressing applications for admission, the
numbers were increased to thirty-five in the case of the college, and
twenty-five in that of the school. Owing to difficulties on the
Turkish frontier, many of the mountain clergy were unable to come
to the college, and their places, therefore, were filled by Persian
clergy; and the young patriarch-designate, Mar Auraham, who
had been sent by the Patriarch to attend the lectures, had not

arvived up to the time of the latest mail received from Urmi, but
two of Mar Shimoon’s cousins are at the college. Nearly all the
students of the college sleep in the Mission-house, which is crowded
to overflowing; the Bishop of Urmi has thrown open his house to
some of the boys, others sYeep at the houses of relatives: but the

three or four little nata kursis, or Bishops-elect, aged from ten years {
upwards, who have been sent to the school, are lodged in the §

Mission-house so as to be under the more immediate care of the
English clergy. The course of instruction comprises theology,
(lectures given by the Mission priests), reading and writing in old
and new Syriac, and lectures on the Liturgy (by the Archdeacon
of Persia), arithinetic, English, Persian, geography, &c.

The printing, with the exception of a few pamphlets® struck off

by the copying-presses given by Cuddesdon and Ely Theological ;

1 Abusua = bishop, kusha or kasheesha = priest, shamasha = deacon, in the Syriac .

or Clialdean lunguage, Mar = Lord, and is the ordinary title of a bishop. The same
:Iardi (;;llg ninine form, Wfart, is prefixed to the names of suints, as Mar Michael,
art Mariam.

2 The first pamphiet was the Nicene Creed (in its Oriental form), printed in Ancient "~

and Mndern Syriac.

¢ b Special type
Bably, of about £60.
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Colleges, has not been commenced owing to pressure of work and
lack of funds.

IMMEDIATE WORK CONTEMPLATED IN 1887,

As soon as the winter hreaks up and travelling becomes possible,
the college and school will disperse, the priests, deacons, and boys
will go 1o their homes and devote themselves to their agricultural
labours, and the Mission clergy will at once commence their
journey to the mountains. The fisst work will he the establish-
ment of some permanent station in Turkey,  This is absolutely
necessary®or the protection of the Assyrians, acd has indeed been
made a condition by the Assyrian rulers. 1 am willing to obey
all the orders of the Archbishop uf Canterbury,” said the Mattran
to me, “on one condition : that next spring your Mission returns to
Turkey and never leaves us again.”

This necessity, added t the fact that the Patriarch has placed
the whole of the education of his people in the hands of the
English clergy, has made it imperatively necessary that the staff of
the Mission should be increased. and 1t is intended that two wore
clergv (two priests, or a priest and a deacon) shall proceed to
Kurdistan thus year. Next'in importanee to the Mission staticn in
the mountains, is the question of the independent Cutholic
Chaldeans, and one of our priests will probably proceed to Mosul
to conduct investigations, and to open communications with Mar
Elia Meclus.

It is hoped that the “Liturgy of the Holy Apostles” will be
printed and published this year. This will be the first printed
service-book of the Assyrian Church, all the existing ones being in
manuscript.!

Towards the autumn the Mission priests will make prepurations
for recommencing the educational work on such an extended scale
as funds permit.

CONCLUSION.

Two priests of the Anglican Church are now engaged in the
regeneration of an ancient separated Oriental Church et the
request of the Pawiarch and Bishops of that Church: they ure
working under the authority of 8 Wstern Primate, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, and with the license and approval of cne of tha
four chief Bishops of the Holy Eastern Church, or Catholic
Church of the East, the Patriarch of Antioch. A strange Missi
aunique not only in the annals of the English Church, but in the
history of Christendom. A work of such exceeding difficulty and

i, delicacy as to make the highest demand upon our fuith in God's
“power and love. A little seed of pesce and concord that by the

will bave to be prepared for our liturgical printing, at the ooty pro- =
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APPENDIX.

Copies and translations of some of the letters that have passed
between the Bee of Canterbury and Orthodox and Assyrian
Bishops :— I

Mar BEnnoox fo the ArcasisEop o CANTERBURY and the Bismop or
Loxpox! (Written in Syriac.)

