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The following are some of the appreciations
received for my Book, °
THE SYRIAN CHURCH OF MALABAR.

His Brace The Most Rev. Mar Thoma Dionysius Metropolitan
of the See of Niranam:-

“T have great pleasure to recommend to the
members of the church the book ‘The Syrian Church
of Malabar’ of which Rev. Fr. I. Daniel of Cheppad
is the author. I know the author and I love his work
both as a priest and as the writer of such books as
Church history etc. No doubt this book will give the
readers a elear conceptlion of the facts of the history
of the Church in South India in a handy form. I give
him my blessings.”

His Grace Abuna Mar Theophilos, Bishop of Harar, Ethiopia:-

« .. I rend with great interest your book and
I find that this work ‘The Syrian Church of Malabar’
is an outstanding historical contributien and full of
enlightenment to its readers. ' It proves that the
author has left no. stone unturned to acquaint his
readers with a full knowledge of the back grounds
and evolubions of the Syrian Church of Malabar. ....””

Secretarg to H. 6. The Arch Bishop of Canterbury:-

“The Arch Bishop has asked me to thank you:
for your book on the Syrian Church of Malabar,
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The Arch Bishop has very kindly suggested that
this book should be kept with the other books of our
Library here for reference of this Council. The Arch
Bishop has pleasure in sending his blessings.”

Rt. Rev. Bishop Dr. W. D. Terry M. A., D. D., Transvaal,
South Africa:-

«Recently Fr. I. Daniel's “The Syrian Church
of Malabar’ came into my hands and I wish to record
with what deep interest I read this valuable work.
Until the opportunity was afforded me of reading it,
the history and traditions of the St. Thomas
Christians of Malabar had remained very obscure
indeed as far as I was concerned, and I am sure the
same applied to most other students of Church
history living outside India. ~ By his industry Dr.
Daniel has corrected that. His book has I know,
penetrated far beyond his own country and has
carried with it the good repute of that ancient and
honourable body to which he belongs. In yeturn it
has earned the affectionate greetings and the respect
of the author’s fellow Christians in many lands, who
salute in him a famous Church. How this Church has
preserved its integrity down the ages makes g ﬁné
gtory, which Dr. Daniel has delighted to tell, T loolk
forward to the appearance of a second editi(;u and if
this nnsolicited appreciation of the first edition is able

to earn some publicity for the second, I shall be
very glad.” KR,

\ 1i1
Private Secretary to H. I. M. The Emperor of Abyssinia:-

« T am commanded by His Imperial Majesty to
acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter of
90th. Sept. 48 together with your book entitled ;
‘Phe Syrian Church of Malabar.” The book is indeed
very interesting and gives full description of the
establishment of the Christian faith in India by the
Apostle Thomas during the course of the first
century. It is His Imperial Majesty's earnest hope
that the ancient Church of India will attain the
desired result in its efforts for the expansion of its
evangelical activities.”

Private Secretary to H. M. The King of Eagland:-

« T am commanded by the King to thank you
sincerely for the copy of your book ‘The Syrian Church
of Malabar’ which through ~Prebendary W. H. S.
Holland, you have kindly submitted for His Majesty's
acceptance.”

The Director of H. M. The King's Civil Cabinet & Personal
Secrstary to H. M. The King of Greece:-

“His Majesty the king has directed me fto
acknowledge receipt of your interesting book, ‘The
Syrian Church of Malabar’ and to convey to you his
heart-felt thanks for your kindness. Herewith en—
closed please find a photograph of Their Majesties
the King and Queen which they have graciously .
autographed. for you. ...”
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Private Secretary to H. M. The King of Norway:-
“ .. T'am commanded to convey to you His

Majesty’s thanks for the copy of your book, The
Syrian Church of Malabar.”

Private Secretary to Her Majesty The Queen of Holland:-

“ Her Mhjesty the Queen of Netherlands charges
me to transmit to you her sincerest thanks for
sending a copy of yom IutGIGStID“‘ book, The Syrian
Church of Malabar.”

H. R. H. Prince Peter of Greece:-

“I am writing to say how much I appreciated
your book ‘The Syrian Church of Malabar,’ I have
learnt very much from it which I did not know and
I think that every one who is interested in the very
ancient and venerable Christian communities of

Malabar, should make a point, K of reading it. I
congratulate you on having taken the trouble fo
write and publish 1t. You have not only rendered a
greab service to your own paisicular confession, bub
also to the whole of Christendom and to the world of

scholars. My very best wishes for its continued
suceess.”’

His Excellency Emmanuel Ahraham Ethiopian Ambassador,
New Deiln -

.. I have read your book ‘The Syrian Church
of Malabar’ through and find it very interesting as
well as instructive. I had heard before coming b0
India that there was an ancient Christian community
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in S. India and that they were of the Syrian Ortho-
dox communion. But your book has revealed to
me some facts which I did not know before,
especially about the establishment of the church, of
its many Bishops, of its struggle with Roman
Catholic and Protestant Missionaries and of the
number of its believers. Your book should be widely
known and that I am glad that you are intending to
reprint a second edition of it in America with more
chapters on the teachings of the Syrian Church. I

have no doubt that it will be an important step in

introducing your ancient church to the whole

 Ohristian world and of arousing more interest in

your community both in America and Europe.”

Hon. Smt. RajaKumari Amritkaur,
Government:-

Health Minister, India

........ I am grateful to you for your book ‘The
Syrian Church of Malabar’ which I have read with
much interest. It isa valuable contribution to those
interested in the beginnings of Christianity in India.
Fersonally I have always had a high regard for the
Syrian Indian Christian community and I am glad
to have inereased my scant knowledge of their
history through your book.”

Mr. G. Bernard Shaw, Ayot, England:-

. I have receiyed your book ‘The Syrian
Church of Malabar’ and read it with interest. I hope
your book will have a large circulation, o




His Excellency Sir Maharaj Singhs K. C.I.E., F.Ph. S,
Governor of Bombay:- -

“I bave read your book. It is an interesting

history of the Orthodox Syrian Church and it

furnishes some what more documentary proof than
other books on the same church. Yoursis a well

written and interesting publication. ........”
Rt. Hon. Lord Viscount Nuffield, Eledrd, England:-

“I have received your letter forwarded to me by
Dr. Wynne Bennett, D. Se., F. Ph. S, and I am
writing to thank you for the generous thought which
prompted your sending me a copy of the history
of your church. :
at the first available opportunity.”

Rt. Hon. Lord Dunsany, D. L., Litt. D., London:-

~ “..Your book ‘The Syrian Church of Malabar'
mt';erest;s me very much as it contains a great mwany
things about the history of christianity. in India of
which T did not know. ....” :

Bev. Sorensen, M. P., House of Commons, Londog:-

“I thank you warmly for the gift of your boolk
‘The Syrian Church of Malabar.’ T have always had
a parficular interest in the Syrian Church a,nd I am
grateful that you have furnished me with valugh]
further informations vespeciing i, ..." - A0

I shall be reading it with interest

vii

Dr. H.D. Wynne Bennett, D. Sc., F. Ph. 8., E. Ec. ., Dip.
Th., London:- ; -

“....] have read your book" ‘The Syrian Church
of Malabar’ with much interest and find it simpler
and more concise than other books which I possess
such as Mackenzie’s book published in Travancore.

~ As is only natural your facts are authentic and I

have checked them with particulars given by other
authorities ....”

Mr. H. C. Papworth, M. A., 0. B. E., Vice-chancellor,
Travancore University, Trivandrum:- _

“Thank you very much indeed in sending me a
copy of your book ‘The Syrian Church of Malabar.’
It was most kind of you to do so and T have read it
with exceedingly great imterest. I learnt from it
many historical facts which I did not know before,
I wonder if you have seen the enclosed review of it
which I cut out from the Liondon Church Times.”

Rev: S. A. B. Mercer, Ph.D., D. D., Dean of Divinity of
Toronto University, Canada:-

.. Tt was a very gracious act on your part
to send me a copy of your history of the Syrian
Church of Malabar. I have read avery word of it
with keen interest and much profit. T have a,lready
shown ifi to several of my colleagues who have
expressed much interest in i, ...."”

Dr. M. K. Alexander M. A., Ph. D., -Professor of Philosophy
and Religion, Arkansas State College, U. S. A.:-

“.... From my acquaintance with the subject
matter I may say that the scholarly Pather I. Danial
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has made a confribution of great historic value, The
need for such a work has been felt in every part of
the Western World where the amazing story of the
Syrian Church of Malabar has been heard. It will
be a real treat to the general reader and a handy
reference volume to the scholar. ..."”

Sir George Bog, 1. C. 5., K.C. 1. E., Ex. Dewan of Cochin:-

“I write to acknowledge receipt of your book
‘The Syrian Church of Malabar’ which Iam very
pleased to have. Ishall read the book with great
interest and keep it for reference in matters conne—
cted with the Syrian church, 7

Mr. K. P. Padmanabhan Thampy B.A. Asst. Information
Officer to the Govt. of Travancore:-

“I have enjoyed reading your well written book
‘The Syrian Church of Malabar’. It is both interesting
and informative. Verily it is an eye opener and no
student of religion in the higher sense of the term
should miss studying this important book which is
the work of a scholar. Iam very happy to have the
book in my library, It is really a valuable addition
to my collection.”

M. P. Seshadri Iyer B. A., M. L., Ex. Superintendent, Travan-
core University Publications:-

“The copy of the book ‘The Syrian Chureh of
Malabar’ so kindly sent by you hag reached me and
I am intensely happy to receive it, The contents of
the book are of absorbing interes It gives all that is
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essential and relevant in the history of the Syrian
Church of Malabar. The style is also so simple and
lucid befitting the dignity of the subject.  For some
time I have been studying the history of the church

Mr. C. T. Mathew, Pathanamthitta, Travancore:-

“I write to inform you that I had the oppor-
tunity of going through your publication ‘The Syrian
Church of Malabar’ recently and I am much pleased
In your work. Though a few other books have been
published on the same subject by certain other

- authors yoursstands foremost as it gives a clear, im—
partial and accurate history of events of the Church

from the first century in an abridged form and not
avoiding facts of truths. Please accept my hearty
congratulations in your undertaking and I wish your
book a wide publicity.”

Mr. P. K. Charry, Bar-at-Law, Madras:-

“....T have read your scholarly book ‘The Syrian
Church of Malabar’ with the greatest interest and T
have learnt a lot from it about the Syrian Church.
I must congratulate you on having written such
an excellent and useful book, ....”

Mr. P. A. Oomman B.A., M.L., Advocate, High Court,

Ernakulam:-

“.......This book gives a lucid and accurate
narrative of the various incidents in the history of
the church from the coming of St. Thomas tha
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Apostle. ... I may say without any hesitation that
in writing such a book Rev. Fr. L. Daniel has done
a signal service to the Christian World.”

o
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Appreciations by Papers.

The Guardian, London:-

“..Much has been heard of the proposals for
union with Sonth India United Chureh, but probably
little is known in this country of a small but live
Church of Eastern Christians which has existed in
South India from the earliest times. This ancient
church may well have peculiar qualifications for the

- evangelisation of India, since it is a church indi-

genous to the soil with an Indian temperament
capable of understanding the particular difficulties
involved. Within the compass of less than seventy
pages Rev. Fr. I. Daniel, a priest of the Syrian
Church of Malabar has composed a lucid and
interesting history of this venerable church. All
il_]ntelzested in re-union in India should read this
010359 Ly

The Church of England News Paper, London:-

“Rev. Fr, T. Daniel of Che !

ppad, Trav
produced a very readable history of hig ohua;nﬁoreh!']at?
should be read by all interested in ¢ e

of Indl& » he Gvangelis&hion

i
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The Church Times, London:-

«  The book ‘The Syrian Church of Malabar’
is a well documented history written by Rev. Fr.
I. Daniel, a. priest of the Syrian Church. S

The Modern Review, Calcntta:-

“ _Tn the book ‘The Syrian Church of Malabar’
the author Rev. Fr. I. Daniel has given in &
condensed form the principal facts relating to the
growth and development of Syrian Church from its
foundation to the present day. An easy readable
book of good typographical execution, it ought to be
welcomed by all interested in the history of the Indian
Church. Rev. Fr. I. Daniel deserves congratulations
for this history of the Syrian Church so well
presented. ....”

The Anglican Out look, Canada:-

¢ Rev. Fr. I. Daniel offers us the opportunity
of investigating the history of the Syrian Church *in
a compact and readable book. The Syrian Church
has suffered considerably at the hands of ill-informed
Anglicans whese interference with the Liturgical
and other traditions of the Syrians in South India
led to the creation of a schism, the so called ‘Mar
Thoma Church of Malabar’ of which we have heard
much in Canada. ....”

The Canadian Church man, Toronto, Canada:-
«_“Phe Syrian Church of Malabar' by Rev. Fr.
I. Daniel is a scholarly and authoritative work. This
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may well serve as a hand book for those who are
following the problems of the Church in India. ....”

The Malankara Sabha Magazine, Kottayam, Travancore:-
“Students of ecclesiastical history and priests

will find this history of the Syrian Church of Malabar

by Rev. Fr. I. Daniel extremely useful and handy.
We congratulate the author and would encourage
him to continue in the field of church history. ....”

The Church Weekly, Koftagam:-

“ .. Rev. Fr. I. Daniel of Cheppad has made a
laudable attempt to give in a condensed form the
principal facts in the growth and development of the
Syrian Church of Malabar. We recommend this
book to our readers as a valuable synopsis of Syrian
church history in Malabar. ...”

The Federated India, Madras:-

“....The Syrian Church traces its oricin to St
Thomas ons of the direct disciples of Jesriq Christb.
‘The author has given in his book, “Ihe Syrian
Church of Malabar’ the unbroken history of his
church for these nineteen centuries. He is unbiassed

and states facts plainly. His book is a very useful
publication. ....”

The Ancient Christian
California, U, §. A.:-

(14

Fellowship Review, Los Angeles,

e The majority of theological students
attending our present day seminaries and divinity

i i T
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scl.xools are given to understand the act concerning
the establishment of the ancient Christian Church
in India by St. Thomas the apostle is purely a 1oyth,
or at best a pious opinion. While this opinion may
be justified because of our western ignorance 16 15 00t
the truth. The Rev. Fr. L. Daniel, D. D. makes this
very clear in his book ‘The Syrian Church of
Malabar! He is a very fine type of priest and
scholar.”
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The Church Times of London dated 7th Octoher 1949 has
recorded the following:-

“The Rey. I. Daniel, D.D. of the Orthodox
Syrian Church of Malabar, who has written a book
on the history of his church, has been made F. Ph. S.
by the Philosophical Society of England for a thesis
on the Philosophy of Buddhism. He is the only
Syrian Christian who holds this Fellowship.”

His Excellency the Governor of Bombay bas written thus:-

Government House,
Bombay; March 23, 1950.
My dear Fr. Daniel,
“I congratulate you heartily on your having
been made a Fellow of the Philosophical Society of

HEngland. You have thoroughly deserved it by your:

knowledge and literary talents. ........

Yours Sincerely,
Maha Raj Singh.

President of the Orthodox Christian Educational Society,
0. 5. A. has sent the following letter dated 28th Aug. 1949.

My dear Fr. Daniel,

“ Many laudatory remarks regarding you and
your zeal for the Orthodox faith impel us to con-
gratulate you and we pray the Lord to bless you in
your God-pleasing work.”

K. Andronis.

s

PREFACE.

It is gratifying to note that one of my previous
books ‘The Syrian Church of Malabar’ has been
appreciated by eminent personages and esteerned
Papers at home and abroad. Since all the copies of
the said book were sold off in so short a time I had
prepared a bigger volume with also the teachings of
the Syrian Church. But as the printing cost was
found to be too high this book had to be cut short
and thus published to meet the immediate demands
of people in India and overseas.

This book comprises a summary of my book
‘The Syrian Church of Malabar’ added with short
histories of other Orthodox Churches. I am very
grateful to the Rbt. Rev. Bishop Theophilos of the
Ethiopian Church, to H. R. H. Prince Peter of
Greece, to Rev. Fr. Marcus Daoud of the Coptic
Church and to Rev. Fr. A. Edgarian of the Armenian
Church for their kindness in giving nie informations
about their Churches. My thanks are also due to the
several eminent personages and esteemed Papers for
the kind appreciations on my book ‘The Syrian
Church of Malabar’ Ii is hoped that this small
volume will pave the way to a clear understanding
and mutual relationship of the Orthodox Churches,

I intend to use the sale proceeds of this book and
also any donations received for the reconstruction,
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which is an immediate necessity, of the impaired
ancient’ Cathedral Church of Cheppad. So the
Public are requested to contribute their mites to the
church reconstruction fund by encouraging the sale
of this book.

Tn conclusion I may add a word of thanks to
Mr. R. Sreedharan Pillai, Suvarna Bharathi Press
Manager wno took a keen inberest in neafly and
prompﬁly executing his work of printing this volume
to my entire satisfaction.

Rev. Fr. 1. Damiel, D. D., F.Ph. S,

Vicar, Orthodox Syrian Church.

Cheppad, Travancore.
12th. Oct. 1850.
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THE MALABAR CHURDCH

AND

OTHER ORTHODROX BHURBHES.

CHAPTER |
THE ORIGIN OF THE SYRIAN CHURCH OF MALABAR.

The Syrian Church of Malabar traces its history
back to the first cenfury and claims St. Thomas
one of the Apostles of our Lord, as its founder.
St. Thomas came to Cranganore an important sea—
port on the Malabar coast, in one of the trading
ships in A. D. 52. He first preached the gospel to
the Jews and then turned to the heathens. High
caste Hindus became Christians. He established
Ohurches at seven places viz. Maliankara (Cranga-
nore), Palur (Chavakad), Parur, Gokamangalam,
Niranam, Chayal, Kollum (Quilon) and appointed
Prelates from four families — Pakalomatom, Sankara-
puri, Kalli, Kaliyankal. Then he went over to the
east coast and there also he founded a few Churches
which are extinet now. 1t is believed that he even
went to China and-preached the gospel. When he
returned he was pub to death presumably in the year
72 A. D. at Mylapore near Madras and buried there.
His remains were afterwards taken over to Hdessa
in Persia and were given a decent burial.
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2 The Malabar Church & Other Orthodox Churches.