From Mar Shimoon, Patriarch of the Chaldeans, to his beloved
brethren in the Yord, Mar William, Catholicos of all En dBud, Mar
James, Metropolitan of London, and all the worshipful Bishops,—
way the Lord proserve them. ,

After the kiss of salutation we inform you, beloved brethren, that
previous to this present epistle we sent you another to whick we are
now waiting an answer; may God grant the delay to be for the
best. You are undoubtedly acquainted with the combination of
misfortunes, calamities, and evils which we have suffered from the
enemies of the Christian faith. Thase have massacred large
numbers of our people, and carried into captivity very many of our
women and chil({:'en They have burrt and destroyed our villages,

our habitations, and our churches, and plundered us of all we
possessed, so that the prophecy of Jeremiak has been fulfilled in us:
My people have fallen into tho hand of the enemy, and there was
none to help them; the enemy saw them and laughed at their
calamity. They pursued vs in the mountains, and in the wilderness
did they lay wait for us. Mine eyes are dimmed with tears, my
bowels are troubled, my glory is poured out upon the earth for the
destruction of 1y people; because the women, and children, and
sucklings, have been sold as slaves in the towns and villages.* The
heart of our adversaries, namely, the Romanists or Papists, rejoiced
when they saw what had befallen us, because we would not give ear
to their words when they would have turned us away from our old
and righteous path. i
But because that God is plenteous in compassion and mercifol,
and with the temptation maketh a way of escape, He so ordered it
that tho presbyter George Badger and his colleagues should be in
these parts to gather together such as had escaped the edgo of the
sword, aad to provide them with food and clothing, Indeed, had it
not been for the presbyter just mentioned, and his exertions on our
behalf, we know not what would have become of us, for after God
he has been our supporter and help. May the Lord recompense you
abundantly for having sent him unto us.
‘We are not as yet delivered out of our troubles and calamities,
but have strong hope in the Lord that we shall socn be saved from
all our afftictions through the medium of Sir Stratford Cnaning, who

3 This letter, of 1844, is inserted to show the connection of the present Misgioy with
that of Dr. Badger.
% Mar Shimoon here refers to the terrible massacres of Bedr Khau Beg,
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is endued with godly zeal, & noble diligeace, and sound policy on
our behalf. Muy the Lord recompense him also for whalzohayhas
already done for us; for undou tedly had he not stood iz the
breach before us our enemies would” have destroyed us utterly.
The Lord God prolung his days, prosper Li~ piy. - designs, and give
him an incorruptible crown in His everlasting kingdom.

But now our calumity has inereased, and the trouble of our heart
has been doulled, since we heard that the brethren are thinking to
recal the preshyter George Badger to your ccuntry, —a measure we
never expected, nor did we ever anticipate sk . thing from the o,
especially while it is our lot still 2o be beaten about by the weves
of adversity, and knowing that you are a refure even for stranger,
Low much more then for those who ars of the household of faith
And now that we have found a litde spite, must we lose the
chief foundation of our suppert, and he-vme o prey to our spiritual
enemies who mock us for Laving pla d our dependence, aftor Gadg,
upon our English biothren, and taunt us by » ving: The English
only langh at you, norcan they give you any assistance, neither do thev
keep their promises?®  Morcover, I am certain it will be a sourve oF
deep regret to you, brethren, should you Lear that so ancient &
Church as ours, viz., the Chuldvan Church, is destroyed or broken
up into sects ; and so much the more because you yourselves have
tusted of the cup of divisions in your own countsy,  And shall this
also beful our Church after it has continued one for so long, even
from ancient time ®

Therefore, T entreat you, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you do not reject this our petition, seeing that it is not a great
thing with you, that you shuuldlcontiuue to us the presbyter George
Badger to assist us, and because the whole is for e glory of God
and for the welfure of men. Nor can I think that this is 2 hard
matter to a natien holding the true faith, and which sends forth so
wany messengers amony the people and brethren, so that in you is
accomplished the saying of the Psalmist : * Their sound is gone out
into all lands, and their words unto the end of the world.” Is it
not a small watter to such a nation to give up one person to those
who are in so much nesd of his assistance? Moreover, God has
said: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble and I will deliver thee *
‘We are now in great trouble, and shall our Lrethren betake them-
selves far from us?® This is contrary to our hope. I therefore
entreat you, and not I ouly, but all my bishops, priests, and
deacons, nay, ail my people join with me in the same request, that
you will continue the presbyter George Badger to us until our
'u.rgeut necessity is removed.