The Acts of St. Thomas.

The following account given in a book called
the Acts of St Thomas written by Bardesnes of
HKdessa in the beginning of the third century
regarding the origin of the Indian Church is highly
interesting.  The regions of the world were divided
aong the apostles and by lot Tndia fell to St. Thomas,
But he hesitated to go. Thé Lord appeared to him
and said, ‘Fear not Thomas, go to India and proclaim

the Word.! But be did not obey saying, ‘where ever

thou wishest to send me, send me elsewhere, to fihe
Indians I am not going.” While speaking thus there
ceme & man named Abbanes sent by king Gondo-
phorus of India to fetch a carpenter.

Abbanes met our Lord and our Lord pointed
to St. Thomas and sold bim for three pounds of
silver. They sailed for India and on the way the
ship landed at Andrapolis, a royal city. There was
a marriage feast in the city. The king’s daughter
was being given in marriage. During the marriage
fe;f.sb a servant struck St. Thomas and the apostle
said that that hand would be dragged along by a dog
and so it happened. That servant who was the
cup-bearer went to draw some water from & foun-—
tain and then there came a lion, killed him-and fore
away bis limbs. A black dog took the right hand
in its mouth aund brought it to the banquet hall. The
flute girl who was a Hebrew had understood all the
words of the apostie, She told the whole story to the
people and they all believed in St. Thomas.

Origin of the Syrian Church. 3

They then sailed and landed in the kingdom of
Giondophorus 1in India. They came to the king.
The king asked St. Thomas to build a palace for him
o which he readily agreed. The king gave bim
money, cold and silver and what ever he asked. The
apostle distributed them all freely among the poor
and afflicted. One day the king came to the city
and enquired of the people aboub the palace and he
knew from them that Thomas went round and

' preached the gospel, healing the sick, leading a very

simple life and they further told him that be spent
what ever he got on the poor and the sick. The king
got angry, sent for the merchant and Thomas and
imprisoned them both, considering how to kill them,
That very night his brother Gad fell ill and died.
His soul was taken to heaven by the angels and wag
shown the beautiful places and dwellings there.
When he came to the beautiful palace built by St.
Thomas he begged the angels to permit him to dwell
in one of its under-ground rooms. The angels said

they could not do anything since it already belonged °

to his brother. (Gad then told them to allow him to
a0 back to his brother so that he might buy the
palace from him as he did not know what it was like,
The story goes that the soul came back to earth just
before his body was buried and called for his brother,
The brother was overwhelmed with joy. Gad then
made an entreaty to him, “Assure me brother, that
you will grant me what ever I ask!” He agreed to
give what ever he asked. Then he asked the king to
sell to him the palace which St Thomas had built in
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The king was surprised to hear it and
could mnot believe what he told him. Then he
narrated the whole story to the king. St. Thomas
and the merchant were babh released from prison
and the royal family embraced the new faith prea—
ched by St. Thomas.

The apostle then left the kingdom of Gondo-
phorus and visited the court of Misdeus, another
Tndian king. There the king’s own wife and children
were converted to Christianity. The king’s resent-
ment was so great that St. Thowmas died a martyr’s
death. Such is the most ancient existing account of
the life of St. Thomas. As a contribution to history 16
eannot be faken seriously and yeb it i1s not withoub
value. It speaks clearly that the scene of St. Thomas’
labours was India.
century Gondophorus was an unknown person and
was thought to be a mere creation of the imagina=
tion. But excavations made-in the last century and
the coins dug out bearing the name and figure of th@
king have conclusively proved that Gondophorus
was a historical person of the first century. Till the
last century no body would have believed that there
was such a man as Gondophorus and thab Sb.
Thomas visited his comt and therefore we can
reasonably hope that many of the other facts conneé”
cted with the tradition will in due course be prove
to be true. The kingdom of Gondophorus was
Parthia and that extended over Baluchistan 27
Puniab and the banks of the Indus. It is quite likely
thevefore that St. Thomas left his kingdom and can®

heaven.

=

Till the middle of the 19th"

The Seven Churches. <]

over to S. India to continue his christian work and
probably Misdeus ruled over S. India at that time.

CHAPTER 2
THE SEVEN OHURCHES FOUNDED BY ST. THOMAS.

It is interesting to know about the seven
churches founded by St. Thomas, the apostle. He
first arrived by sea voyage with his friend Abbanes
in the city of Cranganore. It was a greab seaport at
the time, being the chief centre of pepper and other
trades for which ships were frequently coming  via,
Persian gulf from several Asiatic ports of the wes
and it was the chief capital of the Chera Kinos too.
There was a Jewish settlement also at Cra.ngcz;,nore.
Soon afer establishing a church at Maliankara
near Cranganore where the people received him
gladly, St Thomas turned his attention to Palur near
which there was a port. '

. 2 Palur was in the beginning of the first
century of the christian era a famous Brahmin
station inhabited by Nambudiri Brahmins and other
high caste Hindus. One day St. Thomas visited the
great tank of the Palur temple where the Brahmins
were having their morning bath and performing
their ceremonies by taking a handful of waber a.na
throwing it up muttering some prayers. Seeing this
St. Thomas said that all such ceremonies were
meaningless. The Nambudiris had a hot discussion
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with the apostle about the new religion he preached
:n the course of which they one and all agreed t0
embrace his religion if he could perform a miracle.
In the name of Trinity he took some water from the
tank and threw it up in the air. To the surprise of
the Nambudiris there was a depression on the surface
of the water in the tank and the water thrown up
was seen floating in the air above in big drops and
falling down as flowers. The Namubdiris were
wonder—struck by this miracle and most of them
were instantly baptised ab the hands of the apostle.
A cross was put up there and the temnple was
converted into a church.

3. Parur (Kottakavu). It was during a festival
day in the Kottakavu temple that the apostle
reached Parur during his missionary tour. Many
Hindus were present. The apostle preached aboub
Christ there. The people were attracted o his speech.
There he showed some miracle. The Nambudiris
who were the owners of the temple believed in
Christ and got baptised by the apostle. The temple
was then converted into a church.

4. Gokamangalam is near the sea in the
vicinity of Pallipuram, It is twenby miles south of
Parurand 23 miles west of Tannirmukam in Shertala
Taluk. Tradition says that the ‘cross the apostle
put up there was pulled out and thrown in the sea
by heathens and the waves carried it ashore. Thus
it came to be fixed again.

The Seven,Churches. 7

5. Niranam, By the preaching of the apostle
the Nambudiri Brahmins of this place got baptised
at his hands and a church was established there.
Just opposite to Niranam church was a Nambudiri
family called ‘Pattamuk,’ The members of that
family along with other Nambudiri families were
converted into Christianity by the apostle. Some two
hundred years ago a Pattamuk family member who
was one of the great grand fathers of the author of
this book came over and settled at Cheppad. Thus

the author has been descended from Pattamuk family
which St. Thomas converted.

6. Chayal (Nilakal) is situated in the south
west of Ranni near Hrumeli in Sabarimala hills.
The church founded by the apostle has been des—
troyed in course of time and the people inhabited
there went away due to troubles from wild beasts,
Only the remains of the church can be seen there
now in the thick of the forest.

7. Kollum (Quilon). The church founded by
the apostle was near the sea coast and it was des—
troyed by the encroachment of sea. There is another
church built near by. People say that some times
a cross could be seen on a rock in the sea and it must
have been the site of the original church.

Txcept Chayal all the places are on the coass
or very close to it. From Palur in the north to
Quilon in the south the distance is 130 miles,




CHAPTER 3

EVIDENCES TO SHOW THE APOSTOLIC ORIGIN
OF THI INDIAN CHURCH.

St. Thomas mount near Madras is supposed t0

be the place of St Thomas' death. Another sacred
spot connected with St Thomas 1s his tomb ab
Mylapore where the body of the apostle is buried.
Over the tomb is a cathedral and of ifs treasures the
most precious is the reliquary in which are preserved
fragments of the bones of the apostle and the tip of
the lance that pierced him. These places have now
become regular places of pilgrimage. There is a place
still shown as one in which St. Thomas took refuge in
the mount. Marcopolo a Venetian traveller visited
Indiain 1288. His account of the church in India
is of priceless value. The evidence of Marcopolo is &
sufficient proof that in the 13th century Mylapore
was accepted by the christians in India as the shrine
of St.Thomas and the site of his martyrdom:
St. Jerome (300 A.D.) speaks of the mission Of
St. Thomas to India as a fact universally known and
believed in his time. In one of his epistles he writes
‘He (the son of God) was present in all places, wibh
Thomas in India, with Peter in Rome, with Paul
in Illyria efc.’

Pantanews, In A.D. 190 Demetrius Bishop of
Alexandria received a message from the Indianl
Christians to send them a teacher to instruct them
in the faith and doctrines of Christ, At thaf time

‘at Cranganore.

Evidences of Apostolic Origin. g9

one Pantaneus, a stoic philosopher and head of the
celebrated school of Alexandria offered himself for
the work, This also evidently shows that there wag
a christian church in India in the second century 5

Thomas of Cana. 1In the year 345 A.D. a band of

400 Christians consisting of a Bishop Mar Joseph of

Hdessa, several priests, deacons and laymen emi-
grated to the Malabar coast of India and settled down
The head of this group was a
:11131'011:1-1113 of great influence and wealth named
lho;uas of Cana. He obtained from the then kine'
of Malabar Cheraman Perumal, several richts E
privileges for the Christians. ATy
Sapir Iso. Then again Bishops Mar

-&nd Mar Pheroz (Aproth) of Persis visirztlad S%I;?ll’;j
n 1.\.'1:1.[&13,1.-1' in 825 A, D. along with a merchant
Sapir Iso. The then Raja of Travancore allowed
them and their descendants many privileces writbe;J
on copper plates which still exist. Coming of these
persons testify to the fact that there ei\?isted a:u
ancient church in Malabar.

(As there was regular trade connection between
India and Palestine even before the time of (I)ur
Lord, and as the apostles must have been eager to
follow the advice of our Lord to g0 abroaﬁ and
preach the gospel, it is quite likely that St. Thomas
one of the apostles, has come to India in one of thé

trading ships fo spread the gospel among. the

heathens. This surmise is supported by the apoery-
Phal writings of the Acts of St. Thomas and the
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In A. D. 231 according the usual practice two

i 'c 71t} the et
archaeological researches made with regard to clergymen Ahodoboy and Komjesu, were sent fo

coins of Gondophorus, in the last century. Besides,

the writings of early christian Fathers such as
Jerome, St. Ephraim, Gregory of Tours and the great
Venetian traveller Marcopolo have testified to the
game effect. The strong tradition of the Syrian
Church and the tradition connected with St. Thomas
mount near Mylapore have also strengthened the
other evidences.

CHAPTER 4
THE CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST.

St. Thaddaeus (Adai) one of the seventy two
disciples appointed by our Lord became the apostle
to Hdessa,
charge. Son of Abgar, King of Hdessa, was an anbi-
christian and he killed Agai. So Agai’s fellow worker
St. Mari fled to Selucia the capital of Persia and
continued his work there. Now St. Thomas had
bsen travelling in Hdessa, Selucia and Parthia etc.
for gospel work, Hdessan church claims St, Thomas
as its founder and so his sacred remains were taken
over to Edessa from India and buried there.

Originally it was the Pétsian Catholicos who
sent Metropolitans to the Syrian Church of Malabar.
The Persian Catholicate has been older than the
Antiochene Patriarchate. But till the year A. D. 231,

it was the custom of Persians to go to Antioch for
consecration.

After him his disciple St. Agai took his

Antioch from the Persian Church for consecration.
Anftioch was at this time a part of the Roman
empire. There was hostility between the Romian
and Persian Governments. Mistaking Ahodoboy
and Komjesu for Persian spies, the Roman Govern-
ment arrested them. Komjesu was killed. But
Ahodoboy managed to escape to Jerusalem. When
the Metropolitan of Antioch came to know this, he
wrote about it to the Prelates of Jerusalem.

The Prelates of Jerusalem consecrated Ahodo-
boy and installed him as Catholicos giving authority
to consecrate bishops and to perpetuate the Catho—
licate. He was also given a document to the effect

.that the Persians need not thereafter be sent to

Antioch for consecration and that the name of the
Catholicos should be remembered in the Great
Intercession, Thusin the year 231 Selucian (Persian)
Catholicate was permanently established.  The
second Catholicos Sahalupa was installed in A. D.
246. Tt was during the time of the third Catholicos
by name ‘Pappa’ that the Synod of Nicea was held
in the year 325 A. D.

In the Synod of Nicea also we sce the im'por~
tance given to the Catholicate. ~The following is an
extract from the decisions of the Synod of Nicea

‘which oceur in the seventh chapter of the Canon of

Bar Hebraus:i—‘According to the four divisions of the
earth there should be four Patriarchates — one i
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Rome in the West, another in Constantinople in the
North, another in Antioch in the East, and still
another in Alexandria in the South. But henceforth
the Metropolitan of Jerusalem shall be called the fifth
Patriarch and at the same time he shall be subject
to the authority of the Metropolitan of Caesaria.
The Metropolitan of the East, like the Patriarch,
shall have authority to consecrate Metropolitans
and he shall be known as Catholicos and his name
shall be remembered in the Great Intercession. At
Synods this Catholicos shall have precedence over
all the Metropolitans and shall be accorded a seat of
honour equal to that of the Patriarch of Jerusalem.’
The Catholicate which was given to Persia in

the year A. D. 231 was thus confirmed in the Synod
of Nicea in A. D 325, and flourished till the time of
Bar Hebraus, the famous Canon law authority who
was himself Catholicos for the  East in. the 13th
century. Bub after his death in 1286 A.D. there
was no regular continuity of Orthodox Catholicos
to fill the Catholicate of the Fast on account of the

decline of the Orthodox Syrians in Persia.

In the year A.D. 498 the Selucian Catholicos
Akok (Acacius) became a Nestorian and so in his

place, only in 629 A.D, a Catholicos by name
Moruso was installed. Now his residence was Tigris
in Persia,

As there was one Nestorian Catholicos,
to differentiate him, Orthodox Catholicos was desig-
nated Maphrian. Maphrian and Catholicos are the
same and Maphrian was known in Great Infer-
cession as Catholicos, There were times at which

T
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Patriarch and Catholicos went on smoothly as well
as unpleasantly. In the 9th century there was
some quarrel between the then Cathalicos and
Patriarch. They then excommunicated each other.
At last in A. D. 869 there was an agreement made
at Kaparthutha between them and they became in
friendly terms again,

In course of time due to the troubles from
Muhammadans the Catholicate in Tigris was trans-
ferred to Mosul and Mar Mathai Dayara etc. In
1685 Mar Baselius was consecrated as Catholicos
just for the occasion and sent over to Malabar. He

died at Kothamangalam. He was followed in 1751 -

by Sakralla Mar Baselius who died at Kandanad.
Until 19th century the Catholicate remained in
Persia, some ftimes with interruptions at long
intervals.

After a long time in the year 1908 the late
revered learned Konattu Mathen malpan of Malabar
wrote to the Patriarch requesting him to transfer the
Catholicate of the Hast from Persia to Malabar. This
was granted in the year 1912 when Abdul Messiah
the Antiochene Patriarch visited Malabar and in—
stalled the first Catholicos. The present Catholicos
is the third here. Thus the Catholicate of the Hast
has pernfinently been established in Malabar.



CHAPTER 5

CONNECTION OF OTHER CHURCHES WITH
THE SYRIAN CHURCH.

As the power of the Orthodox Church in Persia

had declined after the year 1490 A. D. for abou_h_ﬂf
hundred years, it happened that the Nestoriad

Chureh sent their bishops to Malabar. .But the
Orthodox people without unders}‘.&ndmg the
difference in faith, received the Nesborl.a.n bishops a2
if they were their own. Bub Nestorianism could
not have any lasting effect in Malabar.

Roman connection.
Catholic Arch Bishop Menezes came from Goa t0
Malabar with orders from the Pope to subjugate theél
Orthodox Syrian Church, When Arch Bishop
Menezes came Arch Deacon George was at the head
of the Malabar Syrians. Arch Bishop Menezes
demanded that Arch Deacon George be subject t0
him and he visited Syrian Churches giving ordinatio?
to candidates who would stand by him in the ensuing
Synod. A Synod was convened by Arch BishoP
in 1599 at Diamper and resolutions were passed- t0
win the Syrians over to his side, The whole Syrian
Church was subjugated for 54 years, Oppression?
and the introduction of so many rits roused the
patient spirit of the Syrians and in the year 1653
twentyfive thousand Syrians ecatching hold of @
rope tied to a stone cross at Mattanchery Cochin
renounced all allegiance to the Pope. This is called

In the year 1595 the Roman

R
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the famous Coonan Cross Oath., The immediate
cause of this was that the Portuguese Romans were

* instrumental in drowning a bishop Mar Ahathalla

(Tesaloho) who came to the rescue of the Sy_ri{'mS-
All except 400 people returned to their original .
Orthodox Syrian faith. Now in Travancore the

Romo Syrians number about seven lakhs and Romo
Liatinites number about four lakhs,

Antiochene connection. Then in the year 1665
Mar Gregorius Metropolitan of Jerusalem reached
Malabar and consecrated Arch Deacon Thoma, the
successor of Arch Deacon George (Geevarughese), as
Mar Thoma first. Thus there was a succession of
nine Maetropolitans under the name of Mar Thoms,
till 1816, Most of these were from Pakalomatom
family. . Then there were six Metropolitans under
the name of Mar Dionysius. The seventh prelate
who rules over the Orthodox Syriam Church in
Malabar now is known as the Catholicos of the Hast,
Moran Mar Baselius. This Catholicate was trans—
ferred from Persia and established here in Malabar
by the Antiochene Patriarch Mar Abdul Messiah in
A.D. 1912, Malabar Church got direct contact
from Antioch only from the year 1665. Before that
all the prelates who came to Malabar were those
sent from Persian Catholicate.