Moreover, we would acquaint you that we have made arrangr~
ments, when it sball be the Lord’s will to deliver us out of eax
tmoubles, to open schools for the instruction and education of our
people, and to take many other measures for their benefit, such as
rebuilding the churches which have been destroyed, and bring
together and establishing the rumbers who Lave been Bmtf::s
about in Persia, in the mountains, in the plans, and in the villages
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and cities of the stranger; for great diligence is required to rertore
things to their former state, nay, but as we hope, even to a betier
condition.

Axnd now, brethren, I commit this matter into your hands, anl
expect an answer from you, that you will leave with us the preshyter
George Bodger and his colleagues.” This is our great hope; and
may the Lord y:rolong your life, while we in parting repeat a second
and a third time the kiss of brotherly salutation.

Written on Saturday, the first day of January, in the yvear of our
Lord 1844, in the town of Mosul, in the house of the preshyter
George Badger, by the hand of Kash’ Auraha, the Archdeacon and
servant of Mar Shimoon. L

II.

Ezxtract from a letfer iwritten by Assyriax Disnors, ULERGY and
Larry in 1868 to the Ancusisnor of CaxTERDURY (Dr. Tarr) and
the Bisuor or Loxpoy.

This petition to be delivered into the hands of the Reverend,
Catholie, Orthodox, and Benevolent Fathers; the beloved and
blessed nnd illustrious, the Archhishop of Canterbury and the
Bishop of the Metropolitan City of London, ju peace and pros-

erity. Amen.

May it be honoured and graciously reccived by their saintly and
pure hands!

To the most reverend and zealous Fathers, the elect of the Holy
Ghost, set as watchmen over the rich pastures of the heavenly
Lamb, the dispensers of spiritual streams to all who thirst after the
truth, whose resplendent beams are diffused throughout the world
whose pure doctrine has watered the once barren lnnds, whoge Iighr’
like that of the morning star, has shone upon the dark places of the’
earth, the comforters of the afflicted and sorrowing, the sun of the
present_generation, the meridian of our time, the holy winisters
elect primates, orthodox patriarchs, watchful ehepherds, the Arch-
hishop of Canterbury and the Right Neverend the Bishop of
London, who follow after the life of the Cruified One which leads
ta heaven, and who dwell in perfect peace and security within the
dominions of her glorious Majesty, the most excellent Quu@
Victoria. .

% * *

We implore the Lord Jesus Christ, and cast ourselves at youy foot
who are His disciples, beseeching you to compassionate ‘the con-
dition of our people, who are wandering over our mountaing like
sheep without a shepherd, and send us some of your nissionariey
and preachers to guide us in the way of life; for verily we haye all
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gone astray, each one following his own devices, through our utt->
lack of pastors, instructors, and counsellers. We are ;5 the con-
dition of fatherless and motherless orphans. We are nerscocted
and have eried alouc. for help, but no onc has come 1 cor. s,
Woe unto usy for we have erred aud are benighted! Therefure we
beseech you, O Fathers, to save us from the all-devouring sea which
swrronnds us—deliver us from its overwhelming billows, and rescue
us from the fierce storms which threaten our destruction.