~

Anglican connection. From 1816 to 1840 there was
some connection between the Syrian Church and
the Anglican Church. The Anglican missionaries
were allowed to preach in Syrian churches with the
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definite understanding that they would not interfere
in the faith and practice of the church or destroy its
independence. After some years they began to
introduce some alterations in the syrian liturgy.
Besides, they preached against the doctrines of the
Syrian Church. = Hence the Syrian bishop Mar
Dionysius fourth of Cheppad stoutly opposed all
such attempts and convened a Synod ab Mavelikara,

'in 1836 (Synod agreement is else where inserted)

and rejected C. M. 8. proposals for reforms. So the
Syrian Church severed all connections with the
C. M. S. Due to the work of C M. S. there arose a

reformed party in the Syrian Church under the

leadership of Abraham malpan By this time his ne-
phew Mathews Mar Athanasius went to Antiochene
Patriarch as a deacon and got consecrated in 1844.
‘When the nephew came Abraham malpan was brave
enough to continue his reforms. Dissension arose in
the church and Mathews Mar Athanasius was ex—
communicated. Under his leadership there was a
-party which afterwards styled themselves as Mar
Thoma Christians,  Now they number aboub
1% lakhs.

The Antiochene Patriarch Mar Peter 3rd came
to Malabar in the year 1875 and excommunicated
the reformist Metropolitan Mathews Mar Athanasius
‘and gave the charge of Malabar Church to Puliko®
I\«-Iar Dionysius. The Patriarch then consecrated six
bishops of whom Mar Paul Athanasius of Kottayam
together with two other bishops consecrated Mar
Alvariz Julius on the 29th July 1882,

B — i

His Imperial Mejesty Haile Selassie 1.
Emperor of Ethiwopia.
(in coronation robes.)
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The church considers one of the six bishops
Mar Gregorius of Niranam (Parumala Mar Gre—
gorius) as the greatest saint that has risen in Malabar.
He passed away in 1902 at the age of 54 and was
buried at Parumala. ' He was canonised as a saint
& recently. Hvery year on November 2, the death
' anniversary day, more than fifty thousand people
gather at his shrine with offerings; So his shrine
1s a placeof pilgrimage to the Syrians.

Mar 'Alvariz Julius of Ceylon together with

_Mar Paul Athanasius and Mar Gregorius of
‘Niranam consecrated an American Fr. Joseph Rene
Vilatte in the name of Mar Thimotheos on the 29th
May 1892 in the cathedral of the Lady of Good
Death at Colombo, as Arch Bishop for the American
old Catholies who embraced the Syrian Church.

CHAPTER 6
PRESENT POSITION & FAITH OF THE SYRIAN CHURCH,

It is importia,ut't;o notzg, that eminent personages
every where in the world have got very high regard
for the ancient Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar.
As for instance 'a letter from Rev. Hr. Alban
W. Cockerham, B. D. of England is quoted below:-
| . “The Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar has a great
| future before it in the shaping of the new India
which is coming to birth and only this mother church
of Tndia can do this important work of the future.
To her is entrusted the apostolic mission of bringing

L
S, -\,{.
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India under the rule of Christ.
must follow her lead. The

va.lid‘_ihy of her orders, and the authenticity of her
mission clearly prove that the Syrian Orthodo*

Church founded by S :
y St. Thom g the
mother church of India, ” as the apostle, 1

All other church®
integrity of her faith, th®

Thg Servants of the Cross Society under the
]sz-.a;dm-shlpr of Very Rev. Remban M, P. Petros, B-
B.D, L. T, has converted eighteen thousand de—
pressed class people to the Syrian Church. Steps 2r°
b:el_ng taken to establish churches in all hhﬁ; importan®
r::.tnes of India. His Grace Mar Thoma Dionysiu®
Metropolitan of the ancient See of Niranam haS
?pened a mission centre af Trichinopoly outside
lgrgmvgnqorfz and he is doing marvellous work there-
Re }‘;‘S{meg encouragement in his mission field-
} ev. ¥r. L. S Jackson M, A, L. Th. of London who
IlaS e:pbracgd the Syrian faith, is a greab help 0
Bial‘ Dionysius in his missionary activities. He is &
PIous man, scholar and g véry keen student Of

I{‘FUT.‘%}} baving translated seventeen Anaphoras
(Liturgies) into Enelish.

Even though there exists two parties in the
Orthodox Syrian Church there is no difference in
faith. It is likely that the two parties will be compro-
mised. Communicants of both partiesin Malankara
number about five lakhs, Besides the Catholicos,

the Orthodox Syrian Church has nine Metropolitans
400 priests and 5600 churches.

“\_-‘5_
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The present Catholicos of the Bast was installed
in 1929. He is very learned and extremely pious.
He has attended the World conference on Faith and
Order held in 1937 at Edinburgh where he created a
powerful impression. A Scottish Paper ‘I'he Daily
Record and Mail’ of 4th August 1937 writes thus on
the visit of Catholicos to Hdinburgh:— “H. H. the
Catholicos of the East, chief priest of the Orthodox:
Syrian: Church of Malabar, is the most notable
visitor to the World conference on Faith and Order.
Autograph hunters tumbled over each other yester—
day for the signature of Hdinburgh's most spectacular
visitor. Patriarchal and dignified he walked the
capital’s street beaming with kindness, a litfle per—
turbed that he seemed spectacular. He signed the
books, shook proferred hands, patted the: heads of

* children........ . The Catholicos is the mosb fascinabing

of all delegates to the World conference on Faith
and Order representative of all the churches of the
world.”

There are 27 High schools, 95 Middle schools
and over one hundred Primary schools for the church.
The Sunday school association, the Bethany ashram,
Servants of the Cross, the Martha Mariam
Samajam, the Mount Thabor ashram and convent,
Coimbatore Christa Sishya ashram, the HForeign
mission, the Immanuel Missionary Society, :ﬁha
Fraviperoor St. Thomas Hospital and the Syrian
Christian Congress are some of the important acti-

vities of the church.
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As already seen before, the Catholicate which
died out in Persia was re-established in Malankara in
1912 by the Canonical Patriarch Mar Abdul Messiah.
The rival and uncanonical Patriarch Mar Abdulla
who usurped the throne of ‘Antioch was against this

~ establishing of Catholicate and thereby granting

autonomy. The rival Patriarch excommunicated the
then DMalankara, Metropolitan thereby causing
litigations and so many compromise meefings were
conducted in vain. The young men of Malabar
called . together a general meeting under the
presidency of H. R. H. Prince Peter of Greece last
year. In the Prince's speech (seen elsewhere in
this book) he has made it clear that the acceptance
of Ca,tholicahe' 1s the only sure way for a compromise
and it is just and proper for the Patriarch to do so.
It is hoped that the Patriarch would grant autonomy
to the Indian church without bargaining for it. Christ
came not to be ministered unto but to minister. He
did ‘not found church to be ruled by others, but as
independent entities to do God’s will on earth. The
only connection between churches is that of gelf
forgetting service. The great among you must be
servant of all. Tf in this spirit Antioch can grant
autononry to the Indian church, she may be enabled
to do her work for the Indian republic for which she
has been preserved for the last twenty centuries.

There is no doubt that the Orthodox Syrian

Church of Malabar is one of the oldest churches in
Christendomn and the most ancient church in India.
She holds the apostolic faith of the undivided church.

Her Imperial Majesty Itegne Menen

Lmyress of Ethiopia,

o
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She maintains the Nicene oreed as first accepted and
has not introduced into it the addition of Filioque
clause. - She condemns the Monophysitism of
Tutyches and rejects the Diophysitism of Lieo in its
technical form and wording. Futyches held that the
hitman nature of our Liord was absorbed into the
divine nature and lost its special characteristics and
as such our Lord had only oné nature viz. the divine
natare,  Orthodox faith 18 that the two natures of
our Lord are inseparably united that the one is not
absorbed into the otber and lost. | Orthodox Syrians

" view the church as & divinely established body,

membsrship within which is necessary for salvation
and the Holy Scripture is the inspired Word of God,
besides laying great stress on the holy traditions.

In common With all ancient churches ‘she
keeps seven gacraments, prayer for the departed and
invoocation of saints. The Holy Rucharist is her
central act of worship of which she believes that it
is not only & gaorament but also a gacrifice. Besides
Wednesdays and Tridays she observes five seasons
of lent. She holds the Canon compiled by the Great
Maphrian Bar Hebraeus, the light of the Hast and
West. To the faith of the one Holy catholic and
apostolic Church in her undivided state she has not
added anything DOr has she taken away anything
from it, Thus she has presewed pure fo the present
day, the ancient faith of Christendom.



CHAPTER 7
¥ THE MALABAR CHRISTIAN COPPER PLATES.

Thomas of Cana who founded a city in Cranga-
nore for himself and for about 400 foreigners inclu=
ding Bishop Mar Joseph of Edessa, several priestS
and deacons, had obtained from Cheraman Perumal
the overlord of all Malabar, the famous copper plate
charters of 345 A.D, The Thomas Cana FPlates
(a set of two) are the earliest of the charters granted
to Malabar Christians, These two plates are noW
lost. But a copy of the inscriptious taken by Portu-
guese missionaries are kept in the British wuseud
An English rendering of this is given on P.60 of
Mackenzie's ‘Christianity.’

I. The Thomas Cana Plates.
(Abstract of contents)

345 A. D., according to Malabar tradition-
Donor. Cheraman Perumal, according to Malabar
tradition. Cocurangan, according to #
Portuguese version in a MS. volume in
the British museum, dated 1604 A. D.
Thomas Cananeo, a merchant prince.

Purport. 1) Thomas is given the title of Cocuranga?
Cananeo, which probably means the Cher?
Emperor’s merchant.

Date.

Donee.

* __.......-.. aesna :‘.. ..;.. vasttrentennan E =
F"_'e!!racucem from ‘Malabar Christians & their ancient
documents.”
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9) Heis given also the citj_f of Cranganore
and a jungle close by, which he'converts
into a town with a church and 62 houses.
3) Heis granted the priivilege of using
seven kinds of Musical 1nstru11‘1§:nts, a
palanquin or an eclephant as & vfﬂhl(ﬂe.
4) Digniby is con{erre('i upon h_lml- prg-
hably the title of Mapilla, son-in-law 1o
King. _ :
E_“)h)e Begdes, he and his postienby,uasso:
ciates and relations as well as tb‘_e f'o owei;
of his faith ze. all Malabar Chiistians 2
granted five kinds of taxes. -
Place. The document wWas eXEGI‘ltG(}, Wli‘l(:(:‘r) the
: King was 1 Carnellur. (Cranganore.

T1. Quilon Church Plates. (Fascicle 1)

The second seb of Plates W.e‘L‘G gl‘a.ntf:ld 1%]{;}1}1
880 by Quilon King Ayyan Adigal to Quilon

dox Church built by Sapir Iso. T'he??'wc‘;‘iiie t}?sg
plates in the 1st seb. The 1a,stnone 18 Il’nlt?t;- v;m I
first ene is in the Old Seminary, Jx_o .a,“ ‘1't r: 4
the 2nd one is with Mar Thoma Metropoliba

Poolatheen, Thiruvalla.

Dacel | Oires BB0MANDEIRE
i %fifi as the document says.

: .d which was roughly
D King of Vena 10
b ti?::&bhern portion of modern Travan—

core.

fifth year of Sthanu
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Donee,

Purport.

Place.

II1.

four pl
emin

The Tarisa, (Orthodox Christian) church
built at Quilon in Travancore by Sabriso,
Who refounded the city of Quilon in 825.
1) Four women of the Ilava caste
together with their eight children and one
family of the washerman caste are given
to the church for menial service,

2) These low caste people are exempted
from paying cerfain specified rates and
taxes, |

3) The church is made the custodian of
the steel yard and weights and the Kappan
(Stamp), all of which previously belonged
to the King of Venad.

4) The Ilavas and the people of washer-
man caste given to the church are allowed
to go 1nto the Quilon fort and the Christian
streets inspite of their being members of
two polluting castes.

5) The right of trying the cases of thesé
people is reserved for the Quilon church.

6) All these have been granted at the
mnstance of Sabriso,

Quilon in Travancore,

Quilon Church Plates. (Faseicle 2.)

In this second set of Quilon plates there were
ates out of which the 2nd & 3rd are in Old
ary and the last is in Poolatheen.

TSl

=

Date,

Donor.
Donees,

I

Purport.
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C. 880 A. D. later than the previous set of
plates. (set I.)
Ayyan, King of Venad.
a) The Quilon church (of set one).
b) The Quilon Jews (probably their
authorised leaders). '
¢) The Manigramam ze. the {Luphorlsed
leaders of the indigenous christians .of*
Quilon who had been then:e when Sfabrlso
came, some time before his refounding of
the city in A.D. 825. _
a) Grants to the church.
1) One family of carpenters, four Vellalas
(the agricultural caste of Sudras) an.d
two of another caste. (The plate is

damaged at this place.)
2) Extensive lands

boundaries.
3()) The right of trying the cases of the

people living in the above area.
4) Protection of the churo}n and lands by
Venad militia called the siX hundred and
the Jewish and Manigramam leaders.
5) Fee for weighing with the steel yard
weights of seb I. .

b) andRemuneration to the Jewish leaders.
1) Remission of certain dues as well ag
collection of certain others.

within  specified
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Place.

This is another co
nore christian named

¢) Remuneration to the
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2) The privilege of
on dutiable goods,
3) The right of co-
officials in fixing th
in all other businesg
bly commercial),
4) Sevent
secial), O
an eleph
cation ig

assessing customs duty

operating with Govt.
€ prices of goods and
of the King (presuma-

Y two other privileges (mostly
nly the privilege of bringing on
ant water for ceremonial purifi—
Specified. The rest are indicated

by an etcetera, AJl the seventy two must

have been alye
vious documen
at that time,
5) The privilege of keeping in custody
the daily collection of customs duty.

6) The richt of withholding the above
money and the weighing fee already
referred to [ (a), 51, until wrongs done
to them are redressed.
7) The right of trying their own cases,

8) The privilege of ocecupying the town
of Quilon as tenants.

ady enumerated in a pre-
t and therefore well known

Manigramam

leaders. The same ag that to the Jewish

leaders. [ (b), 1 to 8 ]
Quilon, as in the case of th

IV. Travi Korthan’s P]
pper plate giv
Irayi Korth

€ Previoug got,
abe,

en fo g Cranga-
a0 by Emperor

27
Copper Plate Grants,
[

1 istians
i i 1320. By this also chris !
ra Raghava in A, D. S o
z:}l{; gix?en certain rights and lelegeh. This is
stiall kept in the Old Seminary, Kottayam.

Daste.
Donor.
Donee.

Purport, 1) Travi Korth

Place,

" 9) Several social pri

1320 A. D. according to Kielhorn.

Vira Raghava Chagra.vm‘t;om AN
1 of Cranganore, '
ot 'J;{mtx:il'; the grandiose title ‘I‘}?e
%]L?eg ‘Einﬂ’s Great merchant supreme in

o]

e worida:n ig given the office gf
al -
Manicramam, Very proba‘lﬂg&uﬁge he
- of the Cranganore merc 5
S vileges also are allowed.

(See the privileges mentioned inthe pre-
ee o

E sots of p]ﬂateS)° .
;)IOI]]:; bﬁ'}s siven the monopoly of the over
16 15 5

trade.
d sea-borne : il
land an merchants and the fnm13 a.;‘tm:m
) tk(lgm.péut,er, blacksmith etc.
classes )

~ient to him. ‘ :
miie Sl'lbs:jiowed brokerage on all sorts 0
5) Hei1s:

* 1 .
o L

nd children and
: {ldren and gran a
6}:)1 ?:{IZesccl'];nd&nts can enjoy these as
thelr 2 :

hereditable possessiont:

re.
Crangano
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CHAPTER 8

PERSIAN CROSSES & MALABAR CHRISTIAN DYNASTY.

In 1547 g stone Cross was found ‘af Mylapore
in Madras while the R,

oman Christians (Portuguese)
were trying to build g church there. The cross
: iptions in Pallavi language
dnguage of Persia. Two other
ontaining  siinilay Inscriptions are
Kottayam in Valiapalli of which
than the other, One of them contains
iptions also in Estrangeli, Tt ig supposed
smaller as el as the older cross ab

Kottayam and the crosg af Mylapore belong to the
Tth or 8tk century A, D,
to the 10y ce

stong Crosses ¢
to be founq ab
one is older
yriac inser

ntury,
 The inscriptions on bhe cross at Mylapore are
variously tranglaeg, Dr. Burnell translated it as
fOHOWs:_.
Tn

Punishment by the cross (was) the suffe
of this o

0e; He who is true Christ and God a
and guide eyeyr pure.’

ring
bove

The Syriac 'inscription at the botto
ercross in Valiapalli is Galatiang V7] -
me not glory except in the Cross of
Jesus Christ,”

No records exist to te]] who gave these stone
tablets and from where they were Obtained, T4 ig
*pposed that some Persiap seulptor living pel'hap's

m of the
14, “Tat

128

and the other at Kottayam |

our [ord -
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C osses & Malﬂbaf Chl’lstlﬂn Dynasty
Iersmn T

. d they
inscribed them and bl
; must have 1nsc some pious
L Cr&t? iaéiozg these various Elaces szgw- how the
were ta : inscriptions Pirmaa
Christians. These Indian Church and L
: en the 11 centuries.
?gﬂetifiogul:ieé:eed to exist in the 8th & 9th
urch c

. Gouvea's

Malabar Chistian dynasty G cgn]gltrﬁl books hava

i her Portuguese &Nt - T AT

Joruadaé ati%:)tabout the powers O _
many details

Christians.

Says Gouve_a:_ rs and increases Wh;‘;gﬂgg;
e b fa‘t?;:;d the Ghr:ls“-la’mtyclzimed o
christians had Obtﬁltha-{; the christians who should
aindtspraadf:hf;zewes their own King,
élect among

: arts
govern them all, though sc:tf;?;ags and who should

. : es
subject; o so many d?;i;s them from thip‘:gle:tﬁir
defend them B fafidols; and SRR
and ty el hose as thelr firs the 6hri8tia.ns of
resolutions, they ct,'itle was King of were in this
Bahart‘.es, gicse for some years thiﬂ the death of
St. Thomas _Fmd distinet king, ulie upon the King
Power of having a o successor, whe ted came o in-
sty who e whow o Was oo the Kings of
OL Diamper wi

nds; a0 similar
%erit. his eSﬁ_Tf"éa a'k?j :; (ochin throagh &
lamper failed,

: fore, the
inodom; where TS,

: inherited the K108 jurisdiction and
adoption next lnglﬁlm to have m‘giﬁ;:n the other
kingg of Cocg?risti&”s I e
E_ght on thehoaﬂ lands they dwell,

Ings in w
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A .
dmiral Vascods, Gama came to Cochin in the 2nd

fleet, i
Ghl’isti;img};néefﬁ Portugal in the year 150y, the
that they asked lltltilrr?,ntoebmb&sisy oLch they’ said
under his protect; e pleased to acee m
and in tSkE:JOE?O&OH and the protection of Elti} tli:?na
the King of Porte vassalage they wished to give t;
garnished at th ugal, they sent him a red staff
€ ends with silver and h&viné " the

tOp hhree S:lver b
- 5 4 e],ls 1y
their kings whom the;r‘ ?1;0(;1 l::;:s”the sceptre used by

. Ihere w n
as no 'C., 1 ino
Ghrl;'tlﬂ;n }i'll'.'l.b in M&]&b&l‘ 1

1502 But a
; als - . 3
(Diamper) inp gce of his existed in Udayamperoor

years of the 164 orth Travancore during the early
that Fr, Tuis delscemmry' It is said in Jornada
Qight i alvado.r, a missionary, one of the
in 1501, wae ot o 0 Bod come with capt. Cabral
Mala,ba,;-, t;rri&dbanano_re and Cochin, preached in
of D (e lsome time at the court of the King
el v"aa._ca.nt'. palac? of the extinet (1-3rr1:1,st.v)h
) 1816 to St. Thomas at Mylapore a.;ad’
e 8 ambass?;dor bett_veen the Portuguese

es and the King of Vijayanagar. - Fr.nLuis

S8eems fo i i i
b D.have been killed in Vijayanagar about

-

CHAPTER 9

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS OF
SYRIAN CHRISTIANS BEFORE THE 16th CENTURY.

The Christians of Malabar were known as
Nazaranees in ancient days. These Nazaranees
considered themselves as belonging to the North and
South of Malabar with their respective centres ab
Cranganore and Kurakeni Kollum (Quilon). T.egal
documents of those days bear proof of this matter.
They referred about themselves in the ancient docu—
ments as belonging to the particular house and place
in which they lived. This gpecification originated
from either of these two tOWnDS according as they
belonged to the Northern or Southern parb of
Malabar.

Kings of Kerala conferred upon them high
honours and many titles. Being in influence at the
pa.'ia.ce'tbey wore greatly respected by the rest. In
the sphere of commerce 00, they dominated. Trade
was their main profession in life. Quilon, Cranganore
and Kayamkulam which were outstanding places in
trade in those days were their centres. The facilities
of the first two towns for water communication were
cleverly utilised and they traded with foreign
countries mainly in exporting pepper and amassed
much money to their credit. The illustrious social
life, the steady and speedy improvements of economic
conditions, helped these people to be masters of the
depressed classes around them. The christians settled
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dispﬁtes 2,mon
g the de o cdld
peace among them, pressed classes and maintained

(L 4
a0 al,]fa }:;112?2‘;5815- were trained at arms from the
Being w:el] tm-g 6 till they completed twenty five:
proud of ha.viumed at arms, the kings were always
e ehristiagn more christian subjects. These well
kings. So to t‘i]gere WoLECe of terror to the other
regards from the or,lhr m!er 1t brought respect and
of commanding er kingg along with the privilege
Their meritor?oi grea‘be}' number of christian sdldiers.
favour and a.dm-a: Services brought home to them
mark of g ration from their own king. As &
PPreciation titles such as ﬁappillai,

Panick

er, Ths

e 1 d.rrllift

christiang, fsan were bestowed upon certain

Chiefs
grante among these f i :
d seats of honour Pafarai kiﬁ;ourltes were

These mabt

from th Abters can aunthoritatively be e A
sixteeuttf (‘:g:smgs of the historian L&Croigabcl)?htﬁg
exercise absol ury. He says, “The Syrian Bishops
Spiritual u[f:‘ll{he powers on everybhing besides (fn
ecclegiastical ‘;; 'lhey_lu§ige cases ei?iher R
diotas, s w. ut not criminal ones ogeurip o Clvl c_).
cised a:nd es > &ndexc'luswe richt ang Priv'lb 1n thet
Since these UJ:?E:’ by th'e biShop OVer l;_ege exell
st juit)icre ers of the bishops ara A is people.
ges had only 0 hegr oy ‘_Spt;ted non-
: 'iminal cases O

the people have 10 addition :
5 & to the
are few. .. . 0 pay. ordinary tax

TEaByban
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........ Priests are married and monks and nuns
are seldom found. Christians always g0 out armed
with guns, spears ete. without any restriction what-
soever,  Military training Wwas compulsory for
youngsters and in general they were experts In
h_uﬂt'mg and excelled both in forests as well as battle
fields. Since these people were noted for their gallan-
try, honesty, loyalty and other noble traits of chara-
cter, kings always sought their favours and in refurn
liberally helped them. On credit of their merit the
christian subjects were a source of surety to the king
at peace and war and earned him respect from other
rulers, Such honours, allowed only to ambassadors
as riding on elephant and sitting on carpeb in the
presence of king were given them. Cheraman
Pernmal emperor of Malabar granted them POWEIs
which were notieven conferred upon his Nair subjects.
Christians were respected next to Brahmins. They
rule the lower castes guch as mazons, gmiths eftc.
Under the christians the cocoanut cultivators
orcanise themselves. These cultivators submit their
cowplaints if any before their christian lords who
seek for them remedy and redress either severally or
jointly. Among themselves the christians were well
organised internally and externally. If any one dared
to interfere with their privileges they fight for it
collectively. If a lower caste assaulted a christian he
will be killed or punished by forcing him to make
offerings to the church. Out of superiority complex
and earnestness of the christians to maintain the
high heritage they never mingle with the low class

N
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People or even touch them.
warriors of Keral
always keenly in

Nairs, the reputed
a also admire the christians and are
terested in their alliance. In courts
too christians have privileges equal to an ambassador
and as such they can ride o elephant or be seated
with the king on the State Dais, Once the king of
Pal-'ur granted these privileges to Nairs also, upon
which christians wers infuriated and so the king was
fOI'(.?Bd to wibhd_ra.w the new privi]eges gmnted to
Na.l_rs.as he could not afforq the displeasure of the
christians.”  Such was the mighty heritage of the

christians of anocjent days and this we can under—
stand from the Pages of history. _

CHAPTER 10
MAVELIKARA PADYOLA,

Agreemenf made in the jfmrelikam Synod
presided over by Mar Dionysius of Cheppad
m the year 1836 A. D,

“In the name of Father, Son and Holy Ghotg
bhe_one true God, this Pudyola (agresment) is drawn
UP In the year of our Tiord 1836 corresponding to 5t
Makaram 1011 at the church dedicated tq the
virgin Mother of our Lord, at Mavelikars, between
Mar Dionysius Metropolitan of the Jacobite (Ortho-
dox) Syrian Church of Malabar, Subgjot to the supres
macy of Mar Ignatiug Patriarch ‘the F thsupmf
Fathers and the chief of chiefs 1':1]{ G
St. Peter of Antioch the mothey - the throne of
, Other of g churches, and

L
=Lty n-—p.—_.‘w—xﬂ
P !

Vi
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Mavelikara Padyola,

his successor Mar Kurilos and the Vicars, D;leStsn&arﬁ
parishioners of Ankamali and other churches
the charge of the said Metropolitan.

That where as an interview held o K?ttayaom}
between the Rf Rev. Daniel, Lorrt.i! I-B:(lrsq;zplasb
Caloutta and the Metropolitan, in 'V lt-sisiilxlan(ch&ngﬁf;
16 was proposed by the former that A e
should be introduced in the liturgies o Ostat'.ed in
St our Byrian, Chinrehand ymhoieis igs At e
teply that a conference of a.l.l the churc la,tion made
held on the subject and its determin bject to the
known, we the Jacobite Syrians be}ﬂi ElJEd]obsal'*«'inﬂf
supremacy of the Patriarch of {kumoﬂv a{nstibuted b;
as we do, the liturgies and ordmanféea nnot deviate
the prelates sent under his command, Gc? maintain &
from such liturgies and ordinances wgf one persu-—
discipline contrary thereto, and a‘m?,n nd admonish
asion being not authorised to preac d{'llff Pt
in the church of another fo}iofwng a ;hereres pectivtl
asion without the permission of eto bg S
Patriarchs, we cannot permit t}fle sama e
against us, and our churches being bml;‘) ty 'Bh a0
ti?e prelates sent under the order of the 'a.hriﬂalg i
on the wishes of the people of each paris a;lq R
mented by their money, and as the accoun d e
annual income aceruing to our Chutches ntu erw -
head of voluntary cOfﬂtrﬂ.);tL%ntSD%Eit;?sﬁ);,isais the
required by the rules, furnished .
cu?s;lom inythe churches of Antioch as “?ell a?olllgwf::;
churches of this and other countries
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different persuasions we are without the power and
feel disinclined to follow and cause to be followed &
different procedure from the above,

That the Honoura
taken a loan of 3000 star
Mar Dionysius who die
for the same,
fallen in arrear

ble Col. Macaulay having
pagodas from (Valia) greal
d in 983, gave him a bond
The interest on the amount having
A 8, Mar Dionysius Metropolitan WhO
died in 992 made 5 representation to Col, Munro and
received the interest with which he (DionysiUS)
built the Seminary at Kottayam. Having also
collected at the Seminary the money brought by the
prelates that had come here from Antioch and the
Property left by the late bishops of the Pakalomatom
family, Mar Dionysius laid out portion of this
together with the donation made by His Highness
the Maharaja on behals of the Syrian Christian
youths on Kanom and therewith met the expense Of
their education, The Reverend missionaries who
have come down to Kottayam in their profuse bene-
volence taught the youths at the Seminary English
and other languages, protected our children like
loving fathers, caused books to be printed for the
benefit of all classes, rendered all necessary help in
maintaining the prevailing discipline of the Syrian
church, caused the annual interest dqy
on the receipt of the Metropol

dence over the affairs of the Seminary, and caused
1 1 H

ordinations fo be made agreeape t0 the request of

the people and the poywer of the prelates While

. 8 fo be drawn
fan, hag superinten-

Reunion of Churches. 32

:piee o8 TR
affairs were being thus conducted the tmésoiggﬁs;:fg
fook to managing the Seminary mtgo:ll the interest
the Metropolitan, themselves expen : of the Metro—
el el Gy O e reqeistruct\ed in the
politan, dispersed .the dei.L.C‘Oﬂ_S 1(‘) S position’ 0 the
Seminary, conducted affairs o -!ted dissensions
discipline of the church and ocrea sioned much
amongst us, all of which have occa"e do (would)
sorrow and vexation. For this 1:easoﬂt}‘mr than the
not follow any faith or tf?acmn.g- EChrisbia.ns, to
Orthodox faith of the Jacobite S)-n;:\fon through the
the end, that we My (;})ji:nmfgl::e; blessed mother
oL Gt e vedrasou of all complaiut nd. Ehiongl
the pr:Lyel'S of all gaints, Witness ad )

Holy Ghost. Awmen.”

CHAPTER 11
REUNION OF CHURCHES.

Tatract of the speecl of His Gracezz. :

Mar Theodosius on reunion of Churches, .d:Z erec
in the Amsterdam conference held during thz ;
fo-rltn.*i.th between 29nd Aug. and 4th Sept. 1948.

\ g ‘vine institution founded by
-ch is a divine 108 _
b r[‘}]lfésc;lil;fil is from above aT{d not -ho?? b];l;);v:
A:: %.uch :1{3 18 :lotu o, man-made thing. It 1s:t hiwe 3{
of dhrisb the Bride of Christ and the store hous
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bruth and grace. It is a visible Society and incor—
poration into it through Baptism and membershiP
thereof is very essential to salvation, Being a divine
institution itg system of administration is also
divinely established, Tn. other words it is chiefly
hierarchical or episcopal,  This is being done
through the ministry which is a divine gift to the
Church in itg thres fold form, Episcopacy is nob 2
[ere ornament or appendage to the Church, It i8
f‘he Very core or essence of the Church, Where there
8 10 valid ministry or apostolic succession there can-
not be any valid sacraments which are instituted by
Christ as the visible means for conveying invisible
grace. The sacraments are seven in number, Confor-
mity to the historic Episcopate is inevitable and
essential to the very life, existence and continnity of
the Church, Tn this sense St. Ignatius says ‘where
bhere is the bishop there is the church’ and so forth.

AS against this the Protestant, chiefly the non-
opiscopal and non-confirmist contention has the
following form. They mainly follow the Calvinistic
line and teaching. Salvation is attained through
faith in the death and atonement of Christ, The
Church real is an invisible society composed of the
elect. “For the membership in the Church baptism
is not essential,  Sacraments are non-essential for
salvation. Episcopacy is a myth, Every layman
15 a sharer in the Divine Kingship ang prisst-hotd
the sacraments, the Word and

sonal devotion

very man,
petent minigger of

Evangelisy and per,

Reunion of Churches. s
to our Liord are the only things Eg‘zt dirggzilt;-
Emphasis on doctrines only separates f faith and
Christian denominations. IrreSpBGtwi ?)n ‘cardina.l
even without baptism and {?greeme’ﬂChmch should
doctrinal points, every member of an}Altm‘% or Holy
be free to communicate froln,the- ar ulnentz goes
Tables of other communions. rh?gi : inreea.ble or
on in this strain which 18 13&1 5;10 :oncepﬁions
palatable to the Orthodox and "a—“’{i,uy. :

of the Church, sacraments and min

.

i Doctrinal
1 - sists on Theological and .
Z?:lt]:;ee;jz;et i:jt?;v;gf: the unitinp;} 01111 &rzﬁzimbizfgrarrz ez
[=) ! . 1 : :
e e e This s 1 upoarad by
are per {a S \ng
all hhe_ Or.hhodosil‘fzzll?‘{‘-hi a(,]?i into _the teacfgu}gssﬁ
R mFEll;l}i‘e;-s of the Ante~N1.cene an dir (;B_.
bb? 2 i 3 ill convince us of this truth. e :
R lore you to read or study the e?rg
Sy Hqri']epéloma by the Pioneers of the Ox o{;
e 3»:0‘;'(;833_ Keble, Pussey, Newman, Frou' e,
mmremeﬂd others — when they attempted to rev%v}z
e lic faith in the Church of England whgc
;-Jbe Oﬂﬁ:g ;5 be tampered with during the Reformation
appen

eriod i gury.

eriod in the 16th cen |
P the Orthodox visualise when they sfpea,j;
£ w't:)? of churches is not the absorption of one
of reuni

hl ]d b 'b lIl' i i bub
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doctri
inal agreement. This Roman Catholic method

of effecting reunion i
B 10N L
T is technically called the way of

Hach of o
preserve all thlz::;eill Futflng churches can and ought £0
at 18 1mportant in its traditions owile

absolutely accepti

eptmg the -3 eis

OE EE pressed in the teg doctrinal posiions implied
0 e church .

we can all meet Ehm 18 the common platform where
bufitie its mits t'oge'ﬁhel‘, each communion contri-
Chritin herita,ug bh:} hf_ullness and richness of our
by the Orthodox c is way which is advocated

hurches is technically called

th
€ Way of comprehension.

When i
the non-episcopalians and the non-

confirmists dj
s discuss
ss aborv :
what they have about the reunion of churches

8 mostly : . .
of communion y in mind is a loose federation

s of .

S?rb‘ of common fa.ctglsl;mhes as they are, based on &
0 4 greeme :

Intercommunion Wi?h Flbs adithe mestoXatigh
T no reference what-so-ever
called the w atth or Doctrine. This is techni-
nething'y h‘“J’ of undenominationalism. This
dread. To 'i—,li ich the Orthodox and the Catholi
PR jem intercommunion is not the Start_ics
ST a scheme of reunion but the focug 'ng
i lon based on doctrinal agreement; !
s never have open communion gg 8. They
everrb?:i)t even dream of inviting 4 sehand
Our} udy bo participate in the Bodé Ry body and
our Lord, Such things to the Y and Blood of
in their view: will prov N are sacrileo
St prove an hj gious and

ion of churches for whi

to agreements
call ¥y

18 801

chings of the undivided faith =
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_ To the Orthodox and fo the Non-Roman Catho-
lis the reunion of churches and the prayer of our
Lord regarding the same would remain anfulfilled so
long as the Roman (atholic Church also does not
come in ab some stage Or other. They aré the largest
christian body in the world,  Perhaps in the pro-
vidence of God a time may come when they would
feel not inclined to impose Upon other churches as
doctrines for salvation certain special dogmas which
they have framed infallibility, supremacy, etc. in the
Nationn councillof 1808 That would be the day for
reunion with them.