Having thus set hefore you a swumary of our melancholy eon-
dition, we earnestly trust that you will not fail to come to our
assistance, and «ill not stand alvof frum your disconsvlate brethren,
who are on the brink of ruin. The harvest truly is abundant,
but we are destitute of a single labourer. Our hope in Christ
is that He may implunt sympathy in your hearts towurds us, and
move you to send spiritual Lubourers to us from your Chureh,
which is endowed wrh riches and knowledge.  For our hearts are
pained and our sight is dimimed through bewailing the miseries
of our Zion, tossed to and fro hy the ruging waves, und devastated
by vorscious wolves. But Thou, O Loxd, who art eternal, and
whose throne is everlasting, be not ungry with us, neither cast us
off for ever. We deserve Thy chustisements ; nevertheless, in Thy
manifold mercy, haste to deliver us.

Finally, we pray you, holy Fathers, to pardon the liberty which
the undersigned—the suppliants of your spirituz] aid—have taken
in submitiing the foregeing statement of their deplorable condition
to your graucious consideration.

L

The Arcupisuor oF CANTERBURY fo the PATRIARCH oP ANriocH.

Epwaxp, by Divine Providence, Archbishep of Canterbury,
Primate of Al England and Metropolitan, to our Brother de?urg
beloved in the Holy Spirit, Gerasimus by the mercy of God the
most Blessed and Holy Patriarch of the Divine City Antioch, and
of all the East, Father of Fathers, and Pastor of Pastors, Grace
be with you and Peace from God.

‘We desire by this lotter of ours, to express, in the first place,
our pleasure at the tidings which have come to us of the recent
elevation to the Apostolic throue of Antioch of a Pastor, the re-
port of whouse learning and piety has already reached our ears,
and we invoke upon your Holiress and upon the flock com-
mitted to your charge the Blessing of the All Holy and Undivided
Trinity, praying Him to muke you in all respects a worthy successor
of the Blessed Apostle Peter, and of our Father amongst the
Saints, lgnatius the Maréyr.

We now desire to make known to your Holiness that the
Reverend Arthur John Maclean, of King’s College, in the University
of Cumbridge, Master of Arts, Canon of the Cathedral Church of
Cumbrae in Scotland, and the Reverend William Henry Browne
of Saint John’s College in the said University, Bachelor of Laws,
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are sent by as to the Christians of Kurdistan ang Persia, knowy,
by the various titles of Chaldreans, Assyrians and Nl'storiuns, in

and to us, by the Patriarch, the Metropolitnn, and by the chief
persons Eeclesiastieal and Lay that bear rule over this pour and
oppressed body of Christinn people.
ur object in sending out these two privsts, of whose piety,
learning and aptitude for the work entrusted to them wo ar: .l
i i i e Communion of

the Church of England, nor to alter theiy ecclesiastica] CUStoms
and traditions, nor to change any doctrines held by them which
are not contrary to that Faith, which the Holy Spirit speiking
through the (Ecumenical Councils of the Undivided Clurel, of
Christ has taught as necessary to bo believed by all Christiuns ; by
to encourage them in bettering their religions conditinn,  qug
to strengthen an ancient  Church, which through  icnorgne.

Faith delivered to the Saints,

Now, therefore, seeing that these Chaldican or
anciently formed a Dart of that flock which your Iluliness’ jre-
deeessox"s were set.by the Head of the Church 't feed and cuard,
we, whilst answering o the cry of this afflicted pecple, + Cupe
over and help us,” desire that this work should receive the Bene-

icti i 5 10 which we would fain
ask- your Holiness to add with the Prayers you offer before the
Throne of Grace, a petition that thesa two bastors may be endyed
with the Spirit of Wisdom and T.'ndersmudiu,«:, the Spirit of
Counsel and Ghostly Strength, and the Spirit of Krowledge, True
Godliness and Holy Fear.

We conclude, expressing the sentiments of fraternal affection and
esteem which we entertain towards your pierson and office, and pray-
ing that your reward may be in many souls rathered unto Christ.

And we remain always your faithful bedesman ang brother in

d. .

Churist our God. (Bigned) ZDW: CANTUAR

Assyrian Christiazs

Given at our Dalnce at Lambeth, in London, ang sealed wirl,
our Archiepiscopal seal this First day of February in tpe Fear of
Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty.six
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1v.
The PATRIARCH OF ANTIOCH {0 the ArcuBsuor or CANTERBURY.
V (Translated from the original Greek.)