Any one loving
and pray for the ret

our Lord can hardly fail to long
nion of churches. We should
see that we do all we oan to help the fulfilment of
the high-priestly prayer of our Liord. Bub the diﬁieul'ﬁy
ariges when we comeé face to face with the different
Orthodox or (latholic and Protestant conceptions of
the reunion of churches. The Orthodox and the Non-
Roman -Catholic view of the reunion of churches
is that there cannob be and ought_ndt to be any Yé—
anion of churches excopt on the bagis of uniby in
Faith, doctrine, gacraments, orders and worship. The
Lambeth Q_nadrilnteml of 1930 largely approaches
this ideal. In this the Anglican minimum bagis for
yeunion has been put out as the acceptance by
the uniting churches of the Bible, the Oreed, the

Sacraments and the orders.

The Orthodox all through have maintained the
faith once delivered to the gaints without adding to as
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in Romanism oy droppin .
Protestantism the original
fa1tl-1 ebymologically means the gop
straight faith, the unadultergted faith

ﬁox, hfel f?;n(:] death in the eorrect faith is inseparable
of the churcct}fb ?}hac_cflpta,nqe of the undivided faith
the reunion of bh 2 ll.l'educ%ble Minimum basis for
codified, eXplaicnelzllcg'S;'osTsls 21th has beon deftoecy
ggtéga;egicu‘.l co_unciis of th{; é}i?:?cﬁaug}znm bEie (-(31:11':)};
ﬁemporai:l,';ezgllonnshlgnormg bhese trughg w)irli 03?1}’ be
separation l::etw b eVen.t}m“y widen the oulf of
nATIOWing the e:u the uniting churches instead of
arbitrary op .-?‘I}le' There ought not to be an

Y or artificig] Scheme oy effort for reunion.

bo failure, Tf we
e shall eternally pe thrown out
astern and finally
T-Yha.t the Orthodox
lting from unity in
» Orders anq worship:
ha-sxs for reunion from
€ acceptance by the
Y he undivideq Faith of the
Hagg and West in the

g out from ags in extreme

rect faith, fhe
To the Qrtho-

Any short cut metpeq ;
ever attempteq it W
from the pale of Qp
Catholic christendq
visualise is gp Organi
Faith, doctrines,

heritage, The Orthodox .

CHAPTER 12

GREER OHURCH & MALANKARA CHURCH,

Extract of the speech delivered by
H. R. H. Prince Peter of Greece on the
16t1 Oet., 1949 at the public meeting held at Kottayam
under the auspices of the Malabar

' Jacobite (Orthodox Syrian Christian) Peace league.

Affairs of Malankara Church. -

Before T came here, I knew that there were
ancient Christians here, bub like many people un-
acquainted with them. I had a great desire to know
them and it may have been a foreboding to help you
in your difficulties. Six months ago I got to know
you. I found you are true christians in the oldest
and purest traditions of Christianity., I have been
greatly impressed by the hallowed atmosphere which
exists in your churches, I marvel that after so
many centuries and tribulations suffered, you have
succeeded in remaining thus. Now going deep in-
to the affairs of Christianity here T find that you
have your difficulties, that you are afflicted by dissen-
sions and that many of you are worried and suffer
@xtremely from this state of affairs. Bub at the same
time ag T find afflictions I note a strong desire to end
your froubles and restore harmony in the church.

'his seems to be a sign that God’s ways are not ours
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and that a great hope exists that the church is going
through these trials to a more byilliant future. It 1S
possible that this trial is necessary for the church, for
1t to blossom forth eventually much stronger. Tor,
it seems to me that this suffering shows that things
are rather this way. I wonlq be much less hopeful,
should I find indifference to this state of affairs. For
1t is indifference which kills faith and not strife. BY
what I have heard anq read, these trials began only
when I was four years old - 36 years ago. "It began
with Patriarch Abdulla’s éXcommunication of Mar
Dionysius anq Patriarch Abduy] Messiah’s establish—

ment of the ancient Catholicate in the person of

Mar Ivanios of Kandanad, My impression is that,
then you were victims of vepercussions of interior
dissensions in Syria.  But o 'state of afiairs was
Created which hag leq to the present troubles,

I do noet think that there is any cause to be un-
duly alarmed by these troubles, Some of you I have
noted, appear to thinls thas perhaps you, here are
ILOYe froubled than in other parts, where as visitors
of this country like myself are struck how tolerant
the country India is in matters of religion, moye S0

€an say that any other in the world, Some of you
also seem o think that the strife is over details of

0o importance. But T sincerely dg N0t think this is
the case, Your problems are gop

say there is a reasonable resemh

; ) £ _ lance tq those with
which since time lmmemoyja] '

have . plagued our

Greek Orthodox Church also,

Their Majestics King Paul I & Queen Frederika of the Hellenes,
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Affairs of Greek Church.

2l %{milar troubles aitlicted our churches at the
b Y birth of Christianity in the first centuries of our

& when the Bysantine empire ruled from Constanti-
DOp}e, extended to Non - Greek countries such a3
tsyna,, Arabia, Egypt, Abyssinia, Western Persia and
‘0 the borders of Armenia. Nationalist wovements
In thege areas against the Greek authority took the
forms of Nestorianism in Persia and Monophysitism
in Egypt, Syria, Armenia and Abyssinia. We Greeks
lost our holds on all these Christians, because we
made the mistake to try to rule autooratically from
the centre, It has even been said that if Islam was
able to gain supremacy, it was because of the quarrel
between the Syrian and Greek Christians. The same
happened later in the eleventh century when the
Roman Catholics broke with us. Since then we have
learnt and bave never attempted again fo impose
ourselves in that way.

Today we are a decentralised church under the
spiritual  supremacy of ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople. We have today twelve autocephalic
and fonr autonomous churches.  Hirst they are the

' five historical churches of Jerusalem, Cyprus

Alexandria, Antioch and Constantinople in that
historical sequence of seniority. Then comes Serbia
( Yugoslavia ), Russia, Greece, . Rumania, Poland,
Albania and Bulgaria. Last seven wera granted
autocephalay by the Patriarch of Constantinople by
What is called Tomes ( Decree ). In addition
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lf;gu:heset twel?e autocephalic churches we have
fon autonomous churches which ars Finland
: stonia, _Czechoslovokia, Lativia, In botﬁ bhesi;
hig;s O(iafd ézg?gendfhnt churches there is a common
€S the nature of which i i
: ch is subject to
c;;mgol of the Pﬁat_narch of Constantino lesu ];ecﬁ in
ofabi:lfzpd 2.&1n1n1strabion, including thpe ‘Ordi;.tion
8, these churcheg i :
R are Internally i e
el 1nspite of these flexibility of nrgaﬁiigfol::deite
: . 10 our church; ol
10 ;ZOE ;frorn .1838 to 1850 for the Ghu;‘cfk?r ;n(?}tangz
ke z::;c:gmse{fl as autocephalic. The 2 £ rifaon
; ireek I\'amonal church was th S
Y a synod subj ‘ g

e rece(;t to the S?a,te. The Patriarch how-
. -o0BTISe the situation and declared the

The

arded a d]s:g]?ch attended the funeral
ment where upon g fz‘:;)lt:rblz?the Greek Grovern—
created, Neootint: ' abie  atmo 7.5
i tEZOL:zm-DS Were resumed andslzzzr;mgcﬂ;
].’-atris‘a;rchml ‘@"- umh. of Greeco wag re i
Patriarchal decre, el scognised by
aiiiculties of this nat urch of Gireece has had

Ure, vou wi
much_ more natura) it ; 3 Vill understand how

and was aw

LT
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recently dispelled in 1945. It lasted from 1870
S years).

Independence to be granted to Malankara.

The existence of the Catholicos in Malabar is
41 expression of Malankara Nationalism. This fa.c!z
S irrespective of the legal aspect of the guestion.
il'he remedy therefore for the present state of affairs
18 in my opinion to recognise this fact. Tbe_ guicker
i is recoonised by’ the competenb authorities the
earlier will your troubles end. We in the Greek
Church have found that the granting of independence
to our vyarious autocephalic churches_has rather
strengthened than anything else our ancient chureh,
The acquisition of flexibility has made us more
immune from such troubles that are today plaguing
you. Why should not your ancient c_hurch learn
from these experiences of ours? It is usual for
Constantinople to grant autocephalay to Greek
Orthodox Churches existing in politically sovereign
countries. Now that India has attained independent
ctatus it seems to me all the more logical that a

similar way of solving your church matters ba

adopfied.

I hope what knowledge gleaned from oubside can
b of some assigtance to you orat least bring you
some congolation in your plight. You will perhaps
have been made to realise that you do not stand

alone faced with such problems. Oi;_bers have ex—
pevienced them in the course of time and their
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g

solution has never proved unattainable, It is for God
to show the right path in this matter and I pray thab
He lighten it for us for the glory of your ancient
church and for His Kingdom on earth especially for
you my brethren in this distant corner of our world.

The wnformations given below do not include 17

the above speech, but they are gathered from other
sources.

The church of Greece from the point of out—
ward organisation consists of sixty seven dioceses-
Though it is autocephalous it has the Patriarch of
Constantinople as its ecumenical head. The
Brother-hood of ‘Zoe’ renders much service to the
church of Greece. Itisa group of very pious and
ascetic clergy and laymen who live under the

gpiritual guidance of the Archima,

Papakostas who is a priest of great erudition and

unique virtue, Alj its members, whether clerical OF
lay, are celibate and live together in their own
building praying, fasting, preaching, confessing the
people and at the same time editing religious,
moral, edifying books and theiy magazine ‘Zoe' has
many more subscribers and reageyg than any other
IAgazIne or newspaper in Gregge,

It is seen that Apog

tolo : aek
philosopher and sai i Makrakis a Gr

ndrite Seraphin®

Their Royal Highnesses Prince Petzr & Princess Irene of Greece.
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Constant;

of ASH? U.Fln()p]e when he was the Greek Metropolitan

ful to erica. Certainly Makrakis’ books are very use-

and P i5"‘3;1(1}'_Clrlahodorez faith and Messrs K. Andronis
. Vassilakos of Chicago have to be congratulated

for ;
the paing they are taking to publish them.

Now it is worthy of note that . M. the King

f?’;l of Greece is & firm supporter of the church. His
Q%SFS“‘Y gave a hearty yeception in the palace on
i Sept. 1948 to the Most Rev. Mar Theodosius
and Rey, Fr, K. Philipose, B.A. o1 their return from
Awsterdam conference. | His Majesty 18 very pious
hurch affairs as well as
state affairs. Church in Greece is the full expression
of Greel life. The church has been doing good work
and it is thriving well under the Zoe movement
which is supported by, the Arch Bishop. It was with
great enthusiasm that His Majesty heard from fthe
guests apout the Syrian Church. The Syrian delegates
were very much attracted by the cordial recepfion
they were given in Greece. The people of Greece have
greab veneration for their gracious King and Queen
as they are always looking after the welfara of their

gubjects.



CHAPTER 13

THE A}\TOIENT CATHEDRAL CHURCH AT OHEPPAD
AND THE SYRIAN' OHRISTTAN CONGRESS.
1440, I&Ef};g{gf the speech delivered on the
meez’.-z":ju' :9:) ﬁby e author at the 50¢h annual
F{eﬂ(é JEl f the Syrian Christian Congress
at Cheppad, Travancore, §. T g
y» S, India.

Ancient Cheppad Church.

Ug to A, f
Pallipad, Ranoy 200 the Christians of Gheppads
been the member] 1[ Y> Karuvatta and Karichal had
to attend Service; (t)h Haripad Church ana they used
p of th ere.  But about the year 1300
© Karthicapajly King and Kanjoor

Valiathan the Cp;
hief \ 3
00 oAt tiyp Drese’ntoff Cheppad, the church which

unbuily and wih {arlpa(-] hospital site had been
churches werg e 10 materials of this church, W0
at Cheppad, Thee(]?ne at Kal‘thicnpally and other
near g deep tapj K ?{‘pr‘%d Church wasg first builb
called Kuzhiamk : Uéhla,mkula,tn and hence it was
church on the b; 31:323.1'3 Ohurchd meaning thereby
hisboriau 1'efers to t]nh of & de@p t&llk. GOEVB&, the
describes aboyg, th 1S ehurch in that name when be
five yeary eXiStenz Synod of Diamper. After four of
bank it wag ahiftede of the church on the bank of the

tO Ya'u‘dfs north east of the old site.
y Eghzﬁlﬂgs on tl{le walls of the Hol¥
© antiquity of the chureh-

The ancigp
Holies testif
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Archaeologists have remarked fhat these paintings
were drawn much earlier than the coming of Portu—
ouese in Travancore. These pictures according to
tradition were drawn at least six hundred years ago.
The magazines such as ‘Information and Listener” of
Travancore Grovernment, and the ‘Ancient Christian
Fellowship Review’ of Los Angeles, America have
published the photos of this church and arficles on
its antiquity and mural paintings.

Annunciation to the Holy Virgin, meebing of
the blessed Mother with BElizabeth, the journey of
St. Mary to Bethlehem with St. Joseph, birth of our
Lord, coming of the wise men from the Hast, Simon
the old man taking in his arms the infant Jesus in the
ternple of J erusalem, the baptism of our Lord, trans-
figuration, several scenes of crucifixion, pictures of
the apostles, garden of Fden and the scene of
Jehovah appearing to Moses in the burning bush
are depicted clearly on the walls of the Holy of
Holies. Representatives of the famous National
Geographic Society of America, have visited this
church and taken photos of these mural paintings to
be published in their magazine, During the re-
construction of this impaired ancient church which is
to take place soon, these paintings may be destroyed.
Then these photos will be of great help. ~ As advised
by American experts we are hoping to manage the
Yeconstruction in such a way that we may preserve
the paintings if possible.
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Cheppad Mar Dionysius.

When any Syrian Christian hears the name
Cheppad, the first thought that comes to the

mind will be about His Grace Metropolitan Mar
1ot widely known as
and how courageously
of the church from the

to how much sacrifices he made
he fought to keep up the faith
time he was consecrated as bishop in 1825 to his
death in 1855. The dead body of this holy man
has been entombed in the Holy of Holies of this
parish church. In 1600, when Arch Bishop Menazes
with the help of the

: _ Government, tried to converb
the Syrians into the Rom

an Catholie fold, he entered
into this church also ang destroyed numerogug Syriac
literature and put up idols, and subjigated the
parishioners. But in 1653 when our forefathers
threw away the Roman yoke by the famous*‘Coonan
Cross oath’ this church also turned to thq original
Orthodox faith,

In the beginning of the 19th century the Syrian
church became conneected

1 : with  the C. M. 8
missionaries, Our forefathers

operate with them on the yp¢
would not inter

2 s SSi,Ona'tiBS Wers even allowed to teach
in the Syrian Sf,:l'm-nary, But gradually they began,
%0 com.pel tsl.m Syrians to change thejy 'fa.-ith. Since

Ancient Orthodox Syrian Church, Cheppadv.Tf'a"a_-”Gmf' S. India.
Thij f; ving seriously cracked wn many places, this ancient Clur
walls having ¢

)
)

has to be

h

v
i

(The
reconstructed soon.

Donations towards its reconstruction will gratefully be accepted,)
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for h
Consg;?fiz{,mon- of faith without caring for the
letters iy, thbs, his name has to be depicted in golden
of the rg © Syrl.a,n Church history. In a meeting

{We]ik‘mesentatwes of the Syrian Chu'rch held at
M ara ._un@er the leadership -of His Grace in
cation Y 185_6, it was decided to discard the modifi-
o s of faith the missionaries introduced. By this
e vas put to much troubles at fhe hands E_)f
Qr sionaries.  Historians have recorded thab His
; race was pious innocent and very zealous in the
alth of his church.

The two storied buildings in the premises of the
local church were built by him one and a quarter
Centurjes ago and yet they have got all the comforts
and conveniences of the present day. In connection
With the centenary celebrations of His Grace's death
anniversary which is to take place in 1955 we hope
to do the consecration service of the new would be
Yeconstructed church. On that occasion we have an
idea to publish his life history. Now, when various
faiths are confronting the church, may his example
inspire each one of us. It 1s most fitting that this
Jubilee conference is conducted in the premises of
the resting place of the relics of this holy man.

History of the Syrian Christian Congress.

‘Phis congress was started with the name ‘Maha
Jena Sabha' by His Grace Pulikot Mar Dionysiug
Vattaseril Malpan, Varughese

etropolitan,
In the beginning if

Mappillai and E. M, Philipose.
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was an association of those who knew English, Some-
where near the beginning iself, it was co:weri-ied info
an assoclation of all the Syrian Churistians énd nob
only those who knew English.  Tn 1902 when this
f‘i§j:)(21§,tlon was reformed Pulikottn Mar Dionysius
-axlaé inVp%{t;:nlﬁgfi Ehp dl?""-‘i&n bishops sub-patrons,
the president. T}n a0 Vattaseril Gevarughese was
ciation in ] 9 07 i:} ?]rjmversar)f meeting of the asso0”
grand function, g 'e‘ Qld _Sezuinary was a very
B YR G-e\'a-runhe\:r‘m\g[m o meeting that Reve
In the anniversmrb' n. &y A, was awarded a medal-

Y meeting held in 1909 ot Kunnam-

knlam My, | 3 T
L. 4y, _"I_ - 3 :
decoration, Fhilipose Wwas honoured with &

Following e,
there arose é?snn ?39 VISIE of Patriarch Mar Abdulla
putes m.tzhe church and so the activities

it eontinye - ooS0Clation wag yeoyoanised an
N“"'ﬁll:;il:;ifj:i) 500”11?- R Again in b}rc;misnbh of
Ie-established ip n[-,hhe Parumglg, festival day it wa®
Christian © name of Malankara Syrial
i Aftfﬂ' this the Oongre.ss is
to get 1511;3 5 }'he Syrian Ghurqh ig for<
dent gng :\&,1934? orator *Mr. P. JacoD
€ secretary oflthr. treorge Vallakalil, B. A'_’
P the responsibilit © congress, The congres?
@ patients of th l %t‘o give a grand tea-party b0
*Mr. Ta et e ..._.E_j.________u_mua‘d leprosy hospital 01?_'
M.A. B < Urien is dead andlnmqg ol
X been elactaqd as ‘p

of the association

'Y Vigorougly
AL ugh y

Ten as pregi
B. L, ag ty
took q
all th

tunate enq

lace Dr.C, T. Eape®
resident,

Ph. D hag

*.k
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the lagt Christmas day. If has also made arrange-
ments to see to the religious needs of the Syrian
patients and is giving them clothes, foot-wears etc.
Such deeds are really praiseworthy and deserve
encouragement. :

Sense of duty of Christians.