{ G atriarch of the great
Gerssturs, by the merey of Gud, Patriarch of the g ot
Theopolis of 'A.nt)iuch and of all the East,—to ‘Edward Kur bm‘L-h:;
emj_y beloved Eird esteemed in Clﬁ-fst our God, by ¢ ﬁlxx mzrc.; u
od, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All .E.:ngj‘hn. " P
Metropolitan, peace from God and brotherly grocting in Ch ::;s .heu
We were moved in our inmost east and rejoived in .spffll' vrLh \
about the latter hatf of the mouth of April lvnst, M. Jn‘a.‘n mlzl,o;
most holy Archbishop of Cuusmutmope_ (New B:n:ln ”f:l'x‘:tﬂrm:l
Ecumenical I’utri.'mih, wnit(id :1‘11“1 ‘:;n}il;;u;f)t‘tlgdlg:‘.;;“ éeﬂq)ﬁnégw
letters which were d espatched to us b ouz Lover ke ycm:
and dated the first of the month of February lzst, #he w
i 5 WSes eXpressic £ congratulsticn to Us ia
honoured lighness adidresses expre ssions o rutulas o fa
: s soul and heamrt upon the Jroclawartion o e
Jﬁiflﬂ?re:t; (;f._-/, tohu Divine grace and blessing, to the m%t,,,]:mf
Apostolic and Putriarchal throne of Peter, chief of.} t.h",r\. P(éa.:*!&-:
aad wherein you invoke the blessing and gmw)of the .{)nfh ‘.‘)«-r
eubstantial and Undivided Godlead in Tkree Iers-:uus,d 0 121!1::
aars ves and the peculiar people of the Lord committed to us from
go0ove; and wikirein at the same time you cnmm_ullw&u: to mlzis 1:1
the spirit of brothe liness the fact t_hat,.movc\l by ()J()d:l.v L2 a:.;
pad tvnn'n-ljx- care, you sent to }}unhstan and _1 eraig, remouefo
countries l(bne ministers of God zu%d h‘!h)w-!}'orkem in the Gcspili 3‘
Christ), two Ileverend Priests of the E_ngixslx Chl-lr(:lhh {vver w (&f
by the merey of God you worthily pwgu__le,! not for ¢ (iﬁ)urpcma
nfaking proselytes from amoeng the Chnstm::g kgmv.nb ere nnnier
different names, Chaldwans, Assyrians and ;\estomfns,‘ t ut in ?:h eg
to support them and exhort t‘}imué I;:il b;;u(l:;»mforted concerning
i ifmuch affliction and tri lution. o
fmr}l;lzz?xtmgs and the other mumfold‘ grace of lt'h: bf"nt[ ?f bet}::
Gospel abounding in your fraternal Lgmde, w‘uL’ h e eim- ly e
witness to a soul dear to (x.l)d. bot! spea:kmg, ma« mmrxg
and filled with holy fe?lmgs of ‘Senumvh nu1 u;lth
brotherly love and divinely inspired zeal for the glory ‘u :
Church of Christ—all these things, we say, and gbu:d all tlé; rent
ard of your Holiness for ie  venerable V)rth uxM ke
ng % of Christ amongst us, disposed us most famz_u-u y, an
. u::.d a certain unspeakable affection towards you in our soul,
ue; n this day prompts us joyfully in return to pay your Reverend
an uge%' a visit, but in an epistolary sense ouly, an o come to
g(i)ritu;l discourse with you, wanifesting the fruit of the Bpirit,
ccording to God. L
lov;e ﬁﬂ:@hﬂf Christ your Holiness who. is beloved of ue, and
tLu‘:-uing to you the holy kisa of brotherly affuction, we in ﬂxlo: krs:’
;?ﬂ..p with our whole hearts accord our gratitude to your Highness,
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beloved of Christ, in return for your expressions of eongratulation
and fervent prayers to Almighty God both for ourselves and nur
faithful flock which with fraternal disposition and goodwill you
‘conveyed to us. In the mest place weo praise the good work you
have done on behalf of the unjustly suffering Christinng in Persia
and Kurdistan, and we heartily bless tho two distinguished Priosts
of the English Church who have undertaken this ministry, and we
fervetitly pray our loving God and Saviour who prosperath and