1e congress has no political in-
he broad minded authorities
India into a country

It is true thab tt
terest or programme. ZIEl :
of today are trying to develop
tli::;)i;:i: il)femt}c; all the religions. But we kuo?;r t_;hr-l.t
a good many people are aiming o chang? I-frldw. 11'1;{1
a purely Hindu country. So the Christians who
form a minority here should behave cautiously imd
intellicently. It ds the dl:tty of tbe B‘II&I-EIDLELI:&
Christ:_i):ms to lead the Indian Christians 1in t}lls
matter. We want the friendship of'the community
which form the majority here. We do not intend to
be at variance with thein.

We should attempt to raise our sense of duty
and thus revive their sense of justice. In this
connection, I wish toputin a word about the diffi-
culty in the construction of churches. The right of
q citizen to profess, practise and propagate any
velicion he likes, is the basic principle of the Indian
Oo:;stitutiun. Tn the light of this vight we ought to
examine the justice of the laws of the Travancore-
Cochin Government in preventing the construction
of churches, [Leaving aside the justice part of i,
&ven if we consider the religious aspect, how can
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any one oppose the construction of new buildings
to worship God? How can it offeng any one? What
ever the case of cemeteries he, no one can oppose the
building of churches, The matter has to be consulted
with the leaders of other communities who have got
sense of justice, Wa hope the Syrian Congress will
give a good and appropriate lead in all these matters:

CHAPTER 14
MESSAGES m0o THE CONGRESS.

The following aye some of the messages
recewved by the authoy i the capacit
Reception commit
Syrian Christian Congy

Yy of the
tee Prasident of the

\ satisfaction T
Jubiles meeting of the Mal

o 1 1 's,
tian Congress wil] b h ankara Syrian Chri

at Cheppad on May In the parish church

l4th. 14 g particularly

ble with the hope that an

:ndblm;.y s PUE o he disputes wEich have
ég?lrcﬁil &%([]3 d“-nded fhe Orthodox Syrian
AL €re is ope Lord, one Faith, one
a.p. 1810, 0ne God ang Hather of all, 1t is of
particular Importancq bhat Christiang of all

have heard that the

His Excellency A
The Hthiopwal

Dr. Ato Em

b

manue
assador o

Abraham:
Tndia.




Messages to the Congress. 57

E?S:i,?f should stand together, and I am glad
e his opportunity of expressing my sabis-
ion at the bonds of brotherly christian Sym=
p%l]}’ which bind together members of the
Syrian Orthodox and Anglican traditions.

I pray Almighty
and ever to pour upon your church the riches
of His Grace, both in its own ecclesiastical life
and in its spiritual labours on behalf of the
people of India. (Geoffrey Cantuar.)

Rt. Rev; Theophilos,
I am glad to hea

ration of the Malan
oress Jubilee meeting.

to express my sincere goo

Bishop of Harar, Ethiopia:-

+ of the forthcoming inaugu-

kara Syrian Christian Con-

T take this opportunity

d wishes for its success.
(Theophilos.)

Private Secretary to H. M. the King of England,

Buckingham Palace, London:-

The Private Secretary begs to acknowledge
Dr. Daniel’'s letter of March 28rd, which has
been laid before the King. His Majesty was in-
torested to hear of the celebrations to be held in
the parish church at Cheppad, but regrets that
he cannof, 10 accordance with his rule in such
matbers, send a special message for this occasion,

H. E. The Ethiopian Ambassa
1 thank you for your I
Jast, On the oocasion Of the

dor in India:-
etter of the 26th April
Jubilee celebrations

God to bless your Congress -
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of the Syrian Christian Congress commencing
on the 14th May 1950, T W(;lld request you %
convey to H. H. the Catholicos, the Bishop?
and all the members of the congres,s the greeting®
and best “_'isbes of the people of El‘-higpiﬂ* )
of myself; and our sincere hope that the
richest blessings of oy Great God and Of
our LOPd Jesus Christ who is the ho ;Of bLS
wo;:ld will rest on youy church and eoﬂgff‘ss‘
midlsit?l?)Tl{hi?g;fga;'liicinability to be in yout
earlier, and to convay

: t ey the
greebings of youy il 0 you personally

g Christians in Ethiopl#
S ceived the blessed Gospel g
L trust, t SN0 bime ag your fot'ufztph?I_S
you anq v NOWever, to he enabled to VISt

Your ancient churches in the near

future,
(Emmanuel Abraham.)

H.R. H Prince Peter of Greeces.

The histop;
nd culturg] links. between th°
D Churches are ancient 82

- 2 1‘-:
binding XA, :
Ol Past dogmatic differenc®

8 ~ inspitq

and controversjeg

For thig reason
dangers bhreaten ti;
for us to strive tq heal
eghraugemenbs, and tsuc
as before division *?.
and His Kingdoy, o

now

that so many 2eY
o Chl‘is S0 many

tian World, it is t189
b outmoded, inherite
C_tn(:e, aga-in draw 0109‘3
5 1, for the glory of Gos
1 earth, While sincerely

casion, as I had hOP‘E"d ,

- Minister for Health,
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e Syrian Christian
ions for its Jubilee
he good work that
(Peter.)

Praying for this, I present th

Jongress with my congratulat
and with my best wishes for 6
1615 doing,

H. E. the Governor of Bombay:-

I wish all success to the Golden Jubilee 'Cts'ale-
brations of the Malankara Syrian Ohrlsg.}:
Coneress and I am glad to Know tha?“ inl—-
Exceileﬂny the Ethioplan Ambassador \% e
augurate the celebrations. In F:}bberdgam_
the Syrian Christians have & 10&1‘uedearllmd yhhe
Pathetic pastor with whom I haj'd e
Plaasure of corresponding. I hope mh l: e
the union between the WO branches

; i will speedily
Syri¢ . wureh in [ndia Wil |
ytiun Orthodox GBSl ), R Singh)

Gout. of India:-
e ry Success
n wishing eve )

I have much pleasure! ther‘Syrt&n Chris—

fo the al session of he .‘
ti&:lhéfome;;n?;bg Syrian Christian communiby
ngress.

nost its
18 a fine community and can count amons
i dia is a
often said, In
to India, As I have 80
devoted service.
followers of Him W
go thab others might live,

(2
ariC omen WwWho hav
conbers il {neq t&o[lliuger useful service
rendered and continu®
i ters of
dry land thirsting for the refreshing W?['o i
'y land thirstlbe
Sin"gle—cyed agd hose life was one unbiring
: i ico t0 humanity and who finally
Inission of sery
laid down his life
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service without thought of person
that counts not the
love, service that
for Truth and sl
natuorally.

. 3 1a.tes
cost, service that mﬂl“tst
18 one perpstual ‘-’i“ee

T )
f-realisation should con

I sincerely tryust tl
community wil] |
which the Torg

1at the Syrian Christmﬂ;
Ve up to the high ideals fob
Jesus lived ang died and -thﬂih
1ts members will give a lead in these diffict

- . ]-
times 8o that we may all rise ahove  the mat
made barriers of ¢

ind
aste, creed and class and fin
our true freedom j

i BRI 1
D perfect. service and throud
bhat perfect love which casteth out fear,

(Aniirt Kaur.)
Hon, Finance M:‘nister, Govt, of In

L hope the forthcoming Syrian Chl"if"’b‘_"'bfg
Con gress will be g Success and will help to revty ’
the Daditiong Which the Syrian Church has
upheld g}y :

. ).}’
_ ® centurieg, Through all 1
Perienge iy

dia:-

) o life
of the : * 10 the offigig) and publie ‘hv
“HE Gountpy therg ;. : hag il

) Te ig hat has
presseq oy D0thing that

S
140 the negq fop sbren:_-{then”;;
= _ :
county Tha ob bual foundations of r{[e
¥ > Syrian Church has o valuab
., © make I the present Uroub}i.,
3 Inv 9y : 3 e b8
i this g; Y earneg Wish that your effo

”'L’.{ti . lt’a
on A bear abundant fré

(John Mathal,)

al gain, service .

I1.
Youssab E(wp?'.
J : liness Anba » Chureh, L%
Patyiarel ?I?‘f:ocl([:piic Orthodo:: 0
riareh o
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. General Secretary, Phil. Society> London:-
letter of the 18th April
o forthcoming
f the Syrian
held ab the

&ng‘hI&nk you for your
50tk am _mtareste'd to hear of tb
Chyi ‘gmnwersa.ry celebrations ©
.anc}%lan Congpess, which will be
0 ient parish church ab Cheppad, 02 May l4th.
E“ behalf of the Philosophical Qociety Of
ngland I am pleased 0 sond you & message of
tg{foa will and to wish you your church, and
e Congress God speed in the fine work which
You are doing. (Charles Wye.)

CHAPTER 15
ORTHODOX CHURCHES IN coMMUNION WITH
MALABAE CHURCH:

re soae churches whioh are

Ngj =
Ither Greek OrthodoX nor Roman (Catholic DO

estern Protestant. L1nes® are churches with their
with an ontirely inde—

Ow :
e: distinct traditions and !
ap dent ecclesiastical sbaU founded dlre(j’f‘? by the
Ostles oy . s madiate disciples. They are:—
byjthEise f ioch, the inheritor of the

Thes . 0 ntlo
yrian Chureh o the followers of Jesus

: trch i wher
8ra cau(;fd }t?“éﬁg‘}irgu time Christians (Acts 11 26).
b The Egyptian OF ophic Chureh, pf)ssessors of the
atriaychate of 1exg,gdria., the h_rst_ centre Of
hristian higher studies: 3) The Ethiopian Church,
: . Africs having the support of &

8 sole church 12

In the east there &
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Christian Kingdom, 4) The Armenian Church:
5) The Syrian Orthodox Church of Malabar, the
mother church of India,

These are in communion
with one another,

This group of ancient churches being unable 0
accept the council of Chalcedon held in 451 decided
to remain faithful to the older and simpler tra.dit_ioﬂ
of the universal church, They are the only existing
group of churches in Christendom which, inspite of
having entirely different traditions both in liburgys
administration and inspite of their strongly ethnicf}l
character which was imposed upon them by thelr
surroundings still preserye the most outstanding
characteristics of the church universal. They still
Preserve that noble practice of the early church thab
the barriers of language, race and colour, and ever
the differences in church traditions are not obstacle

to lr_lte_rcom:nunion, which is the only true sign ©
Christian unity,

The Syrian Church of Antioch. -

Till the sixth centuy
Patriarch wag Antioch,
Patriarch May
Safran Dayarg, in Mardin,
seat of Patriarch 18
H. H. Ignating Apr
Syria, He ig
twenty books,

¥ the seat of the Antiochen?
Since the twelfth centu!y
as changed his seati t0 5h2
After the year 1924 t’bb
The present Patriar®
€m Severiyg resides in Homs 12
& scholar ang pas written aboY
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. icinity of the
There are twelve parishes in the Vléﬂg:lt‘%}anod are
P&ﬁriarchal church of Homs and ten :

L . For the
" umilies bolonging to those 12 pRISEs, Sy o)
Atriarchal church there Sl 800- Sorgs They are
® Patriarch there are eight Bis f Mosul,

. £ M 0

1) Mar Athanasius Quasir Mebtopohtdalﬂ
S iooli litan
Ma: Phimotheos Thoma Arsiogli MettopOuEas,
Midiat, Kurdistan in Turlﬁ:\_f&. e e
Mar Osthathios Kuriakos 1€
Of Syria,. L IR
4) Mar Yuhanon Cleemes Metropolita

L S HHorgl, olitan
?ﬁl;? II;'[;téliat;lsG?i'uhaﬂon Quandor, Metrop
of Lebanon, Damascos c’hocﬁe.soeséllitaa
6) Mar Kurilos Michael Metrop

2)

3)

5)

n of Ca.iI'O

diocese, / Jitan of
7) Mar eAthanasiuS Abdesu Metropo

J : . : in
8) \;;Sm.}?;!?us Elias, Delegate Metropolitan

Malabar.

Wriarchal Represeuta.tives:—. _
L) Very Rev. Kori Elias Sllam,. '
2) Very Rev.Yuhanon Dolabant 111

Mardin. Hetd:
3) Very Rev. Remban Glb1qs'll.
stantinople, C[‘urkey.r ]
4) Very Rev. Remban Yacoob Most
Dayara, Mosul, Irad.

Alleppo, Syria.
Safran Dayard,

Istambul, Con=

Mar Math al

g
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5) Rev. Kasiso Ephraim Alkari,
6) Rev. Kasiso Musa Thoma, Basra, Traq. .
7) Rev. Kasiso Alias Sukar, New York, America

The theological college which' was conducted i2
the town of Sahalay in Lebanon is transferred t0
Mosul, It is called Apremia Theological collegle-
Its Principal is very Rev. Remban Paulose. Tq help
him there are thirteen professors. Freg education 1
given in this theological college, There is 9";
orphanage in Beirut and there are about 150 orpt{&“s
living there, Theiy €Xpense is met by the Syrial

. : £ b
In America. There are seven parishes and aboll
50 thousand communicant

S in  America for the
Antiochene Syrian Church, In New J ersey ther® 1:
a very beautiful Syrian chureh and about 400 familie
belonging to i,

Bagdad, Iraq.

CHAPTER 16

THR EGYPTIAN oR COPTIC CHURCH.
The Coptic Chure
by 8t. Mark the T

Pentapolig an outly
extreme norgp,

b was founded about 60 A 1(3)-
vangelist who was a npative 9
Ing provinge of Hgypt on =
west frontier, anq who lived for a l0#=

LT ] : i@
time in Jerasalem igh his mother during the
of our Saviouy on earth,

St Mark’s fiygt cony
St Annianus, wh
succeeded him gy

Marcos Daoud.

Rev. F(‘:,;;;;,;c Priest)

o Addis Ababa.
L wed : T]zwlf?ﬂ{caz College,
ert in Alexandria D?-i'ecfm- e

he
O Was a ghoq malker anddria‘
the firgt bishop of Alexan
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Ghri :
Stianj .
0 he%?;ty flourished in Bgypt very soon: One
Was the TEEOI'S which helped in itS wide-spread
& grea I:)l,gs,‘e.D logical school of Alexandria which Was
Yistian '{ilrgfl dﬂot only to Egypt, but also to all the
Ohrinta: :
Cuteq f?llsnla‘ulty in Egypt, as else W
om the beginning. The greatest persecution

S dur
ting the reign of Diocletian, the Roman
fourth centurye His-

8
pe
tol‘ia;cjr' at the beginning of the
D8 say that the number of marbyrs 1o Egypt
,000. But all the

Uring 1: ;
£ hig reign was aboub 25(0)
th to the church. In

became Christians:

here, was perseé-

Perg
eGuty
tions led to more streng

Bhopt 1
: istol,_.ti&:llme all the Egyptians ) .
a a.bit,mz say that at the time of Arab invasion the
B“nounte:is of Hgypt were ali. Christians which
QUmbey of to 30 millions.  Since that time, the

Christians began to decrease:

At i
t the present time the whole population of

g

E) o

iyilc))t is about 20 millions. Of these only -three
0 hheué are Christians. The majority of them belong
' optic Church. There are few Roman Catho-

1(}3
Arg gfd few Protesta,nta.
Sea Eber countries which are affiliated b
n PO S’f- Mark ie. Sudan,
alestine there is & big Egyptian comt
At the

Who b
built various Coptic Churches there. L
of South Africa and Nigerid

e
Q}lest of the nabives
IEihop was consecmﬁed for them recently:
ont CoDEC 'Patriarch H. H. Anba
and pious. Under him

The pres 3
ory efﬁclenl:

Yousal 1t is v

o -
e o e Wt

g
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l;]:;eh()hureh is thriving well
om : &
Hgypt e;ﬁfteaelgo?ddﬁ a8 follows:i- Four in Loweh
) in : :

G pper Eoy £ s o
two in éllf;aas head's Y bhe];]spo;lefo?lll HQJI o 182;
Bthiopia, Thlg’p{;?si 13:1131 S(lmth Africa andergzz iﬂ'
- last Hgypti prelate in Hthiopia wi he
Et—hioi)ri!:'a,rg lgfei irel&te and his D]aceungliab“ 11‘1'11138%‘31;5’
the Coptic Pqtj‘ ; aft?r his death, The 1"(’3 'dl nce 0
£ lﬂaI‘Ch 18 al“’a,}rs in Gail‘o, ]bgslllbeduring

the summe
I he go
Alox : goes for ab ;
lexandria on the geg, Sho?:h two or three months %

As wa,
to help OEth;e uhsua.l practice for the Coptic Church
Ethiopian Chur Gh urches by learned preachers Y
Fr. Marcos Da, ch has been given the seprvi es ofLBB"'
Coptic priest Wogld'. He is a very learned inbd piott
gt‘lllege at Addis EG;;;JG Dji'(ictof of the rfheo]ogicﬁa
© very beneficial fo th'e pl:fgingﬁf k;lifegcl:)li?g:ece 3

The
Private

following 4s
Sem;—::z; ;: ;1 letter to the author from {he
! L H. the Coptic Patriar® ;;

It shows
s well the wyelgts )
and Coptic Uhmches- ationship between the Sy'ﬂm

Cairo,

30th, Septs 194
1 am auth

5 uthorig
ygus th 18%&1'0”:318& by H. H. the Patriarch Eeﬂ(;
recetved your .1 2018 with great pl g gp

ebter in which yo pe?su;et old
‘ou refer tO

Dear Fathar Danial

The number of bishoP® |

The Coptic Church. 67
rela,tio .
and tﬁzh]&between the Syrian Church in Malabar
Patriamh wrch _Of Alexandria, It is true that
Altaney Isetnet-r_zue:. XII sent the learned man
Was the hs o India in 190 A. D. This messenger
Was ropla 8“‘5‘ of the clerical school in Alexandria and
0 India ‘Cri 'la.ber on by C]emgnt. Pantaneus meh
ang op h} ere he preached the message of salyation
Whers I is way he passed by Yemen the Arab region
g ebrewE\hfouml -Ishe gospel of St. Mathew written in
andwriting, He prought the copy back to

lox. .
Xandrig where he died in 202 A. D:

b%k;{lou undoubtedly know thab the f_a‘yria.n Church
Whig} the Coptic Chureh in the council of Qhalcedon
..Om, met in 451 by the order of Mafl‘:lanqs the
in tL{:n Emperorand his wife Polikharid: I'be bishops
chy at council meant to changeé the belief of the
J.‘%rch in the divine Incarnabion which affirms one
i ure. incarnated in God the W_ord.‘ Sucl} a, belief
=Ti°nslst9nt with the divine inspiration which says
e Word became flesb: -

Patriarch Discorus XXV olung tenaciously 60

i ril the Alexan-

this Qiv; .
1S divine tes 1s0 his masber Oy :
oxt becat he Great affir-

e i ' gius b
ud h adecessor Athanasius :
o i n aﬁ’irmad by all the Patri-
church in tha

Mad :

a::d it ag also it has bee

1 Chs agsisted wibh ol Heads of the

Ofnan, The Syrian Chureh of Antioch and the Church
Alex : od bititer persecutions by the

andria endt? ds the holy

Smyp : itude towar
erors - fiym abbl by )
for thelr ¢ the great Syrian Patriarohs
and exiled

-“rtlf'OdOK pelief, Oneé © i
Sawaris of Antioch W88 .ent out of his See
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- =
to remote countries. He flod first to FEgypt where h; | gt i Bl .
was welcomed by the Coptic Church and iucorpol'ﬂ-tee 1 : i

his name in the list of saints ag shown in our pray
book and in the memoirs f saints, '

It is worth mentioning here that Bishop J %GC’E R
the disciple of Sawaris the Patriarch of An!swt;s 3
carried out, after the exile of his master, bis 1dﬂer
and teachings in Syria, The Coptic Charch will nevry
forget the services of the bishop,  He gave to eve

an
child baptised by him the name of Discorus a8 ?lﬂ !
appreciation of what his master endured in his eX
under the terrible Persecutio

- de

o for his firm aaht-lti;bh
towards the beljef of the fathers of the church. W
all Christign love angd fellow

ship,
Yours in Hig serviece,
Guirgis Thrahim '
Head of 8t. Mark Cathedral, Caito-

CHAPTER 17 )
THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH. 2"

.

ack to about the year 98001131' i
ring the reign of Solowo™ 45 =

.., the
Word of God accepting

in Ethiopia; that is du
Palestine, Christiang

tanls
i Selassie
, Haile Se
: : hiok jal Majesty T1&il Vi,
IAinin: by was infroduced in ]fiz“” i His Impef’}?]”pm.m. of Etliopte
ear ].l]tge Thyiaes 'r i . e L .
1115(;{38 When%ﬁ,ﬁ?an t:elfa, 5l(??1ueh] earllg:er azg:; T
Siea ace, the ! ruler a )
an Et.mopmn, went on pilgrimage to Jerusalem:, ol
his way bagcl h

. 2
@ et Philip the apostle, as it 18 8
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in g} :
the book of Acts.  Candace was therefrom con—

Vert e
ed to Christianity and was therefore baptised.

nced at thab early date 1n
t that Holy communion
d in the country as from
d Atsbaha, who as

Etilio(]l‘u'l?tia,n:ity comme
anq bpla' inspite of the fac
the ti;?phlsm‘ were practise

"Othe;«e of the I_i'mgs Abrgha an
290 A %Were jointly ruling as Kings of Iithiopia 10
haye b. : AI? tl_ne Kings who yeigned 10 Et‘-t‘liopia.
“i‘-l'ba,ine?u (_Jhrlsma,n from that date. At that 106 &
a8 g, ot prolgnbl called Framentius camse 1o Etblo.puw
e%m‘_lmm‘ and stayed there for 2 long period
Ohl'ist;'mg- an Ethiopian subject: He preached
above ianity in the court of the 8WO kings nawmed
, and acquainted them of the need of having

% big '
ssi(;;hop from abroad., These kings therefore commi=
ed Frumentius to go to Bgypt for the purpose

' first bishop for

an
lﬂt.?l,ioas.a‘ vesult, he was made the _
accepE‘i;' to teach Christianity officially as it was
title Ofec in Alexandria. Frumentius received the
of light asate- Birhan Salama, meaning the.Re-vea.ler
o et He consecrated bishops 0 agsist bim 18 the
e tili‘&t‘aion of Ch_risti&nit.y in the empire: Since
Thhgld}e of the C_Jhrlstia,n‘isa.tion of Ethiopia to tho
“rchex Ch.nsmau religion the head-quarters of the
hure} was in Aksum, the capital of the kingdom.
from?eﬂ were built all over the country extending
he Red Sea to the Indian Ocean.

in The Christian Kings
i the building and mainte
Ssigning special Jands for maintenanc

nance of the edifice,
e of the clergy

v Lk S ﬁ‘;
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urcihe

and in aidin .

A D. durinagt,}ﬂ;e- clergy In the teaching, 'About 1516
known as ?}im;ilgﬁ]?f (ng?nafDing“, a MohamedaD

{21 raclec tth |
churches a, 3 e country burnb
Hthiopian u&]bi{iasré})hure and persecuted éhf:cimabed
thorough and widlgns: The persecutions were S0
documents eto werseplse&d ghat literature and religiot®
¥ ) W aved only W ; 3303
caves and h nly by being hidden 12
oS afggzsg.‘nd Some remain buriedgno f-béi{s day:
defeat of Giracn ;EE of Eiﬂf-’, Galaodeos after the
Church re-est;.biishédemire was reorganised and the
invasion of 1935 u was not until the ItaliaB
Churches “’Brfil‘{iizint';?g' i}}t-:,le(fl Ethiopiﬂan Orthodo*
e/ jected to persecuti
- ion,

; A few words migh
%Ege;tj organisation oth
€ Hithiopi :
i ithiopian ecelesiasti
_+P10u5 education in 6k
ACTIVe support of :

E} be appropriate ‘as to the
‘thiopian Orthodox Chureb:
cal cmlmcil is responsible for
His T © empire and receives the

mperial Majesty and of the

Haithfal, T¢ 1,
. + LU Na88s re-oroans
which are B --Organised the T} . 1s
0 ; 1eological scho0
Country, Ped to be establisheq soonD:;llIm;vsecr the

More
O'\?C‘-r, the
S Al ]
council, is working hurch, through ite ecc]esiastlcf"i
of education go ¢ Ttmoniously with the ministt
gepiol eduﬂal‘:ionbij&t the people receive not 0D
View of the great in;lh RPrataal edllc&ti(;n as well. 12
i bhe schaol gur ‘Portance of religjous "nsﬁructiﬂu
have not been egt gl_culum’ Sunday s hb ]1 “ag SUC
extensive relioi a‘_hshed since o Chool8 a,s‘ 1

810US 1nstractioy ;. fn every week

S furnished.

T

SR B L T Y B A a4 T - B
R A e LM L T R i), MR
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e Since the middle of the 19th century, several
eign Christians sent their missionaries both from

:f:: Protestant and Catholic Churches. The Hthio—
&n(;l Ort!mdox Church faithful to her religious rites
S traditions has been and 18 still working bard to
Pread the Gospel of Christ and the Christian faith.

With 'fhe existing connection. of t
hish hat of Alexandria is that the pré :
thatops bave been consecrated on the agreemen
Wh the existing *Coptic Arch Bishop for Eb.hzo];?l?,,
r(sto-ls resident in Hgyp, would as long as he 153 nl.Je
a'kam his title, bub after him, his place would be
andeP by an Bthiopian Arch Bishop with _fuli powe;
in Independent authority to consecrate Bishops an
tbe, mwean time, his functions would be carried oub
?Bmhﬂp Basilios who is officially acting as the
ead of the Hthiopian Church.
There are six Bishops in Hthiopia. They are:—
lq?t Bigl}ﬁp of Shoa (who E; acting aspt,he Head of the
ithiopian Church). 2) Bishop of Gonder. 3) Bishop
LelH&rar. 4) Bishop of Dessie. 5) Bishop of
temti, ©) Bishop of Yirga-Alem.
the empire of
fifteen millions and out of
ons of Bthiopian Church
ere i8 & Theological
and in the
o H.G.Bishop
ently been

he Hthiopian Church
sent Ethiopian

est; The population of Hthiopia 18

‘mated to be twelve to
]18- there are eight milli
thstiaﬂ& In Addis Ababa, th
Ollege ag well as three other schools,

iop_m {5 dead and 8
affairs has rec

optic Arch Bishep for Eth
maailioﬁ who is very keen in church
ade the Arch Bishop for Ethiopia:
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various provinees there is g great number of church

schools and there are thousands of monasteries and
nununeries. \

It is happy to note that /the iudepeﬂdent'

Hthiopian Church hag 2ot a very good future un‘?‘?‘f
the able leadership of its bishops. = Rt. Rev. Theo=
philos, Bishop of Harar With whom the author is 18
correspondence is a ver

broad out look on life. Ethiopian Church was repré=

sented by him in the lass Worlg Couneil of Churches

held at Amsterdam, He likeg to have great connectio?

with the Syrian Chuyel, as such connection will D8
good for both Churcheg,

~ His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, the
_Lzon of Judaea & Negus Negusti (King of ngs)
18 the present Emperor of Ethiopia-and is very much
Inberested in

He was born in 1899,

deeply learneqd in bhe]iter&tm‘e of his country an

posaqsses a full knowledge of the best Buropean work-ﬂ.
on literary anq scientifig Subjects, ~ FWrench B
English ave )

. 1n e ].'O'yu
family hag jig 18 of Israel. Thus th

escant eat
Solomon, The ore from the Gureat

%0 educat

Y pious and able prelate with:

church affairg gg well as state 3ﬁ&ir§s- 1
He has read widely and 15

m well. He has a,'hhoroll.gt.'l.‘

D Makeda of Sheba e
Solomon the wise, Kij Y had a gon Menele |
King

ile
: abest effort  whioh H.I.M. Ha‘li‘f
Selassie makes i e the young people of

il

i

His Grace Right Re
Bishop of Harar;

v. Theophilos
Ethiopi
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Ethiopia, Tens of schools are instituted every year-

bis year the University is begul: Hundrgds _Of
Students gye now having their higher gtudies u;
n{urope, America, Beirut and Egypt. Qn .a.ccoggs
bhe great interest in educating the Hthiopians, £
Mperig] Majesty has himself specially taken chaIge
the ministry of education which has gob the
Steatest buﬁgeh:
d The Syrian Church of Malabar is very much 10—
ebted to His Imperial Majesty for having taken soma
her sons in the staff of the Fithiopian eduocation
“®Ivice and thereby maintaining 2 matual relation=
Ship between the two Churches, His Tmperial Majesty
'S & man of prayer. 1t was due 0 his deep prayers
that g returned to his country ofter the Italian ;:n-
Vasion whichs began fn 1936 and ended oa 5t T3
v 1. He beging every important work with Qraj;fil é
Vhen ever he goes out for visits he prays 1ot his
fdais Ababa Cathedral before starting and of L
‘eturn aleo he does the same thing. He believes
' through religion the rederption Of b

ig country
X Iy day he
ould come. Every Sunday an¢ holy d? i

tandg : ;
e church without fail. a. It
oy : S i nd respected.

Yal family are unne:aa]]g*olfx&tils aimperial \ajesby

43 by th sving effort
Wat i-i, SR goﬂnomy for his Church x.vmhout O&h
it Patriarch. In this respeé

Tra . ic
2k with the gog:. mple to the Syrian Church ©

“Shigp; 'oxa
~1opia has set aB e riving for internal a.ul:onmn(y)'E
the name

I'“a.b 3 - 150
*alabay which is 8!8 : 2
48t tha Sv;rilan Pa.tl‘iﬂ‘rch of Antioch 1n
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God and his church imitate the Coptic Church. The

Holy Apostolic Eastern Churches look to the great

Christian Monarch to work for the restoration of the
unity of the Fastern Christendom.

Her Imperial Majesty the Queen Itegn®
Menen is equally pious and interested in the edu~
cation of the youth, Through her initiative a grea
number of Girlg’ schools, Nurgeg’ schools and AP
schools have come into eXistence, When Hthiopi®
bad been invaded in 1936 she had made tho vow ©
present her crown set with precious diamonds to the
Hgly Sepulchre if she and her beloved husband €~
galned their throne, She redeemed her promise
soon after the liberation

His Excel
ham is the |
deeply religio
guidance, H
him the m

lency Dr. At Emmanuel Abra-
bhiopian Ambassador to India. He1®
us and has much faith in God and Hi#
15 loyal and faithful services have made
an that he is today. His Excellency 18 &
ristian and ig of immense service not 0BLY
£ country but also to the world at large.

3 Somf.: time ago My, K. 0. Koshy, B. A, L. T ®
rector in the Ethiopian Rducation Service W8°

invited to ghe C _ 2dle
School of whicy ~CoPP2d P. M. D, English Mid

¢h the author is th , JoT
: vne e Manager,
?pe:‘l;‘h about Ethiopia, There was a good gﬁ-“diei}ce
in the school ang g Were very much impressed W! °
35 said about the pa.term!-]f c:-;a
jes tes i i
people and the Ch 4 BRSpnlthe e

to his ow

75
The Armenian Church.

: iopia has gob

The Theological College 18 Eﬁhlcﬁg, h;{a.rcos

ahout 180 students. Lts Director I: riest of the
Aoud, g very learned and efficlent P

i itted while
Coptic Church. The students are a‘tixr'l;lira,ining e
they are very young and even elemkqﬁ g riin
Blven af the college, the course taelt ;; Wi
i Sctt);;[;le in different pa.;‘ta
blish a proper Theolo-

he University gtarted

0 ning years.
50 1nore colleges of the same
%l the country and later to esfstiﬁ; :
Sleal College as a faculty Ol dox Chure
there, he l-l)ea.éle}rs of the Ethiopian Ortho

ticularly
‘02N particuiati
Te aware of the fact that the A{rhlham for leadership

he Christians, are looking up o ! o independont
H280 of. the fuioh (i) th-ere léhfistian Mon&rch
ANcignt indigenous Church Wlhi} a s history
Who is free, and one can justifiably €

%0 be made there.

CHAPTER 18

THE ARMENIAN CHURCH.
i i pichbour
g enia being & D%s Lo
f Ararat or Arm S

eou;]i‘;?; :}afntr:]: Holy land was sp?n(;fr (fg::oed i
. istianity wa _ N
Javhioro (}!;.rﬁ King Abgar who was a-._c s

pg)ostles of Gill_i‘sg('l Jesus Christ, was guffering
b earin

A0 ingurable ailment: H

s ostile
18aling power an r;eut messengers
!}U“I- . 117 Abnal‘

ards Him, =]

itude of the Jews
s to our LOI’d

o of Christ's miraculous
=]




(5] The a !
7 1 b
abar C u Ch & t ar Orth dox
M h I O h (o] chufﬂhas‘

\Y m t 3 i i
lllm )

stay in that cou

. tr

His enemie niry as a roy&l 5

He would S:I-ldJE?us veplied that %eesgo?‘;; of reach of
two apostles of cLS disciples to cure him1 Anot g0, bub
mew visited A nist St.Thaddaeus a d ccordingly

_ King Abgar at Egen‘a Minor, healed nt‘.h St.Barhhr')lc-
the Gospel there &?E?’ from his ailment ae dAl'IIJemag
being called the A 18 15 the reason f e PrEa.._:;he
the correct nam -r”;fnian Apostolic Oé'};t' some times
of Armenia € 18 Armenian Ch urch. Bllb
( SR : urch or {
-Chumh being knomme familiar eng:ntt;e C?Urch
1s the Anglican C Wn by the name f[? e of the
of England, Thﬂrch which ig .“31133 its country

; he Armenian Churchﬁh?s Ch‘;;flt;

o

branch of
Fd the Ope
Gimtversal) Chiuson o oy o7 oL0 and Catholl

Itl is Sa,'
id that
asked our T, ab the mesg
or ; engers -
Shem to deiiveri for a piece of cloth O{vh:ng ATE
a6ts found thor s King asia ok which he gave
Jesus. This clot};e cloth had ta,kg-nen' The messen”
as Dastarak, wag I known in the A& true image ©
the principal gate <ept for centuries S biskep
Ottoman persbec ® of Hdessa, but g; in the tower ©
Ot geresiion, o' vy Ao Chatl
5 rmen;j as the first
The olde 20
: st .
Etchmmdzin, th:} 'menian Church i ;
Supreme Patriay feﬁh of the Arm _in existenc
literal tmnslationc']'; Btchmiag Vi, Catholicos &
18 "The only bezmgt of which th¢
sotten descende®

!