eth every good counsel according to His holy will, that He
would enlighten them twith the light of Mis Divine wisdom and

knowledge, that he would arm them with the strong panoply of
His All-Holy Spirit in order that, filled with knowledge, abounding

in kindness, and able to admonish, they may comfort them in every
afiliction and necessity, and may confirm in the Faith the hearts of
the unheppy Christinns of those climes, whom the mast Venerable
Apostolic and Patriarchal Sen of the chief Apostle, the holy
Tgeopolis of Antioch (where first was known the gracious name of
Christians) which from ancient times bears rule as a diocese, and
has ecclesinstical authority throughout tho whole East, had formerly
comprised in its fold elecf of God.
eturning very many thanks to your Holiness, highly esteemed
by us for the feelings of genuine and sincere love and brotherly
regard which you manifest towards us, wo assure You that we also
cherish the same fraternal sentiments towards yon, and that in our
heart we beara lively and fervent interest and affection towards the
English Church, and that we offer earnest prayers to the Author
and Finisher of our salvation, besceching Hlim that He would
strengthen the fraternal spirit prevailing in it towards the Orthodox
Eastern Church, by which alone shall be possible o closer connection
of these two Churches and their full and perfeet union. The
common Father of all and God the Saviour und His Spirit, who
willeth that all men shounld be saved and come to the knowledge of
the truth, cnlighten the mind and heart of all men with™ the
unapproachable light of His Divine knovledge, and gwide all men
to the common worship and service of Mimself in spirit and in truth,
and make of all nations one peculiar people, believing and confess.
ing one and the same confession the [faith] handed down by the
inspired Apostles and godly Fathers, and “the seven holy and
venerable (Ecumeniea) Synods, and preserved until now pure and
unchanged in the spotless and uncorrupted Orthodox Church of
Christ, and ®khich shall be preserved till the fulness of the ages
according to the unerring witness of the Divine Author and Finisher
of it. Whose saving grace be cver with your Holiness, much
esteemed by us, and with all the flock dear to God which is
committed to your care. Meanwhile concluding our lotter—

Wo remain (in Damascus, May 20th, 1886),
f your Reverend Holiness, much esteemed by
us, the Beloved Brother in ist,

GERASIMUS OF ANTIOCH,

>
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Y.
Zke Arcusrsmop OF CANTERBURY 4,

the ParBrsncy Man Sumoo.\',

Carrovicos op TuE Easr,

Ebwarp, by

Primate of All Evgland, and

Divine Providence

An'hbishup of Caumrbury,

M:tropolitan, t, our well-heloved

brother ip Christ, Aar Shimoun, Patriarch and Catholicas of the
stern Regions, Supreme Ruler of the Ancions Church of the
Chzv:ldwans, Bealth, grace, and hlessing., ¢
Nearly two Years have now clapsed “since the return of our welj-
bglu}'ed sou.in Churise, Athelstan Riley, from the journey we com-
Froctoned him to take, und sipes oy receipt of the Turgar “from your
Olr_.uess to us, of which he was the bearer, ’
We have spent the time in cupefy) cousideration of the eans
whereby we may best carry out those desiguy of assistance to youyp
ancient Churel which we and our revered Predecessors in this)Sse

have 50 long eitertained, and in determiniug how ywe cau kast lay ap
enduring foundation fur the Mission of pidte our fellow Christigns

n Assyria.
we have chosen two learned ayd v

The Lovipend Rudolph Won having beey recalled,

Reverend Arthur John Muvluun, Canuu of the Cathedra] Church of

umbrae, and the Reverend Willing, Henry Browne, both Masters
of Arts of the Cuiversity of Cumbridge, and we hzn:e sent them to.
labour BILONgESt your peaple in the name, and in the power, of oyr

Lord J esth, - “heist,
Trmi, and

Jermission from His Mujesty the Shah for our

Mission to Labius withont hindrance amongst those of youp People

who are dwellers in Persia

addition to this station oy pri
course of this year or the next, to g

Ixoch.?.}ms,.lﬁuz} y Asheetha, or some
Your T urbh dioceses.

ests will endeavoyr in the .
stablish g second, ;

other contral place amongst

We have greatly at heart the education of thege youths who mll

hereafter become bishops, priests, and leaders of the
our Mission will gip ut gathering intg g central 5

such persons as may in
ustructors of your nation.
printed the alcient service-bouks of

ple; and
or collegy

the future become the Spiritual guides ang

We also coneur in your anxiety to have

your Church, ang have sape
DOSE.

with our Mission g suitalile Opying-press for that P
> - . -
We lLave written in our formwer letter, an) do BOW repeat with,

earnestaess, that nothing is more con

Lrary 4o our wishes thag that

any skeuld be drawy away from the ol of your Church into pow

and strange folds, aud our ubject in

country is so to strengthen and luming
to withstand all hostile attacks and bring up
5 ife in Him,

ed sor in Christ, Athelstan

have commiysionad our beloy

sending this Mission to your
te your ancient Chureh that

Riley, -0 conduct our Api ;o Priests to your country, und to present
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them to your Holiness with this
anxiety the report which hie will 1,
ommending your Holiness and your flock to the Protection of
Almighty God, we wish yon many healthful ang bappy days in this
world, and the reward of eternal jife in thai which s to come.
And we remain always your faithfyl brother in Christ oup Lord.

(Signed)  EowD. CANTUAR :

lgtter, and we ghall await with
ring.

Given at our Palace at Lambeth in London, unde our hand ang
=2, this second day of June, the year of our Lord eighteen hundred
and eighty-six. .

VI

The Patrisrem Mar Smrvooy, Carnoticos or THE Basy, o the
RCHBISIOP oF CaxTERBTRY,

(Translated from the original Syriac.)

Reuben Simeon, by Divine grace Patriarch, Catholicos of the
Enst, serving the See’of Mar Addai and Mar Mari ; to our brother
well-beloved in our Lord, Mar Edwarq, Amhbishop of (‘.‘unterlmry,
Primate of AJl England, .\Iotmpolimn, complete in reverence
and honour; peace and grace and blessing from (tod the Father, and
His Son Jesus Churist ouy Saviour, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier,

For a long time we have oxpected with ardect desire the fulfil-
ment of this our request. For although there have aforetime been
found mediators between us and the holy Iredecessors of Yyour
Lovdship in the see which you serve of God, yetir
seemed to us My, praise.
worthy for zeal and good works, whey he first Jjourneyed to us by
Your command for the fulfilment of ouy entreaty s for his diligence
and care was n faithful mediator for the fultilment of this business
of great honour and good reward which by the will of the Governor
of times have heen kept in His treasury for youy Lordship.

Now by your care and kindness our dosire has been fulfilled and
Jurexpectation pecomplished by the peaceful ang Messed arrival of
the two chosen God-fearing Iriests, teachers expert in the learning
of the University of Cambridge, the Reverend Arthyy J ohn Mzclean,

Canon of the Cathedral Church of Cumbrae, and the Reverend
William Henry Browne, honourable and illustrious, Your two mis-
sionaries who, adorned with their own Draiseworthy dispositions
and virtues, are fitly entrusted witl the apostolate and endued with
rd

the name of our Lorg.
By the hand of our beloved in tie Lord Athelstan Riley, and

L3
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with overflowing joy, v, have receiveq your letters fyl of love ang

Consolation for the future of oyr nation.

His wonderful and unsp.

of this our evi]

and troubled time,

And we

' thank God gy,

d nd eakable dispensation, whe in His overfloyw-
g mercies has vigitad us by your means in the midst of the tempests

Moreover we thank you greatly

for the labours of your solicitude for yg

For a short ¢

! me these honoyred Priests are visiting ua, they are
Teturning to Ui 1, Drepare u house for g sohgel - Then
Will freely decide where i

they
mMOst convenjent ang needful to
for libour ggg

it is

diligence g phmlseworth_\' zeal and Christlike lovy of <loiug good

which dlot
We trus
the advant,

t with firpy hope to the good f!:v.u'ts
age of our communiry,

We rejoice much at

brinting of Church
800 be completed b

Again w
strifes and
sary to rell
we trust in

and for the sake

this Eastern Church, i,
kind and willing help,
which she was endued,

Tae poverty
and teachin

time pust, and some

aud Jdistant region, these

amor, & stra.