His Holiness Ge
Catholicos (Swpren
Apmeniai Clarelt,

orge VI
Fead) of the
Armenia.
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‘Wag
erected between 261-301 A, D. by King Tiritades

and :

fmmsti;e(}l;'gory the Illuminator. DBuilt of granite

Nt 21 jacent _Mount Ararat, the Cathedral has

SR ]8._121'% sixteen centuries an architectural

O the A;-:f v:_zlley of Am:rau.b near Hrivan, the capital

e e jenian Republic.” The following interesting
8 recorded by Armenian historians in conneS

Ctio o o
Ab«z.“lth the building of Ftchmiadzin, After King
zar  Christianity had 2 set-back in Armenia,
erful priesthood of the

0;;?5,’ ground againsb the pow
. 1\:: temple of D‘izma,, Zeus ebc. King Tiritades
i [ss;n ally of the Roman FEmperor Diocletian
Chn n:_lsmtuFec'l & w1da-spFea.d persecution of the
Ohrigﬁ&n? i his own territory, believing thatb
Alﬂf;l aniby "veé}kened the ties of nationality.
i 1gst the vietims were forty Roman nuns of noble
and] who had fled from the persecution of Diocletian
taken refuge 1D Armenia with their leaders

R' . .
Ipsime and Galane.

5 lmRipsi.ne is said to have been & Ro:?mm maiden
wGleOsurpa,ssed l?eauty. who after escaping the un—
T me attentions of thfa RO}IJ&D Emperor, Was to
Tirimémobi}er royal admirer in the pPersom of King

ades, The latter was 8O struck by ber loyeliness

tha, _
t he desired to have her as his wife.  Bub she
age with 2 heathen

Yefy:
fused to breal her vows by watri
however overtaken

1

ng and took to flight. She was,

with her prioress Gaiane
put to

d they were all
ing seized with intense

ai;be royal guards together
Geqtan her companions, an
ath. Soon after this, the K

. 2 | To—
e TN Ba- £, an B e
Racinhe i e e g b o

L-.
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remorse and melancholy, became like a mad mar*
The Queen Ashghen and her sister-in-law Khosro—
vidooght were in despair.
and priests to restore the King, but all their effort®
were of no avail. Khosrovidooght then had a dreal™ o
that the only person who could heal the King W&
Gregory the Parthian. Now this Gregory, who Was
fo " become later the Tlluminator or the reviver ©
Christianity in Armenia had been condemmned Pré”
viously by Royal decree for having boldly advocmte’d
the cause of the Christian faith and thrown into the
dungeon of Ashtishat to die of starvation.

They called all the mag:

After the princess’ dream, he was prompm
released, and taken to the Royal palace, where be
prayed, laid hands on the King and his reason was |
restored. On the same day King Tiritades wib
the Royal family and several thousand Armenian?

Gregory then conceived the ides ©
8 place of worship in the capis
of V ap:h.m'sh:mpat, and according to tradition
SAW 0 a vision the Son of Gog descend and i
1ol
the exact spot where the o
Armenia was to be built,
g f the vision,
granite stones were broy
{&{smmt’j o Vagharsbapa
m}adzm: The enthnsiag
King himself ang the
building by carr

were baptised,
erecting a suitable

- e

with a wand at

He infol'i“e‘9
and by Royal order hug
ght from the nearby MOY
t for the erection of T
n was 80 great that eve?

: Royal ladies assisted 12
ylng stones an

the King o
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Since the day of the foundab:..on tl:l’e:; ciﬁ;lilocrllz‘
was named Btchmiadzin afb,er S'th (zﬂvi}g?);iel‘ beauti-
Simultaneously with Btohmiadziss §2 cp ) oo,
ful churches were also b‘i“."‘ e : ?3 IS Rnipsime and
dedicated to the Roman Virgin m?l ywefe placed on
Gajane and their companions, ‘r;\)mse two churches
the Church calendar as saints. fhis day together
similarly built of granit®, stand bCE arly Christainity
with Htchmiadzin as monuments o e‘mu:e With the
in Armenia and of its noble 3*1.0111‘390.}; of- convaersion
royal aid Gregory oxtended .thc ‘;Oéreorﬂi&, a00nSe-
throuchout Armenia and f‘ffﬂa’cenw[ -isti‘lt;:l Churches
Ora,bil;;*, heathen temples into (J(;.lbisilops.
and heathen priests 1nto monks an i

ius, Ob.

In the year 404 A.D. tWO mag g Sgbeu}}{a;srob
Sahag the Catholicos of Armen.l'fb ﬂJﬂn,lpba:bet} and
Vardapiet invented the Armeﬂlfﬂnkm Armenian:
translated the Holy Bible from Gleel tion 18 recO8—
This classic Armenian Grabar transﬁ :sl'aﬂsla,tionS'-
nised by scholars as the ‘queen of a the centre O
The Church of Armenia has been ¢t and conser—
Armenian culture. The development &

foas the pfforts
vation of'the culture is pF1n019&11§ft€31'3: t‘ias N
of the Church. Armenian lifera inning Of

with the translation of the Bible atb t;m [?gglznown 2

the fifth century which latex G&IDB' 0

the Grolden age of Armenian culture. -
The present Armenian pc'n_::‘nahg;?; A

two millions in the homeland anc

millions scattered all over the WO

js aboutb
4 a half

Jd.  The present
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Catholicos of all Armenians is H. H. George VI
(Gevorgios). He was born in 1869. Having
passed the Gevorgian college he attended the Uni—
versity of Leipzig in Germany and successfully
passed the degreein Philosophy and Theology. For
many years he was teaching in Armenis, In June
1913 he was ordained as Vardapiet (monk) and
consecrated Bishop in 1917. On 220d June 1949
he was elected Catholicos and installed as such. on
the 24th.  He is a scholar and he spares no pans
for the protection, progress, spiritual and intellectual
n@.vancement of the Armenian nation, The Armé-
nians are as a rule religious and the love for theit
f}hurch is traditional. Where-ever thev sottle dowD
In groups or communities their first thousht is 1€
erection of a church, Besides the clTurohes in
Armfania, fSyll-im and Palestine there are today & aronb
number of churches throuol gpelod
Armenian Comm:f;ib?:: ?E'téﬂletztndthl? “-‘?l ld(w .‘;1-1 bt
Turkey s , P nd. LRussia, Ge L3
ey and the Balkans contain many magnificel
._M}nmu{m (i‘[{lllrches, There are Armenian Churcht;s
10 London, Manche T o o L
Los Angeles, ]i(ﬁll?if,el\;élizt}b’ 1‘%\[Trlldel 591'1 les,ﬂ&l;‘ef:{\;:dl‘ii‘:
Cairo, Calcutta Bombay “»,I o nn.‘L:q.L C‘] insurds
S}Liﬂ;‘xim{{ ]1.}“113.;0 Ay, 1 :Ldms, Dacea, 111 o
beautifal c.h:dl.ghm.l_’ B:}tm']:“’ SOU].'-{Lb:Lyﬂ, ang well
known architect l(“i‘l\ Slllgap.ore built by t.he a35.
NFianm : oleman in -Hill Street in 192
Vicar of the Armenian Chitreh at Calcasta 18 eV
at Calcubh :
He is a very learned and piou®

Fr. A. Edgarian,
priest. with whom the author is acquainte

correspondence

R

Viear,

he . Edgarian,
ev. Father A g )
A rinenian Chureh, Caleutia.

L N F——
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ecu : : =
- cumenical councils (universal
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The Church of Armenia accepts the first three
e cou-nci}s of bhe'Ohris'.*
e 3011}11‘0&1, namely the Council of Nicea in the
Ty 25 A.D., the Council of Constantinople 13 81

.D. and the Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D.). The

N‘ Y 4
islcme Creed formulated ot the fursh of these Councils
sung as a part of the Mass every Qunday 1D the

d to be perfect

31:2&“‘““ Church, Christ is believe

fore t?’Dd Pe"fﬁf{l‘- God in the same time and tt}ere_
Euvb 1 Armienian Church condemns the heresies of
rejegﬁhes’ A"'}US. Nestorius and Mrschedonl. It also
Ot s the ?lOIJh}'site (two natures) teachings of the
Churtcll of Chalcedon beld in 451 A. D. Armenian
and léh accepts all the seven Gacraments. B-Ebpﬁlsm
fivst f '(fnhrm&tmu are performed together during the
Arm gk a"’-}’s following birth. The Orders in he
e el]:gfm Church are Acolytes, Deacons, Priests
celib Bh?ps' There are married priests and
l_n_m_l&te priests. M:_mrned priests are the pastors an
are E}Eers in the parishes. The celibate Vardapiets

veachers of the Grospel

C and Dogctors of the
hurch, They may /50 be ordained Bishops.

The Bishops and Arch Bishops are the princes

of the Church with guthority from the apostles
to ordain Deacons Priests an vardapiets and
hurches They are the

to bless and conseorate ; -
heads of the dioceses representing the Catholicos
under whose jurisdictiou 1 . The Bishops are
elected by the delegate® of the dioceses 11 convenfion
and are approved and conSacrated by the (atholicos

_._-dv-";
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as Bishops or Primates of the dioceses. Next to the
seat of Cabholicos there are two Patriarchates, thab

of Jerusalem and of Gousha.ntinop!e. They both bear

allegiance to the Catholicos in Btchmiadzin,  Stvict
discipline is observed in the monasteries as well as
- in the dioceses all over the world, W

paratively easy to attain priesthood, itis extremely
difficult to attain the exalted order of bishop.  The
Armenian bishops who are usually of mature age are

generally great Doctors of Theology and are excellent
speakers, :

according to Armenian historical records @
number of_ churches in Jerusalem have been built by
the contributions of Armenian Kings and Queens-
T}?e Armenian Convent of St. James on Mount
Olives dates back to he fifth century, In all shrines
of the HUIY land, inclnding the Holy Sepulehre, the
Armenian Church hag sined time immemorial €07
joyed equal Privileges and rights with the Roman and
Greek Churehes to holg services by turns,

> !
TI'he Catholicos has

: the singular authority 0
consecrate blsh()ps and b]

s ess the Chrism (holy Oll_);
uan Img to the constitution of the Church the
parish or congregation elpcts o candidate for priesi—

ht?gfl_. ifter €Xamination tha bishop approves 8%
0-1 alns 1m, f& ne“rly OL'da‘Ined pl‘iesb must seﬂﬂ
five y

€ars in ope parish
ginofll‘__lm prarlsh. He is required to believe in s
tIOG Nfl_l‘@: C:lll?ns and discipline of the Chureh, GOIJ_.fe]nu
she Nicene Creeq, accept the teachings of the Hol¥

. U 7
before being transferred o

heveas it is.com-~&

—

2&
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; ject the false teachings of
o (?f= thzbg;n :L(;h’r;?éic and regulations c?f the
t'hfa herfat;c?ihurch and serve under the jurisdiction of
ilemlg?gop of the Diocese. The :"Lrl_ﬂema'n ?h?ch
rms been the Torch bearer of Ghristian civ iz 10;1
in the Middle Bast during the long and dark a-%e..‘
Armenians have suffered and been persecuted un ]21
the hands of the Persians, Arabs, Fartars, a}udd ;[‘t_ltrh_s-
for their Christian faith. They hz?;ve remained a;l b3
ful to Christ and have found their salvation 1];13.1.'3 o
Christian religion and they h{n:ve given many I y
and saints to the Christian Chuzrch.

¢



APPENDICES.

1 THE T
HE \\ORLD COUNCIT, OF CHURCHES._

The World ¢ . :

of Ohurcll}sovlvll?icc};om.lm] of Churches is a fellowshiP
God and Saviour aILcePt our Lord Jesus Christ a8
denominations of' o b Alms ab bringing the different
helping them f 18 Christian Church together and
other’snpoints o?r-coser contacts by studying each
faith and [Jr.:i.-{jbiGVIeWS and learning first hand the
no iﬂl’aerference ieStOE E‘Q‘Ch section, There will bG
on maftters of 1:"]‘ on¢ internal affairs of any Chured
st e Ia}lth. Oxder, Discipline ete. 16
Churches buﬁted’ N0 o widen the gap between
The CDUt‘mil o(t]) make as muych unity as possible:
such as U, N t)hoiemtﬂs With other organisations
preserving and -re.o. _Which exist for purposes ¢
Council’s activi&egmo.tm.g Peace. Hven though B8
Christian centreqL Sle 1Znorantly suspected at some
form a new Cre{;ﬂ‘ }f’ Council neither attempts 0
of one denominationm MNP SRconyel mem‘b[?f
of the Bis N The recent visits
Vice-Pres;d}éU[; of Chichester Dr, @, K. A. Bell the

nt of the Council, Dr. W. A Vissexr b

Hooft th

S. Tomking (?neéler? ! Secretary, Rey, Fr.' Olivet
o) ey ; ; ;

Dr. H. Kragmey bhe Chief Asst, Secretaries and

considerably hal athe Director to Malabar have
and to bring Deéple S0 clear the mistaken impression®
They ViSiﬁ;d mrijui“geclffse,- relations with the Council:

A nires of Malankara Church an
had interviews with the Bishops in _‘\E‘iwm_

- L ey S AL -Fe S = B

W
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The Council was organised in 1938, It is ex—
pected that the youth may be got into its fold and
stimulated the spirit of union in their minds. Many
constructive schemes are being adopted by it. First
and  foremost of them is the meeting together of
thoughtfuland active members to exchange their views
and ideas to see what the Bible has got to answer for
the present political, economical and other compli-
cated problems and to work for the spiritual co-
operation in all Churches and to find out ways and
means in solving the refugee problem. In general
the Council is serving in various spheres.

The Council met at Geneva in Switzerland in
1946 and founded the Ecumenical Institute which
has its Headquarters in Bossay (near Geneva).
The most generous American millionaire Mr. Rock-
feller has financed for the expenses of the Imstitute.
Arnidst the pressure of varying circumstances Dr.
Visser't Hooft is ably managing the Institute
interests. Dr. H. Kraemer is a skilful person who is
working as the Director of the Institute. The Council
is aiming at to see that the Houmenical Institute is
nade an International Institution. The Institute
ocloser intercourse between the various
The Council had its first
om Aug. 22nd to Sept. 4th
47 Churches from
urches there wereé

serves for
countries and Churches.
assembly at Amsterdam fr
1948, with the representatives of 1
44 countries. From the several Ch
351 delegates who took part in 6.

—

el BT e
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The Malankara Orth :

I odox Syria ch W
iﬁ;;{)r:sz:t;:?;ted n the Amsterdam gs?;:]bghllljlxdlﬁwgs
Mar Theodosius Metropolitan of Quilon L'ﬁiooése- -l;uev.

) ) 4 *

Br. K. Philipose B, A., and Rev. Dn. K. M. Simon

M. A, D.D. On this occasi
fo asion there w
re;:g:eilet:d”:}?mbem of the Minor E&stisnh%ahiiiﬁgg
e Hizméo meet together at a dinner party
Hthiopian Church r:;.ﬂce__ _A‘buna, Theophilos of the
group were Bl bt esides the Abuna, others in the
the Ethiopian abt;]& Marsae Hazan Woldekirkos of
tatives and Fr. S B
1 aln o z
i T
U. S. A). Only (:E::;:l f:; z?: A:tllnenian Diocese,
represe .’ Té the
CEurchiie%‘hﬂ}e- 15% millions of Mﬁ?ﬁgag‘?s :vho
shristians (Hthiopians 8 millions ;ingl:-

pnians 4 millions, Co :

p 2 i pfs 2 millions i

in India the Middle East and tk:esi?:;i(grbh%doi
s abou

13 to 2 millions).
It is guite welco
‘ . ; me fo
Comihisioe tuoeuine ofiuiy Worlée?}roint:};? L0t
urches

and the next assembl
y of s igs
Youth Conference are prnptjk;id ‘fgrl% Clllnrigtmn
2 ¢ held in

December 1952 at Koftayam in
s Travan -

alﬁ that Rev. Dr. K. M. Simon is elsg::és India

roanising Secretary. May God f ag bhe
sat-rangtl?en the common efforts for unit 1;fﬁher and
Tloly, Catholic and Apostolic Churchy o the. One,
the words of our Liord in His pra ? according to
they may be ona as We are ong” yer to God * thab

Y

L TS
o e A R, Skl
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9. CHRONOLOGY OF MALANKARA
ORTHODOX SYRIAN #A\ETROPOLITANS.
From To

St Thomas A.D. 52 72
Prelates of Sankarapuri & Pakalomatom

families 52 345
xar Joseph of Edessa who came with
Thomas of Cana 345
Pakalomatom Arch Deacons &
Babylonian Bishops . 385 1597
Arch Deacon George (Ghevarughese of
.. 1597 1637

Pakalomatom)
Arch Deacon Thomas who afterwards became :
. 163

Mar Thoma [ 1670
Mar Thoma I 1870 1636
Mar Thoma 11 ... 1886 1638
Mar Thoma IV . 1683 1728
Mar Thoma VY - 1728 1765
Mar Thoma VI (Mar Dionysius [) ... 1765 1808
Mar Thoma VII . 1808 1809
Mar Thoma VIII ... 1809 18 16
Mar Thoma 11X ... 1816
Mar Dionysius I (Pulikott) ... 1815 1816
Mar Dionysius IlI (Punnathra) . 1817 1825
Mar Dionysius 1V (Cheppad) . 1825 1839
Mar Mathews Athanasius (Palakunnathu).- 1844 1877
Mar Dionysius v (Pulikott) 1865 1909
. 1909 1934

Mar Dionysius VI (Vattaseril)

H. H. Moran Mar Baselius, Catholicos
of the East & Metropolitan of Malankara 193%

“are only T IiT ot ih ohtet Metronclidas XEH

ha whole Malankara Church,

authority oyer !