BErS to find some regt.

It is evident that we
Up of our svres and b
and of the

soul, lest we ¢

¢ have besought our

bearer of
OPIIPL’ IBOrS

* 5 an

places, dcfmuding Peaceful sojourners of

tance rrom

With fervency o

Prosperity
High for't}

our letter,
and i

Service boeks,
¥ the fruit which they will bear in sur Chureh,
¢ thank yoy greatly for your
divisions among the sheep of oy
You how we suffer by these Rational divigions,
God, that in His werey and for the glory of

of the labours apd virtues of the huly founders of

o inform your Lordshi

spiritua] armoyy.
of their lLiloyr for

the seﬁdx'ng of g Drinting-pross for the
We expect that ur Jor wif
care in forbiddiy,
fluck. X

will unite af}
and will restore the former houour with

have compelled some men tg

hould perisl,, -
Praised and beloved Atholstan Riley, 1

d about theiy crooked doings which we suffer in vapi

ages

ie illustrions kingdom of Englang,

f heart we pray to God
und exaltation which is kept b

all its iuhabimuts, and especially for the welfare

begging of
uboundmg

Him that He

in guod things

£-3
which is kept for laboure;

which does

may grant to you lepot

of which even now happen in oyr 1naeceassihle
take refuge

zeed balm for our wounds and thﬁtinding
ruises and efficacious medicines of the body -
ish

Y and tempora] Drivations gpg dearth of Instruetion .
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Wg gomplet,e. this our letter with the seal of our loéb, ixlwn;@
“Temaining in faithfulness your brother in Christ our Lord X
E REUBEN SIMEON,

|
i :

Given in the cell of Kochanes, in the mountains of Assyzia, on 1

the bank of Pishon the River of Eden. [
And sesled with the Patriarchal seal which we use. On the 10th { §

day of the blessed Ab (August) in the year 1886 of our Lord. Ll

————

Funds are needed urgenily and immediately, Subscriptions (annnal
or fora term pf years) specially desired.

Thoso who desire further information on the work of this Mission
should apply to the Rev. G. C. Frercner, 7 Trinity Square, E,C.,
or to the Rev. R, Mrpory Braxisron, 2, Dean’s Yurd, West.
minster, 8.W., from whom the followis.; publications and photo-
graphs may be ohtained; and to whom, or to the Rev. H, W.
Tuckrr, Secretary SP.G,19, D .- Street, 8.W., contributions
may be forwarded. >~

Narrative of a visit to Kurdistan in 18%4: 7d. post free, <

Report on the Foundation of the Mission in 133, with Map: 7d,

post free. R

tBoth these pamphlets contain very interesting letters from the Orienta?
LY prelates.)

Address delivered by the Arclibishop of Canterbury in Lambetl: Palace’
Chapel on June 2nd, 1886, the morning of the departure of the Assyrian’
Mission; 4d. Post free. %

CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF H
The Patriarch Mar Shimoon ; 1s. 6d. Bishop of Urmi with Litile Bishop- ¢
The Metropolitan Isaac; is. Gd. elect; 1s. 6d. i
The Patriarch and Metropolitan ; 2s. | Rabban Johnan the Hermit; 1s. 6d.
Bishop of Jeelu and Two Assyrian | English  Mission  House at »

Chiefs ; 1s. 6id. Urmi; 1s. ¢d.

Patrinrchal Church and the Patri. Group of Assyrians; 1s. 6d.
arch-designate ; 1s. 6d,

Al post free, mounted on eards. Stamps received Jor amounts under 1s.

———
Printed by Prney, Gaupyen & Co., Facringdon Road, Londen, E.C.
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